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DEAR MADAM, - — done m7: 


- 
- 


"You: are. glad that 1 am abſent; and I am 
glad that you are fick. When you went away, 
what did you do with your aunt? I am glad the 
liked body el. Suſy ; I was always a Suſy, when, no- 

* a Suſy. How have you managed at 
7 new place? ould: you, all. get lodgings in 


9 
| ies '3 Tor, as 10 
ſays, 1 love Berraur. 1 5 ue 


„ 4 + &/ 


„ We 


then the ſea is ſo cold 


— — — 

woe tee — ˙6w̃ et A cr woo POS _ 
. 

- 


like 1 W ry them, ti 


2 LETTERS TO AND FROM 


' Methinks you are now a great way off; and if 
I come, I have a great way to come to you; and 
d the rooms are ſo dull; 


et ] do love to hear the ſea roar and my miſtreſs 


talk —For when ſhe talks, ye gods! how ſhe will 


talk. I wiſh I were with you, but 'we are now 
near half the length of England aſunder. It is 
frightful to think how much time mult paſs be- 
tween writing this letter and receiving an anſwer, 
if any anſwer were * 


N aud 201 Arn 2 


His oats are now in the wet; here is a deal of | 
rain. Mr. Langdon bought; at Nottingham fair, | 
fifteen tun of cheeſe ; which, at an ounce a-piece, 
will ſuffice after dinner for four hundred and 
eighty thoufund men. This is all the news that 
the place affords. I purpoſe ſoon to be at Lich- 
field, but know not juſt when, having been de- 
feated of my firſt deſign. When I come to town, 


I am to be very benen Lives. Could not 


you do ſome of them for me? 

I am glad Maſter unſpelled you, and run you 
all on rocks, and Yrove' you àbout, and made 
you ſtir. Never be croſs "ove it. Quiet and 


calmneſs you have enough of—a me chuny ſtirs 


life—and, 


we” * 


fits bin va ly pt: 90 
* ee OY ed 245i! ts vo 4 1 


<A | Tian ru I; . ob not It 


Now pod vein 9 ſter's excavations! to my 
Head * — like then; mould 


We all fee then 35 e- 
ther. le will hate nd "waterfall four "13k Is 
Doctor a. I ſat By it Yeſterday, and 7 — Eral- 
mus's Militis Chri _ E nin. Have you 


2 
got. . book; u re 


| bs. SAMUEL JOHNSON, "2 


- Make m my compliments to dear Queeney. 1 
Tuppole ſhe will dance at the Rooms; and your 


agus, will go one knows not MOV 
"Tak deareſt, SF. deareſt Lady, 


yo 4 ee moſt humble ſervant, 1954 
| . JOHNSON. 
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DEAR. MADAM, + 7 "October 10, 1757. 


A ND. fo, ſuppoſing * i might come to town 


and neglect to give you notice, or thinking ſome 
other 2 thought, but certainly thinking 
wrong, you fall to writing about me to Tom Da- 
vies, as if he could tell you any thing that I would 
not have you know, As ſoon as I came hither, I 
let you know of my arrival; and the conſequence 
is, that | am ſummoned to Brighthelmſtone 
_ through ſtorms, and cold, and dirt, and all the 
hardſhips of wintry journies. You know my na- 
tural dread of all thoſe evils; yet to ſhew my 
maſter an example of compliance, and to let you 
know how much I long to ſee you, and to boaſt 
how little I give way ro diſeaſe, my purpoſe is to 
be with 7u on Friday. 


141 
a B 2 I am 


« = 
— cn <LI — "Ie. 


am forry for poor N 4h 11 
onde rand 22 A r 
The rejuveneſcency of 


04" © of it. 


4 LETTERS ro p FROM | 


Scraſe gives us 
reaſon to hope, and . doll os th Fri 


in his recoye him w beſi as a 
wag to oo e Fi has * 
am ju me h from 
Lord Mayor's Ae, . 1 might Nox Fes ſeen at ing my 
But | ſaw Miſs Weſley and her bro- 
188 her compliments. Mrs. Williams 
is come home, I think a very little better. 
Every body was an enemy to that wig.— We 


will burn it, and get drunk; for what is joy with- 
out drink? Wager are hid in the city about 


our ſucceſs, which is der as the . call it, 
problematical. Well, ut ſeriouſly I think I ſhall 


be glad to fee you in your own hair; but do not 
take too a8 e bang, ind 

papering, and unpapering, and curlin 95 and friz - 
ing, and poudering, and getting out the 


in combing, 1 , and 


powder, 
with all the operations required in the cultivation 
of, a head of bj; yet let it he combed at leaſt 


once in three months, an the quarter-day—TI coyld 
wiſh: it might Be combed once at leaſt in wat 


Rk k were to indulge my wiſhes, but wha 


es without hopes, I ſhould fancy the 8 
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LETTER 


Da, SAMUEL JOHNSON. 
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LETTER clxxxv. 


Te MS. T HR Al. E. 


DEAR MADAM, Oktober 13, 177. 


ET Ido love to hear from you. Such pretty 
kind letters as you ſend. But it gives me great 
delight to find chat my maſter miſſes me, I beg! 
to wiſh myſelf with' you more than I ſhould do, if 
] were wanted leſs. It is a good thing to ſtay 
away till one's company is deſired, — not ſo 
good to ſtay after it 13 deired,” FR 

You know I haye ſome work to 4 I did not 
ſet to it very ſoon; and if I ſhould go up to'Eon- 
don with nothing done, what would be ſaid, but 
that I Was wo can tell 7 k therefore 

kill I can bring up ſomething to ſtop their mou 
and then 

Though I am ſtill at Aſhbourts; * Nees 700 
dear letters that eome to Lichfield, and you eon. 
tinue that direction, for I think to get d icher 48 
ſoon as | can. | 

One of the does died perde 2050 L am aral 
Het fawn will be ſtarved; I with Miſs Thrale had 

it te nurſe; bur the doctor is now all for cattR, 
and minds very little either does or 2 | 0 

How did you and your aunt part? Did you 
turn her out of doors to beyin 

did ſhe leave you by her . ee e 
1 lee to — how you go on 

I cannot but think on your kindneſs and ny 
maſter's. Life has, upon the whole, fallen ſhort, 
very ſhort, of my early expectation; but the ac. 
quiſition 
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er of ſuch a friendſhip, at an age when new 

iendſhips are ſeldom acquired, is ſomething bet. 

ter than the general courſe of things gives man a 
right to expect. I think on it with great delight, 

I am not very apt to be delighted. 


I am,. We. | 


LETTER, ELXXXVL.. 
o Ms, THRALE. 
DEAREST LADY. | Afttourne, Od. 16, 1977, | 


1 AM. juſt-going. out, and can write but little. 
Hoy you ſhould be long without a letter I know 
not, for I ſeldom miſs a poſt. I purpoſe now to 
come to London as ſoon as I can, for I have a 
deal to look after, but hope I ſhall get through the 
whole buſineſs, | | 

I wiſh you had told me your adventure, or 
told me Nothing, Be civil to Lord dB, 9 he 
ſeems to be à good kind of man. Maſs may 
change her mind; and will change it, when ſhe 
finds herſelf, get more credit by dancing than by 
' whiſt ; and though ſhe ſhould continue ta like, as 
the likes now, the harm js none. 


Do not yet begin, dear Madam, to think about 
the la. You x well dance theſe dozen years, 


if you keep your looks as you have kept them; 
and l am 


glad that Hetty has no deſign to dance 
u n ae wind por ee vans 


Dx. SAMUEL JOHNSON- 7! 7 


The poor P——. I am ſorry for the girl; ſhe 
ſeems to be doomed, before her time, to weak-; 
neſs and ſolicitude. What is that Bedrider the 
ſuperviſor ? He will be 2 * But life ſeems: 
to be cloſing u | 

I hope you For conn continue to he fk, and my. 
dear maſter to be well. ; 

I am no ſender of compliments, but take them. 
once for all, and deliver them to be kept as rari- 
ties by Miſs Owen, Mrs. Neſbit, Miſs Hetty, and 
Dr. Burneyxy. | 

Still direct to Lichfield, for thither [om haſten- 
ing; and from Lichfield to London, and from 
London I hope to Brighthelmſtone, And. from 
nn. qua terra patet. 


A am, deareſt of all dear . 1 
N 8 
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To Mrs. T H RA L E. 40 ai nc 
Maersk Ain: 


DEAR "MADAM, <q | "Lichfield, Oftober” 22, 7777. 
3 7 


1 AM come, at laſt, to Lichfield, and am really 
glad that I am got away from a place where 
there was indeed na evil, but very little good. 
You may, I believe, write once to Lichfield after 
you receive this, but after that it will be beſt to 
dine! to London. 

144 f Your 
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„ LEYTERS ro AD FROM 


- Your thekr- is, 1 ſuppoſe, well by dis thus, 
te to think on 


without 
den, and ſo uhexpected, I wonder that the fup- 
ports herſelf; The confolations ff. *% | 
girls muſt indeed he painful. 3hs had desde 
to enjoy the triumph of her daughter's ſupe- 


10 They were prepared to with them both 
rn — withes ute gratifſed. There is in 


this event a kind of ſyſtem of cataraity, or con- 


| flagration of the ſoul. -Every avenue of pain is 
_ invaded at neg. Pride is mortified; renderneſs 


is wounded, hope 48 n e ney will 
the poor Lady run from herſelf f: | e 
My viſit to Stowhillf. has deen paid debe 
there a collection of miſery. Mrs. Aſton para- 
lytick, Mrs. Waltnfley lame, Mrs. Hervey blind, 
oo I think. another, lady deaf. Even ſuch is 


1 hope dear Mrs. Aſton is a little better; it is 


| however very little. She was, I believe, glad 


to ſee me; and tn hang. any hody. glag.to/ foe me 
is a great pleaſure, = 
4 will ys while I think on it, that Far 


„ % & + 


bull is not quite ſo big as the old one; Taplor, 
think, ſays he is bigger. 

I have ſeen but one new place this journey, and 
that is Leek in the Morlands.—An old urch, 


eotnpaſſion,— Againſt a blow {6 ſad- 


Da, SAMUEL JOHNSON, 9 


- LETTER CLEXXVIL, 
re Mn. T HRA L E. 


DEAR Mat” | Lichfield, Ottober 25, 1777 


HOLMONDELY'S ſtory ſhocks me, if it be 
true, which 7 hardly think, — I am eee 
unconſcious of it; I am orry, ö 
much aſhamed, r + putt 

I am here for about a week longer, and then 
I purpoſe to haſten to London, How long do you 
' ſtay at Brighthelmſtone? Now the company is 

one, why ſhould you be the lag? The ſeaſon of 
— will ſoon be here, if it is not already 
come. We have here cold weather, and loud 
winds. . _ 

Miſs Porter is better than is uſual, and Mrs. 
Aſton is, 1 * not worſe, but ſhe is very bad; 
and being, about eight, is it likely 
that ſhe 5 ever 1 * l 
It is really now a long * that we have been 
_ writing and writing, and yet how ſmall a part of 

our minds have we written? We ſhall meet, I 
hope, ſoon, and talk it out. 
Lou are not yet ſixty-eight, but it will come, 
and perhaps you 3 then ſometimes —— 
me. 


n dne Arbe thun i 
beyond the time; do not play Agnes ; _—_ 
not grow old before your time, — —— 
to be too ſoon driven __ = 
Et, 


ſhow your 


ur appearance; 
therefore, and be pleaſtd by pleaſing. ba 
not now too ſoon to be wiſe ; nor is it yet too 


ane to be gay. 


Streatham 
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perambulate it tog 


Streatham is now, I _ the Wa wonder 
of the world: I long to ſee it, but do not intend 
to go till, as I once faid before, my maſter, and 
N dee ber neee 


Cicely, I SANE you, vill do well enou 
I am glad you are ſo fick, and nobody to pity. 
Now for another pe” little girl. Shag we 3 


ant whe en 
151 | * r I iy. dew Lady, 


Tour, Oc. 
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LETTER CEXXXIX. 
1“ Nn THRALE 
DEAR MADAM, | Lichfield, October 275 1777. 
You talk of writing and writing, as if you 
had all the writing to yourſelf. 1 our correſ. 
pondence were printed, I am ſure poſterity, for 


poſterity is always the author's favourite, would 
ſay that I am a good writer too.— Anch' io ſono pit- 


tore. To fit down ſo often with nothing to ſay; 

to ſay ſomething ſo often, almoſt without conſci- 
ouineſs of ſaying, and without any remembrance 
of having ſaid, is à power of which I will not 


violate my modeſty by boaſting, but I do» not _ 
wee chat LE body has it, * 
| '- Hoke, 


a, 


Dx. SAMUEL JOHNSON; ' mn 


. Some, when they write to their friends, are all 
affeQtion ; ſome are wiſe. and ſententious; ſome 
ſtrain their powers for efforts of gaiety ; ſome 
write news, and ſome write ſecrets; but to make 
a letter without affection, without wiſdom, with- 
out gaiety, without news, and without a ſecr 
is, doubtleſs,” the great epiſtolick art, 

In a man's letters, you know, Madam, his 
ſoul lies naked, his letters are only the mirrour 
of his breaſt; whatever paſſes within him is 
ſhown undiſguiſed in its hatural proceſs ; nothing 
is inverted, nothing diſtorted ; you ſee ſyſtems in 
their elements; you diſcover actions in their mo- 
tives, | | 5 

Of this great truth, ſounded by the knowing 
to the ignorant, and ſo echoed by the ignorant to 
the knowing, what evidence have you now before 
you. Is not my ſoul laid open in theſe veracious 
pages? Do not you ſee me reduced to my firſt 
principles? This is the pleaſure of correſponding 
with a friend, where doubt and diſtruſt have no 
place, and every thing is ſaid as it is thought. 
The original idea is laid down in its ſimple pu- 
rity, and all the ſupervenient conceptions are 
ſpread over it ratum ſuper ſtratum, as they hap- 
pen to be formed. Theſe are the letters by which 
ſouls are united, and by which minds naturally 
in uniſon move each other as they are moved 
themſelves. | I know, deareſt: Lady, that in the 
peruſal of this, ſuch is the conſanguinity of our 
intellects, you will be touched as I am touched. 
I have indeed concealed nothing from you, nor 
do I expe ever to repent of having thus opened 
my heart. Meet rows: | | 


Jam, Ve. 
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DEAR M ADAM. " Lichfald, — ag, 1777 


'Troven r laſt letter 1 fiigt juſtly 
claim an interval of reſt, yet 1 Arte 46 in 6 

you, that fot this turn you will hear hut once 
more from Lichfietd. - day is Wedneſday, 
on Saturday 1 ſhall write again, and on Mon. 


ken all ſet out to ſeek adventures; for you 
W * 
8 None bur the brave geterre the für. 


On Monday we hope to Tee Bifmitphath, the 
feat of the mechamick arts; and Know not whe. 
ther Cut bert ſage will be Oxford, the manſton 
of the liberal arts; of London, the refidetice of 
All the arts together. The ch) call che world 
Aendemid Paruceſũ; my atmbitioh is t6 be his 
fellow. ſtudent— to ſee the works '6f natute, and 
hear the lectures of truth. To London there- 
fore London may perhaps ill we z and ! hope 
to fill my part of L on. 

In the mean time, let me continuł to keep the 

which I have had fo long in kindneſs, 
and my maſter's; for if that ſhould gtow les, 


I He] not Iberer to find that which may 5 


the diminution, But 1 hope what I haye b 
F | the happineſs” 
n 

om omitted to tell you that Lucy's maid 
took the worm- der with ſtri& regularity, but 
with no great e Euty has had ſeveral letters 
from you, but cannnot prevail on herſelf to write; 

but the | is very grateful, 
. 


17 


Ds. SAMUEL JOHNSOK, 43 


Mrs. Walmſley has been at Sto and has 
invited me, when I. come to Bath, to at her 
houſe, Poor Mrs. Aſton either — not at all, 
or 2 — N e nu 


worſe. 


hl. 
r 


the huſband wil feel, as Rochefoucault 1 
. ſomething that, daes Ls 2 him, Tou and I, 
| who are neutral, whom appineſs could not 
—_— GRE may be honellly lorry... 


1 am, dear. Madam, 


LETTER. CXCI.- 
To Mr. THRALE. 


DEAR MADAM. sui 3, 1778. 


| Simct I was fetched awa from Streatham, + 
en raged s * 
Satur y. dir J. R. * 116 
GO 0 
Lu 11K . 
eee Fal & M 1 Iz, 
Wedneſday: 


LY LETTERS To AND e ya 


EN Tratflay. 014 ally, 1 
Friday. Club. | eb 
Saturday. Sir J. R. | uf © a Ste 6 
Sunday.—Lady = C 
Monday.—Pray let it be Strahan” 100 very 
ey; ; do now let it be very early. For 1 may be 
carried away-juſt like Ganymede of Troy. 
1 hops my maſter grows well, and my miſtreſs 
continues bad. I am afraid the ladies will be 
Sone, and 1 thall ſay, 24 . 


| She's: Sone, es. never knew how much 1 lov'd her, 


SS > 


Do1 now. os me — whether you vill ſend for 
me — early —on Monday. But take ſome care, or 
= letter will-not m_— Tueſday. 


Tour, Nc. 
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LETTER CXCII. 


To Mes. TH RAL E. 


eicher MADAM,”  Oelober 16. age 6 


You that are —_ al the wits," delighting 
and delighted, have little need of entertainment 
from me, whom you leſt at home unregarded and 
| unpitied, to ſhift in a world to which you have 


made 


— 


Da. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 15 


made me ſo much a ſtranger ; yet I know you will 
pretend to be angry if I do not write a letter, 
which, when you know the hand, you will per- 
haps lay aſide to be read when you are dreſſing 
to-morrow; and which, when you have read it, 
if that time ever comes, you will throw away into 
the drawer and ſay —ſtuff! 8 
As to Dr. Collier's epitaph, Nollikens has had 
it ſo long, that I have forgotten how long. You 
never had jt. So you may ſet the S- — at 
defiance. 4 oy 8 | 
There is a print of Mrs. Montague, and I ſhall 
think myſelf very ill. rewarded for my love and 
admiration if ſhe does not give me one; ſhe will 
give it nobody in whom it will excite more reſ- 
pectful ſentiments. But I never could get any 
thing from her but by puſhing a face; and fo, if 
you pleaſe, you may tell her. 

- Thope you let Miſs S——-—— know how ſafe 
you keep her book. It was too fine for a ſcholar's 
talons. I hope ſhe gets books that ſhe may handle 
with more freedom, and underſtand with lefs dif- 

 ficulty. Do not let her forget me. | 
When I called the other day zu Burney's, 1 
found only the young ones at home; at laſt came 
the Doctor and Madam, from a dinner in the coun- 
try, to tell how they had been robbed as they re- 
turned. The Doctor faved his purſe, but gave 
them three guineas and ſome ſilver, of which they 
returned him three - and- ſixpence, unaſked, to pay 
the turnpike. ee e 
I have fat twice to Sir Joſhna, and he ſeems to 
like his own performance. He has projected ano- 
ther, in which I am to be buſy; but we can think 
on it at leiſure. | IX. 
Mrs. Williams is come home better, and the 
habitation is all concord and harmony; only Mr., 
Levet harbours diſcontent. | wa 


a6 LETTERS TO AND FROM ( 
With Dr. Lawrence's conſent, I have, for the 
| two laſt nights, taken muſk ; the firſt night was a 
worſe night than common, the ſecond a better but 
not ſo much better as that I dare 8 Gen virtue 
#9 the medicine, I took a ſcruple Jer — 
Nou Mils has ſeen the camp, liber ſhould 
write me ſome account of it. A however 
r of it, is one of the great 
human life. War and peace divide the 
buſineſs of the world. Camps are the habitations 
of thoſe who conquer kingdoms, or defend them. 
But what are wits, and pictures, and camps, and 
— There is ſtill a nearer concern to moſt of 
la my maſter come to himſelf ? Does he talk, 
and walk and look about him, as if there were 
yet ſ. in the world for which it is worth 
while: to live.? Or does he yet fit and ſay nothing? 
He was mending before he went, and ſurely he has 
not relapſed. - Jo grieve for evils is often wrong; 
| hg it is much more wrong to grieve without 
| them, All ſorrow that laſts longer than its cauſe 
is morbid, and ſhould be ſhaken off as an attack, 
of melancholy, as the - at of - a greater 
evil than poverty or 
I never e Dr. Dodd that gg 
Upon paper e Pratiied now Paper: 
will not hold. much more than my Wee 
which IR ſend . | | 
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DEAREST LADY, x bade Oh Robes 24, 1778, 


x 90 


HAVE written Miſs nuch à long letter, that I 
eannot tell how foon 1 ſhall be weary of writin 
another, having made no new diſcoveries ſin 


my laſt, either in art or nature, which may not 


be kept till we ſee'each other; and ſure that time 
is not far off. The Ducheſs is a good Ducheſs 
for courting you while ſhe ſtays,” and for not 
8 to court you, till my loſes all its 
value, Lou are there as I would have you, ex- 
cept your humours. When my maſter grows 
well, maſt you take your turn to be melancholy ? 
— appear to me to be now floating on the 
ay Hal of proſperity ; on a tide not governed 

e moon, but as the moon governs your 


i on a tide therefore which is never likely 


to ebb but by your own faults I think it very 


probably in your power to lay up eight thouſand. 


pounds a. year for every year to come, increaſing 
all the time, what needs not be encreaſed, the 
plendoup of all external appearance. And ſurely 
u 


ch a ſtate is not to be put into yearly hazard 


for the pleaſure! of keeping the Houſe full, or the 
ambition of outbrewing Whitbread. Stop now 
and you arg ſafe ſtop a few years, and you may 
go ap 5 on hereafter, if to 80 on ſhall tow 
worth While. Dort. 2119-405 


I am ſorry for Mis. CEE) ” we never wee 
make any thing of the lawyer, when we had him 
2 us. has got ſome vanity in her 
Vol. II. C 


* 
2b — 


head. 


„ eons . 
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„ oe noe 


__ a little kindneſs for 


4 b E a Ol 


head. Vanity always overſets a lad s judgment. 
I have not 1 ho it be Will and I do 
not know that I have told her. If Streatfield has 
me, I am glad. I call now 
and then on the Burney's, 5 you are at the 
top of mortality. When will you come home ? 

IIs days uf \ Dr. 3 ordered a new 
medicine, w to ht, but m 
| hopes are not high. Py mean to try howor:, and 
got languiſh without reidan, ati ATAH: + 
oung Deſmoulines is taken in an under-/ 

of Drury. lane; he knows re 
The ment ys 


. ors RA 
wn be have both died this month. I have known 

rthington long, n I be- 
Vere he 368 4.767% good Mays. 
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: 1Yioug liye Sir John Shelly, that lures 
i hunt: I hope 282 ſhake of phe 
dog, and come oaks as light'as a feather d 
long live Mrs. G——, that downs my miſtreſs. 
I hope „ as flexible as a ruſh. 
I ſee my ther 3 it is to my 
miſtreſs that [ 1 flexibility. As to the imita- 
tion imputed to Mrs. — if ſhe makes any 
thing hke a copy, her powers of imitation are 
very great, for I do not remember that ſhe ever 
ſaw me but once. If the copies me ſhe will loſe 
more credit by want of judgment than ſhe will 
gain by quickneſs of apprehenſion. 

Of Mrs. B— I have no remembrance ; per- 
haps her voice is low. 

Miſs * is juſt gone from me. I told 
her how you took © them all; but told her like- 
wiſe how you took to Miſs * 2 all poiſons 
have their antidotes. 

Sir Joſhua has finiſhed my Picure, * it ſeems 
to pleaſe every body, dut! ſhall watt to. fe how , 
it pleaſes you. 

Of your xonditiots' of Aippinels; de not fer 
your-heart upon —_— what Providence puts in 
your own: power. Tour debts you may pay 
much you may lay up. The reſt you can only 
pray for. Of your daughters, three are out of the 
danger of children's diſtempers, the other two 
have hardly yet tried whether they can live or no. 
You ought not yet to count them among Yar ſet- 
tled poſſeſſions. | 

1s it true that Mrs. D— is enceinte? ſe will 
give her great inſſuence. 

To-day Mrs. Williams and Mrs. Detkiulliles 
had a ſcold, and Williams was going away, but 
1 bid her not rurn tail, b en Ro, and ra- 
ther got ms © uppers hand. 

0 1 ©! 5 Yo00 wth 
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EE would come back wall 1 

you will find nobody, among " * 

vill loy WEIR as you are loved n | 
8 Deareſt Lady, 


Tour, . 


-_ 


LETTER excv. 


re Mrs. THRALE. 


| DEAR MADAM, | ES den g. 1978, 


HE Lord Mayor 2 diſmal day 
Will not this wea pes you 133 Per 
you know not any body that will be glad to ſee 
you. I our well will yield water again, and 
ſomething fuller you will find the pond; but then 
all the — are naked, and che ground damp 
N the year muſt go round. 
ou afe away I take great delight i in your 
letters, wg when ou talk ſo much of obligations 
to me, you ſhoul conſider how much you put 
me in as condition of honeſt 7 9/2ph. 
Young Deſmoulines thinks he has got ſomething, 
he knows not what, at Drury- lane; his mother 
talks little of it.—Sure it is not a humm? Mr. 
Levet, who thinks his ancient rights invaded, 
ſtands at bay, fierce as ten furies. Mrs. Williams 
Fer owls and ſcolds, but Poll does not much flinch. 
ery body is in want, I ſhall be glad to ſee | 
| Streatham 


1 en 
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Streatham again, but 1 can find no. reaſon for go⸗ 


ing to Brighthelmſtone, but 8 of h my mi 
SE Le ae Lakes | 


2 gg: G76. | 
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LE TTER cxcv. 
. THRALE to Dr. JOUNSON, 


— Nov. 11, 1778. 


1 very kind, dear Sir, in wiſhing us 
pt home, and we are very much obliged: to you 
or all your wiſhes, and all your good help 
towards our happineſs ; notwithſtanding the wor- 
thy parallel you draw between yourſelf and hone 

Fo 90%. That letter in Clariſſa was always 2 
yourite of mine tis nature, tis truth, and wi 
I delight in ſtill more, tis general nature, not 
ular manners, that Richardſon - repreſents ; 
—Honeſt Joſeph, and Pamela's. old father and 
mother, are tranſlatable, not like Fielding 8 fat 
landladies, who all ſpeak. the Wiltſhire dialect— 
arrow. man, or arrow woman, inſtead of er a 
man and e er a woman. Such minute attentions to 
things ſcarce worth attending to, are at beſt, ex- 
cellencies of a meaner kind, and moſt worthy the 
of, him who colle&s Dutch paintings in 
preference to the Italian ſchool. But I dare not 
add another word on this ſubject, though you are, 

2 Richardſonian yourſelt, 

With 


4 
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With r dn. en <+/Irg 
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Sancho 
pHiett. - Burney thall” be {you on the 26 
now we 120 2 about? ardlon and Win 
if we will, A of any thing elſe but coming home; 
for did not wife Vin, > go to fleep as ſoon as he 


was within fight o his 2 country, which he 
had hunted no leſs than ten long years? And 
does not the Iriſhman, when at half the earth's di- 
ameter from his miſtreſs, cry out, 45 / my dear 
Sheelah O Shalah, were I once within forty miles of 
' thoſe pretty eyes, 7 would never deſire to be nearer 
them in all my life? 80 phy ould not I, after 
fretting to core 4 Ul ce we came hither, 
though | never faid ſo—why ſhould not I, now 
the day is fed forget and think no more don't? 
That, ſays Mr. Johnſon, is a bad place of 2 
the beſt good thing is bad "Au and, 4 0 


true of Brighthelmſtone this Autumn ; 
week we had ſome ſtorins that were ef N. 
To: ſes the ſhip how he Foight, 45 te 
and! the les 1 — bes 
99 84 
What: Wo Mis. Wilkams and 
ebſnpared to the Winds and the 
3 2 are hörn lanthorns (you remem. 

her) and paper lunthorns, but Whit are they when 
_ oppoſe to the fun knd moon ? "Winter is coming 
bn apdes, that's certain ; and it will be three 

bet at lealt that we ſhall live Without the Hght 
of her leaf or bloom ; we will try 

ood hamour; und make ourſelves all tde 

— ea, can; I have loſt more dan Spring and 
Bumier -I have loft What made my happineſs in 
all ſeaſons of che year; but the black dog ſhall 
e 15 maſter and ayfelf. 


. 
. * * > . : 107 „ 4 
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85 at 1 remains; 2 — * gf leg to "ule? yy > 
Aba Keep good humour RN, whate' er we Joſe. - 


he fpeech in this place is, how we eſeape thi 
melancholy months that ſhew a decaying year, be- 
caufe there are no Teaves to fall forſooth. ule 
don't * know April from November without 
trees? Methinks, wanting woods to tell the ſea- 
ſons, is as bad as wanting a weathercock to know 
which way the wind blows. Here is Mr. * * *, 
however who talks all about taſte, and claffics, and 
country cuſtoms, and rural ſports, with rapture, 
which he perhaps fancies unaffected was riding 
by our chaiſe on the Downs yeſterday, and ſaid, 
becauſe the ſum hone, chat one could not per- 
ceive it was Autumn, for, ſays he, there is not 
one tree in ſight to ſhew us the fall of the 1 5 


and hark! how that bird ſings, continued he, OR 
eptied TI, 


kke the firſt week in May. No, no, r 

that's nothmg but a poor robin-redbreaft, whoſe 
chill wintry note tells the ſeaſon too plainly, 
| out” from the ye 


getable king dom. 


. 31a 4 a 

y miſter is à god man, an e be 
has made me ſomęe valuable preſents here; and 
he ſwitns now, and forgets the b black. 

Mr. Murphy is 2 man whoſe eſteem every one 
muſt; be proud of y 1 wrote to him about Eveling 


two daybago. - 


Mr. Verale is be komfort of our lives hete. 
Driven from buſineſs by in health, he conc 


his/ powers now 16 ſerve private friends. For true 
vigour of mind, for eartable . — 

he Has lông loved, for penetration 9 fin | 
Ag" ways: and Tpirit to purſue" it E hre "BA 


IFF r Wn . 8 
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none exceed him. How much more valuable is 
ſuch a character than that of à polite ſcholar, your 
belles lettres man, who would never have known 
n bees eee not Virgil written: his 
Georgi | 725 
"our 6 ring Geet i has! ba left. very complete- 
in Wales. Was it the aſhion to leave cards in 

ior's - time? 1 cache not—Yet he ſeems 5 
5 to the e 1355 N i 

Ar ew. mon 

| Should ; in life s viſit leave their , 
And in the dene, babe, A 
- Fran was SR. and Gd 400 fair, 


4 * * 1 * - * 
* k 403 1 1 £ 
* +7 4 It $ #" & 4 a. & . 4 
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e Lam not m felf half e· 
| enough to Mr. 5 5 5 f gra 
my .old -houle and pigures-/i in 9 
you deſpiſe them, yon do not, I am ſure, deſpiſe 
me for deſiring that he ſhould: be pleaſed. 80 
2 do pray help to Acbarss ſome of my debts 
po FEM and write him a pretty letter pn his 
2 po birth -and- get it, finiſhed, ſigned, ſealed, 
and; dees at fartheſt— before. the oy Comes of 
age, if you can. 
_ of My, friend © $2. is dying, ſore entoughs' but 
> need be in no concern for his 
future ſtate, on the ſame ſcore; ſhe trembled for 
bs: do you remember how prettily ſhe 
ongratulated me A py mother, Gau g fo 
ven, while poor ——, ſays ſhe, God knows, 
what will become. of him AN were; nat for the 
Mayoril he would: ney el bare known Chriſt mas 
from Whitſuntide. Ah! dear Sir, and don't * 
| 1 prize you more, now I: have Joſt, my laſt 
urviving parent ?—Such.. a parent !—Yes, yes 


| 90 * have FED children, but * 
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A father and mother alone that one is 
loved. I, poor ſolitary wretch! have no regs 
now from any one, except what I can purc — 
good behaviour, or flattery, or inceſſant fatigue of 

attention, and be worked at beſides, ſick or well, 
with intolerable diligence, or elſe 1 loſe even you, 
whom I daily eſteem more, as I ſee the virtue of 
ſome fo diluted by folly, and the underſtanding 
of others ſo tainted by vice. I am now far from 
happy, yet I dreſs, and dance, and do my beſt to 
ſhew others how merry I am.——lt is the Winter 


robin that twitters wmough, not the Summer throſ- 
tle that ſings. 


I long to come home, but wherever I am de- 
2 e Free, 20 


Dax sun, | 
| Four moſt obedient ſcrvane, 
H. L. THRALE. 


Mr. Scraſe gives us fine fruit; 1 wiſhed you my 
pear yeſterday, but then what would one pear have 
done for you? | 


| LETTER 
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LETTER exert, 


r. vue, THRALE, 


. 


DEAREST MAD An, - Mew! 1 a 


HEN I really think 1 hall be very glad to 
| all ſafe at home, 1 tall-eakly forgive 
2 kis long ſtay, if he leaves che dag behind 
him. We will watch, As well as we can, that the 
dog ſhall never be let in again, for when he comes 


wie firſt ching he does is to wotry my maſter, 


This time he gnawed him to the bone. Coane. 
_ faid Rider's Simapae pombe a man richer than 
the Indies, But ſure he that has the Indies in 
his poſſeſſion, may without very much philoſophy 
make himſelf = So much for my maſter 
and his dog; a vile ond it i is, but I hope if he is 
not hanged he is drowned ; with another luſty 
ſhake he will pick my maſter's heart out, 
I Have begun to take valerian; the two laſt 
nights I tock an ounce each night—a very loath- 
ſome quantity. Dr Lawrence talked of a decoc- 
tion, but I ſay, all or nothing; The firſt night 
I thought myſelf better, but the next it did me no 
ood. 
; Young Deſmoulines ſays, he is ſettled at a week- 
ly pay of twenty-five ſhillings, about forty pounds 
a-year. Mr, Macbean has no buſineſs. We have 
tolerable concord at home, but no love. Wil- 
liams hates every body, Levet hates Deſmoulines, 
and does not love Williams. Deſmoulines hates 
chem both Poll loves none of them. 
Dr. Burney had the luck to go to Oxford the 
only week in the year when the library is ſhut up. 


He 
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He was however y kindly treated ; as one man 
js tranſlating Arabick, and another Welſh, for his 
ſervice, 2 told me that you wrote to him 
about Evelina, Francis wants to read it, 

And on the 26th Burney is to vis Lars Pray 
why ſo? Is it not as he that I ſhould bring Bur- 
ney? My maſter is in his old lunes, and ſo am 
I. Well, I do not much care how it is, and yet 
AUR en 

Pray make my compliments to Mr. Scraſe. He 
has n things which 1 wiſh'to have, his know- 
ledpe of buſineſs and of the law. He has likewiſe 
a great chair, Such an one my Maſter talked of 
getting; but that vile black dog—— * 

Mrs, Queeney might write to me, and do her- 
ſelf no harm; ſhe will neglect me till I ſhall take 
to * and then Queeney may break her heart, 
can be blamed? 1 am ſure I ſtuck to 

Queone as lang as I could. = 
oes not n how: fall his canal will be 
when he comes home? Now or never. I know 
not how the foil was laid; 2 towards the 
canal, it may pout in a great d | of water, but 
1 ſuſpect it flopes the wr way. 

This is but the fourteenth day; here are twelve 
more to the twenty-ſixth, Did you ever hear of 
notching a ſtick ? howeyer we have it in Horace— 
traditur dies die; as twelve days have gone, twelve 
days will come. 

ector of Birmingham j juſt looked in at me. 
He is come to his only — who is ill of a can- 
cer T belieye with very little hope, for it is knot- 
ted in two places. 

I think at leaſt I grow no worfe ; perhaps vale- 
dan may; make me better, Let me have your 


prayers. 
1 lem, deareſt Lady, 
"LETTER 
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| Twit, write to 1 once more before, you 
come away; but nil myhi. reſcribas—l hope 
to ſee you, Burney and I have ſettled it; * | 
will not take a poſt-chaiſe, Mercy to ew my 
independence. 
Now the dog is drowned, 1 thall ſee both you 
and my maſter, juſt as you uſed to be, and with 
Jour being as * have been; your friends 
very reaſonably be e ſatisfied ah. be n 
you can. 
| Return, n if you pleaſe to Queeney 
for her. letter. 1 do not yet deſign to leave her 
for Suſy; but how near is the time when ſhe will 
leave me, and leave me to pul or 07 body ay 
Maine me u 


— 7 e 3 8 g 
* et illi, quos tibi demſerit, 
"OT annos. 


* 


6 


gone. Tou are "4 this time left alone to my 
over the Steine, and liſten. to the waves. This i is 
but a dull life. Come away and be buſy, and 
count your poultry; and look into your dairy, | 
and at leiſure hours learn what revolutions have 


ei at Streatham. 
| I believe 
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I believe I told you that Jack Deſmoulines is 
rated upon the book at Drury-lane five-and-twenty 
- ſhillings a-week. 

Baretti has told his muſical ſcheme to B— 
and B——woill neither grant the queſtion nor d. 
He is of © pinion, that if vt. fail it will 
ſucceed, —— if it does not ſucceed he conceives it 
muſt fail. 

It is to ſpeak dubiouſly about futurity. It 
is likewiſe not amiſs to hope. 

Did I ever tell you that * was married? 
It ſo fell out, that * * * fell in love with a 
girl whoſe fortune was ſo ſmall that he perhaps 
could not mention it to his father ; but it happen- 
ed likewiſe, by the lottery of love, that the father 
liked her ſo — as himſelf to recommend her to 
222, Such coincidence is rare. 

Come now, do come home as faſt as you can: 


Come with a whoop, come with a call, 
Come with a good will, or come not at all. 


I am, e. 
— . ——— 


LETTER CXCIX. 


To Ms. T HR AI. E. 


March 10, 1779. | 


Aw: ſo; dear Madam, it is a mumm to ſee 
who will ſpeak firſt. I will come to ſee you on 
4] | Saturday, 


„ LEPTERS T0 AND FROM 

Saturday, only let me know whether I muſt come 
to the Borough, or am to be taken up here. 
Baretti's golden dream is now but filyer. ' He 


is of my mind; he fays. there is * 
0 


i for 7 | 
diverſions. But we make another onſet on Fri- 
Gay, and this is to be the laſt time this ſeaſon. 

got my Lives, not yet quite printed, put neat- 
together, and ſent them to the King; what he 
of them I know not. If the King is a Whig, 
he will not like them; but is any 


So far had I gone, when in Ene The There 


who will have the hongur of bringing it. 


LETTER CC. 
To Mr. THRALE. 


DEAR MADAM, March 18, 1779. 


Tur RE is ſome comfort in writing, when 
ſuch praiſe is to be had. Plato is a multitude. 
On Monday I came Jate to Mrs. Veſey. Mrs. 
Montague was there; I called for the print, and 
got good words. The evening was not brilliant, 
but I had thanks for my company. The night was 


| troubleſome. On Tueſday I faſted, and went 


to the Doctor: he ordered bleeding. On Wed- 
neſday I had the teapot, faſted and was blooded. 
Wedneſday night was better. To-day I have dined 
at Mr. Strahan's at Iflington, with his new 9 
„ nt . 


| Da, SAMUEL JOHNSON: 3. 
To-night there will be opium. To-morrow the 


. 


teapot. Then heigh for Saturday. I wiſh the q 
Doctor would bleed me et every body 
that I meet ſays that I look than when I was : 
laſt met. | ö 


Nr 


I am, dear eſt Lady, 
Your, Se. 


L E 1 1A 'CCT. 


Te Mrs. THRALE. 


DEAR MADAM, .f 20, 1779 


Tuz viciſfitudes of things, and the eddics of 
life, are now carrying you ſouthward, and me 


* 
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northward. — motos ? | 

I muſt beg of you to ſend Mr. Watſon's papers Y 
to my houſe, directed for him, and ſealed-up. 1 
know-not- whether he does not think himſelf in f 
danger of piracy. : 

Take care that Suſy ſees all that 80% has ſeen, ' By 
that the may tell her travels, and give chem 3 taſte = | 
of the world. And take care, and write to me 1 


very often; till we weet again ; and keep. Mailer 
is goodeboaghts eee 0s 2 14 


„ 


LETTER 


an — „ ally ror he ne 


_. dined at Stowhill. My breath very ſhort. 
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' To ſe \THRALE 


MADAM; Litchfield, May 29, 1579. 


TI nave now been hete a week, and will try 
| 2 Fine or ſuch parts of it as are 


57 mind for communication. 
riday. We ſet out about twelve, and lay 


at Do 


On Saturday. We dined with Mr. Rann at 
Coventry. He intercepted us at the town's end. 
I ſaw Tom Johnſon, /who had hardly life to know 
that I was with him. I hear he is — dead. In 
the evening I came to Luey, and walked to Stow- 
hill; Mrs. Aſton was gone or going to bed; I 
did not ſee her. 

Sunday, —Afﬀter dinner I went to Stowhill, ind 
was very kindly received. At night I ſaw my old 
friend Brodhurſt—you know him the play-fel- 


| low of my infancy, and gave him a guinea- 


Monday. — Dr. Taylor came, and we went with 
Mrs. Cobb to Greenhill. Bower. I had not ſeen 
it perhaps for fifty years. It is much degenerated. 
Every thing grows old. e in e fetch me 
next Saturday; _ 

Np Gree came to be us, 40d 1 ordered ſome 
F well —Phyſick, and 2 little company. 1 
dined, I with Lucy both Monday and Tueſ: 
yr VL 


y. 3 | 
Wedneſday. ? I had a few viſits, from Peter 
Thurſday. Garrick among the reſt, and 


Friday. 


Ds. SAMUEL JOHNSON. | 3 


— . N ben me 
0 78 
Saturday.— Mrs. Aſton took me out in her 
chaiſe, and was kind. I dined with Mrs. 
Cobb, and came to Lucy, with whom I found, 
nn Lady Smith and Miſs 
B You do not think 
it much makes me forget Streatham. However 
it is good to wander a little, leſt one ſhould dream 


that all the world was Streatham, of which one 


may venture to ſay, none but "itſelf can be its pa- 


I am, Oc. 


LET TK com 


To Mrs. THRALE. 


DEAR MADAM, + Aſhbourne, June 14, 1779. 


OUR account of Mr. Thrale's illneſs is very 
terrible; but when I remember that he ſeems to 
have it peculiar to his conſtitution, that whatever 
diſtemper he has, he always has his head affected, 
L am leſs frighted. The ſeizure was, I think, y 

poplectical ut hyſterical, and therefore not of | 
prom 98 life. I would have you jou an lt tt 

0 as You think er! fait truſt, 
1. 8 Brymſield 


4401 Mot 


Ver IL 


„ — - > 
„„ * * uns 4 „„ mo 2 


* - FS... 2 
—— —— ̃ — ñ „ rn. een. ooo 
: 


| practice ap — 4 not to . an : an _apoplexy 


FFA oo Sr II * ¶——V— — oy 


„ LETTERS TO AND FROM 


Bromfield ſeems to have done well; and by his 
That 

a ſolid an ber 
Dr. Miirſigl;-an an Italian hyſician, whoſe ſeizure 
was more violent than Mr. 7 Thrate's, for he fell 
don helpleſs; but his caſe was not conſidered as 


of much danger, and he went ſafe home, and is 


now a profeſſor at Padua. His fit ene 


as only hyſterical, 9 
I hope Sir Philip, * franked: yok; letter, 
eomforts you as well as Mr. Seward. If I can 


comfort you, I will come to you, but I hope you = 


are now no longer in want of any help to be 


— 5 ö 


7 


o 3 
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I am, s. 


The Doctor ſends his 8 ; he is one of 


the people that are growing old. 
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How near... f hy hs: | al are to extreme danger. 
Me are merxy ot ſad, or buſy or idle, and forget 


that death is A e over us. Lou are a dear 
lady for writing A The caſe, as: as; you. now 


deſcribe 05 is wor 21 conceived it when I 


read 


. A ²˙ A r — 
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read your firſt letter. It is ſtill however not apo- 
17 55 but ſeems to have ſomething worſe than 
yſterical, a tendency to a palſy, which I hope 
however is now over. -I am 1 that you have 
Heberden, and hope we are all ſafer. | am the 
more alarmed by this violent ſeizure, as I can im- 
pute it to no wrong practices, or intemperance of 
any kind, and therefore know n 80 2 an 2 
fence or preſervative can be obtain > 
has certainly leſs exerciſe than when "en len 
the foxes, + he is very far from unwieldineſs or 
inactivity, and further ſtill from any vicious or 
dangerous. exceſs. I fancy, however, he will do 
well to ride more. 
Do, dear Madam, let me know every poſt how 
he goes on. Such ſudden violence is very dread- 
ful; we know not by what it is let looſe upon us, 
nor by what its effects are limited. 77 | 
If my coming can either aſſiſt or divert, or be 
uſeful to any purpoſe, let me but know. I will 
ſoon be with you. 
Mrs. Kennedy, Queeney's- Baucis, ended laſt 
week a long life of diſeaſe and poverty. She had 
deen married about fifty years. 
Dr. Taylor is not en amiſs, but * 0 | 


N eee Q 
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P. S. Direct he 1 next to Lichfield. 
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LETTER o. 5 S 
re. Mes, THALE. 


DEAR: MADAM, | Di Alba, June 17, 1779. 


| 1” Lk ths W Be ban aid not alarm 
me NOD to the danger, for indeed it did 
. cribe the danger as it was. I am glad that 


you have Heberden, and hope his reftoratives and 

preſervatives will both be effeftual, In the 
preſervatives dear Mr. 'Thrale muſt concur ; yet 
What can he reform? or what can he add to hits 


1 and temperance? He can only fleep 
| e will do, however, all we can. 10 


Lichfield to-morrow, with intent to baſten to 


Streatban, 
Both Mrs. Aſton and Dr. Taylor re had 
ole: of che pally. The Lady was fixty-eight, 


and at that age has gained ground it; the 
Doctor is, Chi * Par young, and he is quite 


well, only 


cious of every ſenſation in the pec- 
cant arm. I hope my dear maſter's caſe is yet 
lighter, and * as his age is leſs, his recovery 
will be more perfect. Let him * his * 
1 n his mind * 


5 am, Jewel and deareſt, 
Your, Oe. 


LETTER 
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LETTER CCVL 
To Ms. THRALE. 


DEAR MADAM, 6 Lickfield, June 19, 1779 


W azrnes i it was that your defcription of 
dear Mr. Thrale's diforder was J indiſtind. or that 
Jam not ready at gueſſing calamity, I certainly 
did not know our danger our danger, for ſure 1 
have a ml in it, till that danger was abated, 

_ I am glad that Dr. Heberden, and that you 
perceive io plainly his 8 He certainly will 
not de without any at I can give him a- 
gainſt pernicious n His ener of ſloep, 
if he ſlept in the night, was doubtleſs very uncom- 
mon; but I do ner think that he ſlept himſelf into 
a palſy, - But perhaps a lethargick is likewiſe a 
paralytical diſpoſition, We will watch him as well 
as we can, I have known a man who had a ſtroke 
like this, die forty years afterward without ano- . 
ther, I hope we have now nothing to fear, or — 
more than 1 is r unalteradly inyolved in the * 4 
man. 

* begin now to let looſe my mind after 

and Birney. I hope they are both well. It will 
yo be long before I ſhall be among you; and it 


a very great ce of Ae e 
bende Ame 5 


ud lam, dear Madam, 
Your, c. 
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LETTER cn. 


3 To Mr. T HR A L. E. 


* 


DE AR SIR. Lichfield; Jour 252 


10 ſhew you how well J think of your health; I 
bave ſent you an hundred pounds to keep for me. 
It will come within one day of quarter day, and 
that day you muſt give me. I came by it in a 

very uncommon l wondendt fi | 
it with the reſt. 

My ikea lee —— if the thought it poſ- 
fible = me to be indifferent or: negligent about 
your health or bers, If I conld have done any 
good, I had not delayed an hour td come to you, 
and I will come very ſoon to try if my advice can 
de of wm ſe,” or 1 (company: of any entattain- 
ment. and 2G Lon: ? 

What can e you muſt do for — $'r TY 
do not let any uneaſy thought ſettle in your mind. 
Cheerfulneſs and exerciſe are your great remedies. 
Nothing is for the preſent worth your anxiety. 
Vivite læti is one of the great rules of health. I 
believe it will be good to ride often, but never to 
wearineſs, for . 24G is itſelf a temporary reſo- 
lution of the Nerves, and is: therefore to be avoided. 
Labour is exerciſe continued ta fatigue - exerciſe 
is labour uſed only while it produces pleaſure. 

Above all, keep your mind quiet, do not think 
with earneſtneſs even of your health, but think on 
ſuch things as may pleaſe without too much agi- 
tation; among which 1 hope is, dear Sir, 


| Your, &c. 


LETTER 
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I. ET TYE'R! CCVIIL. 
To Mrs. THRALE. 


DEAR MADAM, "Jon 24, 1579. 


Tnovon 1wohettiday ts Mr. Thrale, 
I think I muſt write this day to you; and Thope 
this will be the laſt letter, for Jam coming up as 
faſt as I can; but to go down coſt me ſeven 
9 08 and I am loth to come back at the ſame 
You really do not uſe me well in thinking that 
I am in leſs pain on this occaſion than Tought to 
be.“ There is nobody left for me to care about 
but you and my maſter, and I have now Fo many 
years known the value of his friendſhip, and the 
importance of his life, too well not to have him 
very near my heart, I did not at-firſt underſtand 
his danger, and when I knew it, I was told likewiſe 
that it was over—and over I hope it is for ever. 
I have known a man. ſeized in the ſame manner, 
who, though very irregular and intemperate, was 
never ſeized again. Do what you can, however, 
to keep my maſter cheerful, and lightly buffy, till 
his health is confirmed; and if we can be ſure of 
that, let Mr. Perkins go to Ireland and come back 
as opportunity offers, or neceſlity requires, and 


keep yourſelf airy, and be a funny little thing. 
I am, Oe. 
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much diſorder, and your el: 
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' LET TiE'R CCIX. 
To. Mi T HR AI. E. 


DEAR SIR, +1, July 16, 277g. 


Tro UGH I wrote yeſterday to-my miſtreſs, 
: cannot forbear writing immediately to you, m 

e congratulation upon your recovery from ſo 

| cape from ſo much 

danger. I ſhould have had a very heavy part in 
the misfortune of loſing you, for it is not likeh 
that I ſhould ever find ſuch another friend, an 

oportionate at leaſt to my fear muſt be my plea- 

Os f , a 8 


As I know not that yau brought this diſeaſe 


upon yourſelf by any irregularity, I have no ad- 
vice — give 5 I can only wiſh, and I wiſh it 


ſincerely, that you may live long Ste Lok and 
belt, dear 


Jong count among thoſe that love you 
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LETTER cx. 


To Mrs. T H RAL E. 


DEAR MADAM, -- Monday, Od. 4, 1779. 


T HAD intended to ſend you ſuch à card as 1 
have incloſed, when I was alarmed by hearing that 
my ſervant had told in the houſe, for ſervants ne- 
ver tell their maſters, his opinion-- that for the 
two laſt days Mr. Thrale was viſibly worſe. His 
eyes are keen, and his attention upon ſuch occa- 
ſions vigorous enough, _ | 

1 therefore earneſtly wiſh, that before you ſet 
out, even though you ſhould loſe a day, you 
would go together to Heberden, and ſee what ad- 
vice he will give you. In this doubtful pendulous 
ſtate of the > ta advice may do much; and 
A be their power leſs or more, ate the 
only refuge that we have in ſickneſs. I wiſh you 
would do yet more, and propoſe to Heberden a 


conſultation with ſome other of the doctors; and 


if Lawrence is at preſent fit for buſineſs, I wiſh he 
might be called, but call ſomebody. As you 
make yourſelves of more importance, you will be 
more conſidered. Do not go away with any rea- 
ſon to tax yourſelves with negligence... You are 
in a ſtate in which nothing that can be done ought 
to be omitted. We now do right or wrong for a 
great ſtake. Vou may ſend the children and 
nurſes forward to-morrow, and go yourſelves on 
Wedneſday, Little things muſt not now be mind- 
ed, and leaſt of all muſt-you mind a little money. 
What the world has is to be ſold; and to be en- 
joyed by thoſe that will pay its price, Do not 
885 give 


* — = r - — 
ꝶ6 —Bᷣ— — — 


— 
— ——ä— — 


3 


* « En 
= — . 
* — 24 + —B 22 
ha 
* 


BESS 5 


4> LETTER TO AND TRM 


ive Heberden a ſingle guinea, and ſubſcribe a 
undred to keep out the French; we have an in- 


vaſion more i and an enemy leſs reſiſt- 


ible by power, and leſs avoidable by flight. I. 
** now done wh, 1 
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pan bai, 5 O4. 5. 1779. 
HREN Mr. Boſwell United on Mr. Thrale 


in u Soantiwidrk, I directed him to watch all appear- 


ances with eloſe attention, and bring me his ob- 
ſervations. At his return he told me, that with- 
out previous intelligence he ſhould not have diſ- 
Covered: that Mr. Thrale had been lately UL +; 
It appears to me that Mr. Thrale's diſorder, 
whether. Sum or ſerous,” muſt be cured by 
bleeding; and I would not have him begin a 
courſe 2 9 — without conſiderable evacuation. 
To encreaſ the force of the blood, unleſs it be 
firſt diluted and attenuated, may be dangerous. 

But the caſe is too important for my theory. 
The weaknels in my ankles left them for a day, 
bor Ta now med to a pain in uy = _ 
| | like 


< . 5 > 4 ti 1428 


* 


. SAMUEL) JOHNSON: 2 


Ike that at Brichthelmſtone. It is not bad, nor 


much more than troubleſome; an it will not 


be greatet, nor laſt long. 
Lou all go with the good | viſhes job, dear 
Madam, 0 10 
d ebrotge von, Ve, ® - 
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LETTER SE 
To Ms. T H RAL E. 


DEARMADA M. London, Od. 8, 1779. 


| BEGIN to be frighted at your omiſſion to 
write; do not torment me any longer, but let me 


know where you are, how you got thither, hoW 


ow live there, and every an elle that ons friend 
loves to know of another, „ 
Iwill ſhow you the way. H 4 
On Sunday the gout left my andes 155 f wear 
very commodiouſly to church. On Monday night 
felt my feet uneaſy. On Tueſday I was quite 
lame. That night I took an opiate,” having firſt 
taken phyſick and faſted. Towards morning on 
Wedneſday the pain remitted; ——Bozzy came to 
me, and much talk we had. l faſted another day; 
and on Wedneſday night could walk tolerably. 
On Thurſday, finding myſelf mending, I ventured 


on my dinner, which I think has a little interrupt- 


ed my convaleſcence. To day I have again taken 
Aae and” eaten only ſome N apples. 1 


hope 
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e gk It won u aun thin 
it wat nt Brighthelm 

This, Madam, is the of ani ef 
the hiſtory:of my head would perhaps be much 
ſhorter. 1 a it was the gout on . 
It has already loſt me two dinners abroad, dut 
then I have not been at much more <liarged, for l 
have eaten little at home. 

Surely I ſhall N 5 5 a 1 to-morrow. 


—— 2 — Fe ; a 


ah am, c. . 


_ one TT ER Cx I. 


Arne 246" May, NBA GS 7 


K * ic on Hoy (1 | of 
-DEaR MADAM, -- | London oa. 137. i779. 


1 THOUGHT it very. long till 1 heard from 
you, having ſent a ſecond we to Tunbridge, 
which 1 e you cannot have received. I do 
not ſee why you ſhould trouble yourſelf with phy- 
ſicians while Mr. Thrale grows better. Company 
and buſtle will, I hope, — his cure. Let 

him gallop. over the Downs in the morning, call 
is friends about him to dinner, and friſk in the 
rooms — night, and outrun time and outface mis- 


". Notwithllanding all authorities axalnlf blecding, 
Mr. Thrale bled himſelf well ten days ago. 


Tou will lead a jolly life, and perhaps think 
little of me; but 1 have deen invited twice to 


b SAMUEL JOHNSON: a 


Mrs. Veſey's converſation, but have not . 
that was in my ankles when 
criticiſed my paſſed into my toe, — have 
hunted it, and ſtarved it, and it makes no figure. 
It has drawn ſome attention, for Lord and Lady 
Lucan ſent to enquire after me. This is all the 

news that I have to tell you. _ Yeſterday I dined 
— Mr. Strahan, and Boſwell was there. We 
ſhall be both to-morrow. at Mr. Ramſay's. Now 
ſure I have told you nemo W e WEN 
to be an 


1 am, Ac. 


LET TER CCXIV., 
To Mrs. T HR AI. E. 


DEAR MADAM, A in 


| Tur advice given you by Dr. Pepys agrees very 
exactly with my notions. I would not bleed but 
in exigencies. Riding and cheerfulneſs will, I 
hope, do all the buſineſs. All alive and merry, 
mult be my maſter's motto. 

How did you light on your ſpecifick for the 
tooth ach ? You have now been troubled with 
it leſs. I am glad you are at laſt relieved. 
Tou ſay nothing of the younglings ; J hope they 
are not ſpoiled with the pleaſures of Brighthelm- 
ſtone, a dangerous 5 85 we were told, for chil- 


dren. You will do well to keep them out of 
harm's- way. ( 


From 
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From the youn glings let me paſs to u veteran; 
you tell me nothing of Mr. 8— ; I hope he is 

well, well, $0 cheerful and communicative. - Does Mr. 
Thrale go and talk with him, and do du run in 
and out? You N both be che better his con. 
verſation. . 

I am forry for poor Thoikas,' who u aber 
and civil man. It is hard that he ſhould be over- 
whelmed by a new-comer. But thou by ſome other 
Halt be laid as low. Bowen's day may come. A 
finer ſhop may be erected, kept by yet a fairer 
man, and crowded by greater numbers of fine gen- 
tlemen and fine ladies. 

My foot gives me little trouble; but it is 
not yet well. I have dined, fince you ſaw me, 
not ſo often as once in two days. But I am told 
how well l look; and 1 really think I get more mo- 
bility. 1 dined on Tueſday with Ramſay, and on 
Thurſday with Paoli, who talked of coming to ſee 
you, till I told him of your migration. 

Mrs, Williams is not yet returned ; but diſcord 
and diſcontent reign in my humble habitation as 
in the palaces of monarchs. —Mr. Levet and Mrs. 
Deſmoulins have vowed eternal hate. Levet is. 
the more inſidious, and wants me to turn her out. 
Poor Williams writes word that ſhe is no better, 
and has left off her phyſick. Mr. Levet. has ſcen 
Dr. Lewis, who declares himſelf hopeleſs of doing | 

Pot any good. Laurence deſponded ſome time 


1 thought [ had a little fever ſome time, but it 
ſeems to be ſtarved away. Bozzy ſays, he never 
ſaw me ſo well. I hope you will fay the ſame 
when you ſee me: methinks it will be pleaſant to 
ſee you all— there is no danger of my forgetting 
you, Only keep or bb al well, ang then 1 


h een F 
00 IF c. 


LE 


Dx. SAMUEL JOHNSON; a7. 


LETTER: CCXY. - 
To Mrs. THRAL E. = 
DEAR MADAM, be, 5 SOoeöacber 21, 1779 


Yous « treatment of little ++ © was un- 
doubtedly right; when there is ſo ſtrong a reaſon 
againſt any dhing as unconquerable terrour, there 
ought ſurely to be ſome weighty reaſon for it be- 
fore it is done. But for putting into the water a 
child already well, it is not very eaſy to find any 
reaſon ſtrong or weak. That the nurſes fretted, 
will ſupply me during life with an additional mo- 


tive to keep every child, as far as poſſible, out of 
a nurſe's power. A nurſe made of common mould 
will have a pride in overpowering a child's relue- 


tance. There are few minds to which tyrann 
not delightful; power is nothing but as it is * 
and the delight of ſuperiority i is n to 
the reſiſtance overcome. 

I walked yeſterday to Covent-gatden, and feel 
to-day neither pain nor weakneſs. Send me, if 


you can, ſuch an account of yourſelf and my 
5 


Sir Phili ſent me word that he ſhould be in | 


town, but he has not yet called. Yeſterday came 


Lady Lucan and Miſs Bingham, and the” faid it 


was the firſt viſit that ſhe had paid. 
Your new friend Mr. Bowen, who 1 ſold fifty 
ſets, had but thirty to ſell, and I am afraid has 


yet a ſet or two for a friend. There is a great - 
deal of fallacy in this world. I hope you do not 


teach the * wholly to forſake poor Thomas. 
The 
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The want of company is an inconvenience, but 
Mr. Cumberland is a million. Make the moſt of 
what you have. Send my maſter out to hunt in 

the morning, and to walk the rooms in the even- 
ing; and bring him as active as a ſtag on the 
mountain, back to the borough. When he is in 
motion he is mending. un 
The young ones are ver in mindin i 
book. "i Ido not 1 an of * 
vill. reflec upon me, as. I knew. nat ny trade ; 
for their parts are ſufficiently known, and every 
body will have a better opinion of their induſtry 
than of mine. However, I hope when they come 
back, to accuſtom them to more leſſons. 
Tour account of Mr. Scraſe gives me no de- 
light. He was a friend upon all occaſions, whe- 
ther aſſiſtance was + wont from the purſe ___ 
_ _ , underſtanding. When he is gone, our barrier 
; ' againſt calamity is weakened ; and we muſt act 
7 with caution, or we ſhall be in more danger. Con- 
| ſult him, while his advice is yet te be had. 
| * What makes Com— — hate B-—-— 
D ——— 1s indeed a rival, and can upon oc- 
. caſion provoke a bugle. But what has B——— 
k done? Does he not like her look :: 
has paſſed one evening with me. He 
has made great diſcoveries in a ſihrary at Cam- 


3 bridge, and he finds ſo many precious materials, 
| that his book mult be a porter's load, He has 


ſent me another ſheet. - | 


I am, deateſt of all dear Ladies, 
Your, cr. 
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ro Mel tO BALE 1 


DEAR COT 1, London, 08. . 5. 1779- 


JET me repait 255 done by mifinfor- 
mation to Mr. Bowen had at „ indeed 
only thirty, that is, two ſhares; but he after- 
ba purchaſed two ſhares more. So all that he 
ſays I ſuppoſe is true. 

On Saturday I walked to Dover-ſtreet, and back. 
Yeſterday I dined with Sir Joſhua, There was 
Mr. Elliot of Cornwall, who . enquired after my 
maſter. At night I was btn bo LadyLucan ; 
but ſhe was taken ill, and the aſſembly was put off. 
I am to dine with Renny to-morrow. 

I hope Mr. Thrale ſcours the country after the 
early horn, and at night flutters about the rooms, 
and once a- day makes 2 luſty dinner. I eat meat 
but once in two days, at moſt but four times a- 
week, reckoning ſeveral weeks together; for it is 
neither neceſſary nor prudent to be nice in regi- 
men. Renny told me yeſterday, that 1 look bet- 
ter chan when ſhe knew ine firſt. | 

he poſtman” s time, * T have no 
letter; and that is not well done, becauſe I bat 
for a letter; ; and. you hould always let me En 
| whether you and Mr. irale, and all the reſt, are or 
are not well. Do not ſerye me ſo often, becauſe 
your ſilence is always a diſappointment. 

Some old gentlewomen at the next door are in 
very great diſtreſs. Their little annuity comes 
from Jamaica, and is therefore uncertain ; and 
one of them has had a fall, and both are very 

Vol. II. * helpleſs ; 
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_ ſoon comes to ſpoi 
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helpleſs ; and the poor have you to help them. 
Perſuade my maſter to let me give them ſome- 


thing for him. It will * upon real 
want. 


1 hope all ihe e Ne g0 6 on wall that the 


_ eldeſt are very prudent, and the reſt ey merry. 


We are to den 1 but a little while 5. 
— our mirth. Old times e 
u us A precept IT a oye ut 
who has been able to obſerve it ? it? <> 
There is a very furious fellow writing with, 
* * main Wen the life of u 55 


Tam, oe. 
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To Mrs. T HRA ERC E 


DEAR MADAM, . e London, OR. 28, 1779. 
SOME days before our laſt ſeparation, Mr. 


Thrale and I had one evening an earneſt diſcourſe 


about the buſineſs with Mr, Scraſe. For myſelf, 
ou may be ſure I am very willing to be uſeful ; 
ut ſurely all uſe of ſuch an office is at a very 
great diſtance, Do not let thoſe fears prevail 
which you know to be unreaſonable ; a will brings 
the end of life no nearer. But with this we wilt 


| have done, and pleaſe ourſelves with 3 or. 


maſter multos et e 


* 
2 4 
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—— r 
party againſt her p ways hiſſed away the 
charge, ſuppoſing him a man of honour ; but I 
ſhall now defend him with leſs. confidence. Ne- 
quid nimis. Horace ſays, that Nil admirari is the 
only thing that can make or keep a man happy. 
It is with equal truth the only thing that can make 
or keep a man honeſt, The deſire of fame not 
regulated, is as dangerous to virtue as that of 

money. I hope C ſcorns his little malice. 

I have had a letter for *', which I have 
incloſed. Do not loſe it ; for it contains a teſti- 
mony that there may de ſome pleaſure in this 
world; and that I may. have a little of the little 
that there is, pray write to me. I thought your - 
ball letter long in coming. 
Ihe two younglings, * bindess them from 
writing to me. I hope they do not forget me. 

Will Maſter give me any thing for my poor 
neighbours ? I have had from Sir Joſhua and Mr. 
Strahan; they are very old maids, very triendleſs 
and very helpleſs. __ _ 
Mrs. Williams talks of coming home this week 
from Kingſton, and then there will be merry doings. 
| 2 eat meat ſeldom, and take phyſick often, and 
that I grow light and airy. A man that does 
wy gin to grow light and airy at ſeventy, is cer- 
. long ume, it he intends ever to be light 

and airy ; 
2 5 on Tueſday wit and hope her 
little head begins to Jeane She has, b 
ſome ſcruples about the company of a lady whom 
the has lately known. I pacified her as well as I 
could. So no more at preſent ; but hoping you 
are all in good health, as I am at this time of 
; Tay (focuſes haſte) 
ein Lam, deareſt deareſt Lady, 
225] Ta; Your, S . 
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"ot EEO n EG 1779. 
His day I thoug! 1 bel if Tote br. tence; bur 
ſo Lam Ana fers Mx. 1 * 
Mrs. e e dad Mr. Bren, | wo od 
elle,” puts me ut of your bead; a 12 now n 
more of you than if you were on "the other fide 1 
the Caſpfan I thouglit the two 50 een thin (gs were 155 
to write too; but for thèm Id Pos ch Lare. 

On Saturday canie home Mrs. Williams, nei - 
the? Selber nor worfe than” when ſhe Wentz 20d I 


dined at „ s, and found them well pleaſed 


with their Italian jo eng He took his Are = 
ſon; and three daughrers. (They ſtaid five m 
by Rome. They will have now ſomething tle 
I gave thy" poor "neighbour yur” Half g guinea, 
"y_ ventured upon making it 85 125 55 at my 
maſter's expence. Pray, Madam, ow do Towe 
you half # guinea? A e ey 
1 dined on Sunday with! Mr. Strahan, de 
not been very well for ſome little time. Laſt 
night! 1 was'afraid of the your,” but it is gone to- 


2 ww — 4 2 


There was: on Sunday al t a fire at the wörch 
— of London-brid „ Which has, «they ay, de- 


2 ſtro ved the water · wo 5 . 


Does Mr. Thrale Lonhighs to hunt in fields for 
health unbought ? If his, taſte of former pleaſures 


returns, i is a” ty wile jt proof of his recovery. 
When we met we 5 _ blades. 


. EF_F* EF 4 * 
: i 4 * : *. 2 1 | know 
* 
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I know nat well how it has happened, but I 
have never yet been at the 33. * has 
called twice on me, and 1 Dave ſeen ſome more 


een! away we go: 


Y 


- * —_— " . 0 
. . 
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LETTER 2 K.K. 


N e T6 Mis T HR ALE. 


* 


M MADAM,” "2+. London, Nov. 4, 1779, 

50 I may write, and write, and nobody care; 
but vou can write often enough to Dr. — 
oo ney ſent me a pretty letter, to which! 

ded a ſilly ſhort note, in ſuch a Ally white hand, 
that I was wid it was'no longer 

Thad heard before that? * * had loſt not 
only ten thouſand, as you tell me, but twenty thou- 
ſand, as you with great conſiſtency tell Dr. Burney ; 
but knowing that no man can loſe what he has 
not, I took it little to heart. I did not think of 
borrowing ; and indeed he that borrows money 
for adventures deſerves to loſe it. No man ſhould 
- put into a lottery more than he can ſpare. Nei- 
ther D 4” nor B have giren o oc- 
caſion to his loſs, 


Notice 


better. He is columen domus ; and if he 
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Notice is taken that I have a cold and a cough ; 


but 1 have been ſo long uſed to diſorders ſo much 


more afflitive, that I have thought on them but 
little. If they grow worle, ſomething ſhould be 
done. 


| hear from every body that Mr. Theuls grows | 


firm, little evils may be overlooked. Drive him 


out in a morning, lead him out at * Keep 
him in what buſtle you can. 

Do not neglect Scraſe. You may perhape do 
for him wha you have done for * * . ſe- 
rious affair I do not wonder that you cannot men- 
tion ; and yet I wiſh jt were tranſacted while Scraſe 
can direct and ſuperintend it. No other man, 
he ſhall have the ſame ſkill and kindneſs, which I 
know not where to find, will have the ſame in- 
fluence. 


Sir Philip never called upon me, though. he 


pa me to do it. Somebody elſe has laid 
bold 


upon him. 

I live here in ſtark ſolitude. Nobody has called 
upon me this live-long day; yet I comfort myſelf 
that J have no tortures in the night. I have 5 
indeed much fleep; but J 2 [ have enou 
for Jam not as FRY. . is © — as 
. | 


I am, ©. 
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LETTER ccxx. 
; _— 


"Led Nov. 7, 1779- 


1 * * * + +, | am glad that ſhe runs 
to you at laſt for ſhelter. Give her, dear Ma- 
dam, what comfort you can. Has any calamity 
fallen upon her ? Her huſband, ſo much as I hear, 
is well enough ſpoken of; nor it is ſuppoſed that 
he had power to do more than has been done. But 
life muſt have its end, and commonly an end of 
gloomy diſcontent, and lingering diſtreſs. | 
While you are vigorous and ſprightly, you muſt 
take into your protection as many as you can of 
thoſe who are totrering under their burden. When 
* want the ſame ſupport, may you always find 


752 bare for ſome time had a cough and a cold, 
but I did not mind. it; continuance, ma, 


* * - - 


the belles, 1 Toned wed When he 
comes back, fralick — Active, we will make a 
5 and drink his health, and have a noble 
57 the Lucans I have never heard fince. On 
Saturday, after having faſted almoſt all the w 
I dined with Renny. For Wedneſday | am in- 
vited by the ® ® * s, and if I am well, pur- 
2 to I imagine there will be a large com- 
The i . is to dine and ſpend the 
evening Too much at a time. LI ſhall be in dan- 
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ger of crying out, with Mr. Head, cntamarin, 


| whatever that may mean, for it ſeemed to imply 


tediouſneſs and diſguſt. I do not much like to go, 
and I do not much like to ſtay away. 
Have you any aſſemblies at this time of the year? 


and does Queeney dance? and does B-— dance 


too? I would have B dance with C, and 
ſo make all up. 

Diſcord keeps her reſidence in this habitation, | 
but ſhe has for ſome time been filent. We have 
much malice, but no miſchief. - Levet js xather a 


friend to Williams, becauſe. he hates Deſmoulines 


more. A thing that he ſhould. r more e 
Deſmoulines, i is not tobe found. 11 
I hear, but — * never tell me any thing, 
un to bathe. I 8 ſorry chat 
2 tooth- ach — you out of the ver le long. 
cauſe I know you love to be in it. ter 
If ſuch letters as this were to * ;you any 
thing, I ſhould hardly. write OT. but ſince 


they come to you for nothing, I am, willing e- 
nough to write, thou gh 11 have not 
becauſe a forry letters erves to keep on 


to ay; = 
om drop- 
ping — out of your head; and L vould — 
have you forget that acre is n fe: world bebe 
nr Madam, | rn 
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| LE TTER SC . 
r via. THAALE. 


DEAR MADAM, 15 London, Nov. 8, 1770. 


Ver are 3 dear dear lady, 1⁰ write ſo olten, 
and ſo ſweetly, makes ſome amends for your ab- 
ſence. Your laſt letter came about half an hour 
after my laſt letter was ſent away; but now I have 
another. 'You have much to tell me, and I have 
nothing to, tell you; yet I am eager to write, be- 
cauſe I am eager for your anſwer. _ 

* 2990 MEAL had told you his loſs. Ti it 
be only report, I do not much credit it. Some 
thing perhaps he may have ventured, but | do not 
believe he had ten thouſand pounds, or the means 
of borrowing i it. Of B—, I ſuppoſe the fact is 
true, that he. is- gone; but for b 1 loſs, can an 
body tell who has been the winner? And if he 
has bot a ſum diſproportionate to his fortune, why 
 thould be; run * when n cannot be com- 

elled? - - 

g Of Sir Thomas 1 can make no eſtimate ; but if 
he is diſtreſſed, I am ſorry ; for he was in his proſ- 
perity civil and officious. 

It has happened to —=—, as to many active 
and proſperous men, that his mind has been 
wholly abſorbed in buſineſs, or at intervals diſſolv- 

ed in amuſement; and habituated ſoflong to certain 
modes of employment or diyerſion, that in the 
decline of life it can no more receive a new train 
of images, than the hand can acquire dexterity in 
a new 
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a new mechanical operation. For this reaſon a 
religious education js fo neceſſary. Spiritual ideas 
_ be recolleted in old age, ut can Hardly be 
A 
Tou ſhall not hide Mrs. ** © * from me. For 
if ſhe be a feeler, I can bear a feeler as well as 
ou; and hope; that in tenderneſs for what ſhe 
Is from nature, I am able to forgive or negle&t 
what ſhe feels by affectation. I pity her, as one 
in a ſtate to which all muſt come; and I think 
well of her judgment in chuſing you to be the de- 
tory of her troubles, and-eaſer of ber boſom, 
Fondle ndle her, and comfort her. 
© Your letters have common 3 good para- 
h concerning my maſter, appears to you, 
and to every body, to mend upon the whole; 
though your vigilance perceives ſome accidental 
_ An ap Ara. alterations, which, however, Iam 
ng to hope are more rare and more light than 
| were at firſt, Let him hunt much, and think 
they and avoid ſolitude. Thope time has brought 
| ſome company whom you can call now to your 
table. Does he take to ? Does he love 
her as you profeſs to love ? with a fifth 
part of the kindneſs that ſhe has for me. I am 
well rewarded for what I have taught you of com- 
tation, by ſeeing our friendſhip divided into 
ctions; fo we ſtand, do we? as two to ten. A 
pretty appearance upon paper, and ſtill prettier in 
the heart. Wellgo thy ways, old ack. | 
Of the capture of Jamaica nothing is known, 
nor do 1 thin it probable or poſſible. How the 
French ſhould in a few days take from us an iſland, 
which we could not in almoſt a century take from 
a few fugitive Negroes whom the Spaniards left 
behind them, is not eaſily imagined. If you ſtay 


much longer in Suſſex, you may perhaps hear that 
London is taken. 
We 
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e have a kind of epidemick cold amongſt 
us, of which L have had my part, but not more 
than my part; and 1 r 
I have lived very ſparingly, but have ſome 


i + |» I am, deareſt Madam, 
Tour, De. 
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Mrs. THRALE to Dr. JOHNSON. 


Brighton, Nov. 11, 1779 


IT is a great pleaſure to me, dear Sir, that you 
ould be pleaſed with my correſpondence ; I hope 
there is approbation mixed with a partiality which 
does me infinite honour. I have know you pre- 
judiced in favour of people you could not quite 
approve ſometimes ; but I would not have that be 
my caſe, Lou fay true enough about our politi- 
fears, which magnify by mere diſtance from 

the capital, and paucity of converſation : not but 
that every one here has, I truſt, domeſtick ter- 
rors enough to employ his thoughts as well as 
myſelf—but thoſe are uneaſineſſes one cannot alt 
about, and tis therefore perhaps that we ſeek 
ſome common theme of lamentation, when all 
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tte dne does | Land hbw ſincerely one's heart 
revalts all day long againſt pneis own gonduft! 


outſtand all the 


es LEcrrEAs rO Aνο FROM | 


may-exprefs: concern, ant he applauded by@he 
veſt for appearing to feel it. (What an artificial 


Mr. Thrale's ſituation perpetually in my-thoughts, 


is a ſubje& on which no talk can be had even with 


you, yet what 'Ggnifies difſembling ſo—I know his 
danger. | 


Poor Mrs is paſt diſſembling her cares, 
or their conſequences, a ruined conſtitution : my 
maſter does not like her much, nor. diſlike her : 


wa 4.4. 


They will live too, I dare ays to the end of time, 
and ſee changes and loſſes affect the language with 
a variety oss Beh, while they remain juſt 
where they always were —in the _ 2 as 
the turf monument on Marlboro wns will 
= of Weſtminſter Abbey. 

Lam ſorry. to hear that there is an influenza 

about the town'Waitt'* What is the true reaſon of 


- theſe contagious colds? I have heard men account 


for them, 35 deing produced by # peſtlenal v. 
broken gut from ſome fiſſure of the earth 


3, chltapt regiony, Hut ee wore, that the caſe, | 


one ſhould hear accounts of its regular and mark. 
ed progreſs over the continent, from Which we are 
not ſo divided as to Want intelligence of leſs im- 
portant matters than theſe. What is bade in one 
country may, for aught I know, be füfldenza in 


- 


ber; however—do tell me when" you write 


angtne 
i bekere gut friend —— has loft ſome· 
ching. notwithſtanding your reaſons.to the con. 
mary: one may feaſon one's ſelf out of the belief 
af any thing, but I ſee the man Tooks all amazed 
hr TE ſome. 


| 
| 
| 
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ſomehow; and I. feel as ſure us if he had told me, 
that ſome great evif of the pecuniary kind has be- 
fallen him: if you wilt credit no illneſs till: vo 
ſee the patient panting for: life, or no money loft 
till you read over his banker's book, much may 
be ſuffered by us all while you eſcape from the ne- 
ceflity of ſympathizing, but we are ruining and 
dying all ther time. Do you remember when Mr. 
Per s told us of that fellow Ar, who would 
force us into a law. ſuit and then loſt his cauſe 
how I aſked in what manner he looked? Why, 
ſays Perkitis; he looted like à man that was not 
ſuited. He would ſay much the fame of Mr.. 
What ſhall . you next that is curious or en- 
tertaining, to keep up the liking you have to my 
lee Rey are not very — from their 
profundity: I was reading the other day in ſome 
ok, that Cardan was delighted in his old age to 
find that che letters he wrote in his youth were 
abſolutely unintelligible even to mtl. le recons 
dite were the ſubje&s' of them, and ſo deep the 
erudition in which' every ſentiment was involved: 
the ſatisfaction with which we ſhall one day re- 
view our correſpondence will <6" a very differ- 
ent nature from his. 
Lord Robert Manners told me a pretty 4 
here one day, à propos to nothing in the world; 
but l liked it, and will tell it you: he would have 
willingly ſworn to its truth. We were, ſays he, 
in the front of the battle at Fontenoy, when I ob- 
ſerved my friend Honeywood endeavouring to 
cleave down a ſoldier of the enemy, but his hanger 
ſticking faſt in the ſhoulder, the fellow gained pow- 
er to thruſt him through the fide with his bayonet, 
while another ſtruck him on the head and face 
with a ſabre, ſo that he immediately dropped: my 
attention being called away to-annoy * and 
15 "449% r ene defend 
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defend myſelf, I thought no more ont: but next 

day, when the waggons were carrying off the 
_ -wounded, I ſaw Ho on one of them, with 
half. a-dozen of ſoldiers lying a- top of him—Poor 
fellow, ſays I to myſelf, thou art done for now 
ſure enough. But what was my ſurpriſe when 
we came to Hanau, in receiving a meſſage, with 
Mr. Honey wood's compliments, and deſired I 
would come and ſee his et dreſſed. I went 
direaly—and now Bob ſharp, cries the 
lant creature, and thou ſhalt ſee my brains; 2 
Middleton the ſurgeon bet vine thas 
I have ſone. 

Was not this a fine courageous. fellow ? We 
have a loſs of Lord Robert; I loved his ſtories 
paſſionately ; and if one is to expect truth and ho- 
nour at all in this world, it is from an old general 
officer, with grey hair and crutches, who ſcorned 
falſehood in his youth, and muſt adde it in his 


3 chat no more though; my fears for Mr. 


-  Thrale arerenewed by his behaviour; yet nothing 


has happened; it is the general manner that alarms 
me—Burn all this vagabonding nonſenſe, and think 
what ſhould be done. Nay, pray be ſerious, 1 
ſhall write you a-very grave letter to-morrow: I 
am aſhamed to think I could talk about any thing 
elſe now ; but nobody apprehends any thing ns 
At In except 
Your faithful ſervant, _ 

* H. L. TH RAI. E. 
And to me 


The monſter death keeps full ; in light, 
And puts the fairy hope to flight ; 

.., Blackens th horizon all around, 
And points to the abyſs profound, 


. Pray write ſoon and ſeriouſly—I am 
— doing to dear Mr. Scraſe. 
L * 1 TER 
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LETTER CCXXIlL _ 
To Mrs. T H R A L E. 


DEAR MADAM. London, Nov. 16, 1779. 


Paar how long does a letter tarry between 
London and Brighthelmſtan ? Your letter of the 
12th I received on the 1 5th. 

Poor Mrs.“ * * * is a feeler. It is well that 
ſhe has yet power to feel. Fiction durſt not have 
driven upon a few months ſuch a conflux of mi- 
=_ Comfort her as you can. R 

L have looked again into your grave letter. You 
mention truſtees. 1 do not fee who can be truſ- 
. tee for a caſual and variable property, for a for- 
tune yet to be acquired. How can any man be 
truſted with what he cannot poſſeſs, cannot aſcer- 
tain, and cannot regulate? The trade muſt be 
carried on by ſomebody who muſt be anſwerable 
for the debts contracted. This can be none but 

ourſelf; unleſs you deliver up the Property to 
ome other agent, and truſt the chance both of 
his prudence and his honeſty. Do not be frighted ; 
trade could not de managed by thoſe who manage 
it, if it had much difficulty, Their great books 
are ſoon underſtood, and their language, 


If ſpeech it may be call'd, that ſpeech is none 
Diſtinguiſhable in number, mood, or tenſe, 


is underſtood with no very laborious application. 

The help which you can have from man as a 
truſtee, you may have from him as a friend; the 
p may give him power to perplex, — 
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will neither increaſe his benevolence to aſſiſt, nor 
his wiſdom to adviſe. 


Livid& a God; and on TA ly. 


. 


Who ſhould be. truſtee but for ou, for your own 


and your children's poſterity ? I hope this an end 

of this unpleaſing ſpeculation, and 9 
may take their turn. 
What Mr. Seraſe ſays about the Bordügb is 


true, but is nothing to the purpoſe! A houſe in 
the ſquare will not coſt ſo much as building” om 


Southwark; but buildings are more Hkely to- 

on in Southwark if your dwellings at St. ane. 

Every body kas ſome defire that deferts the great | 

road of proſperity," to look for pleaſure'in a bye- 
1 do n6t.ſee'withſo mach indighation Mr 


" Thrale's deüré 6 Being the HE Brower, 38 your 


deſpicable dread ef living in the Borough. Am. 
bition in little things, is better than cowardiee in 
little things; but both rheſe things, however little 
to the publick eye, are great in their conſequenees 
to yourſelves. -'The* World cares not how yoi 


| no: or where ou live; but it is the buſineſs: of 


| born 


him. When de retufns, let me ſee him 
and airy, and ſocial, and buch, and as kind | 


to me as in former times. Wl, 


Fo ſeem tobe afraid et 1 Gould de awed 


before you come back. I have indeed practiſed 
abſtinence with ſome ſtubbornneſs, and with ſome 
ſucceſs; ; but as 1297 50 talks of wpritin with 6 hat, 


1 


having no motive, 1 ng We ohtobay 2 

At home we do not much quarrel; but en 
the leſs we quarrel thę more we hate. lab i 
as much malignity amongſt us as can well ſu c 


without any thoughts of daggers or poifons. 
I N Mrs. 
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Fong if (ae, is by the help of frequent opera · 
deſtiny of le ben he vl di more lamented 
by her huſband, chan Lill promiſe 40 uſcfulnefs, 
wildom, or e There is —— 
operating diſtin dliligence Or 

therefore in his-compoſition: of a _— 1 tho bs 
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1. M THRALE. 


SR Nov. 20, 1779. 


IErzp“ EE Madam, 1 do not think that 
mY have any x reaſon, complain of Mr. „ Or 
What I propoſed is, I ſuppoſe, un- 
uſual. However, Mr. Thrale knows that I have 
fuggeſted intothin 2 you that 1 had not firſt ſaid 
2 him. 6 7 hear . well Wa faſt, 151 we 
not li a ole way is beſt ; and I ho 
Fl LO EY. ang. heit 0 7, and e 2 
145 away. with executors 2 - He 


DG bis famil i — 


neorre 


1 Ks was, 


alive; and ſuch is the - edpricious 
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lem not vered t you for not liking the Bo- 
rough, but for e eee better — 


other evils of | de. Ten muſt take 
phyſick, or be fi muſt live in the Borou 
of 'liveſtill: works. © al 7 335 asl 10 2 rough, 

_ » "Pray tell my how 1 1600 her for her 
letters; — fy urney that now ſhe i A good 
girl, I can love ber again. Tell Mr. Scrafe, that 

ſincerely glad to hear that he is better. Tell 


my maſter, 


cel 


at L never was ſo glad to ſee him in 
life, as I ſhall be now to ſee him well ; and 


yourſelf, that except my maſter, nobody has 


more kindneſs for you, than, 
Your, Cc. 
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"tad written o often. I have Had but 
etters from Bath, and the ſecond 1 on 


ected: and you N to be 
orgotten. I wonder what Ka 
my mind. Tou ſay rightly, that 


4+ 


"tha the firſt,” which you call ſo. many, 


Was ne- 


afraid of bein 


yo u but © 


pry hall not find 


15 ſuch 
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ſack arbilenibfar thirecis not if Lad e choice 


of all, ſuch another to be found. 119H19% haarhl 
It is happy, both — ahi Mrs. r 
that the fates bring to Bath at the ſame 


time. Do kite let's — * ſupplant the old; 

they who firſt diſtinguiſhed you wo the beſt claim 

to-your attention; thoſe who flock; about you now, 

_ your excellence upon credit, and er- 
o gain upon the world by your countenance. 


* have not quite negletted 1 . Addiſon | 
16 


is a long one, but it is done. not ſhort, 
and that is done too. I am upon Rowe, who 
cannot fill much paper. IT I have done them be- 
fore you come again, I think to bolt upon you 
at Bath; for I ſhall not be now afraid of Mrs. 


Cotton. Let Burney take care that ſhe does me 


no harm. 
The diligence of Dr. Moify Ido not underſtand. 


About what is he diligent? If Mr. Thrale is well, 


or only not well becauſe he has been ill, I do not 
ſee what the phyſician can do. Does he direct any 
regimen, or — Mr. Thrale regulate himſelf ? 
Or is there no regularity among you? Nothing 
can keep him ſo ſ fake 

ſo often mentioned, and which will be not only 
NY but pleaſant in the Summer, and be- 
fore Summer is quite gone, will be made ſupport- 
able by cuſtom. 

If health and reaſon can be preſerved by chang- 
ing three or four meals a week, or if ſuch a 
change will but encreaſe the chances of preſerving 
them, the purchaſe is ſurely not made at a very 
high price. Death is dreadful, and fatuity is more 
dreadful, and fuch ſtrokes bring both ſo near, 
that all their terrours ought to be felt. I ho 


that to our anxi for him, Mr. Thrale will add 


ſome anxiety for WS 27» 


F 2 Seward 


e as the method which has been 
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care about me, and more than all or elſe. 


the rooms. 
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y, and real Spence. 


but I did not much 
and 


odrel's 


Py 


and another careſſes you, 


ts you, 


nts to 
to walk; and amidſt all this, 


n bad. 
my maſter, 


1 


= 
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- 
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me one 
A 
Mrs. 
n r 
were not 


Sunda 
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ght go'to 
one courts” 


d 


*S 


or two, or 
my complime 
9 
and then a little of ine, and write 
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mind them, for th 
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now 
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2 Le with poor Lawrence, who 
is:deafer: tha ever. When he was told that Dr. 
Moiſy viſited Mr. Thrale, he enquired; for what? 
and ſaid that there was nothing to be done, which 
Natute would not do for herſelf. On Sunday 
evening I was at Mrs: Veſey's, and there was en- 


There was Dr. Barnard of Eton, and we made a 
noiſe: all the evening; and there was Pepys, and 
Wraxal- till L drove him away. And I have no 
loſs of my miſtreſs, who laughs, and frikks, and 
W long day, and: never thinks of 

r 

1 Ni. Thrale will but continue das 
wall 1 hope, come together again, and do as 
good things as ever ue did; but ne il 
be made too proud to heed me, and yet, as I have 


ſaid 2 write, ſhe told 
— She writes — to me. She can 
write home faſt enough. I have a good mind not 
to let her know, that Dr. Bernard, to whom I 
had recommended her novel, ſpeaks of it with 
great commendation ; and that the copy which ſhe 

ent me, has been read by Dr. Lawrence three times 
n . whas  gypley it is. * 


— has been ge girl, and wrote me a 
if Burney 


quiry about my maſter, hut L told them all good. 


— you, wr b re 
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minds me, than if | were a Brangton. Pray ſpeak 


to. Queeney to write again. 

Tons had a cold and a cough, and taken opium, 
and think I am. better. We have had very cold 
weather; bad riding weathef for my maſter, but 
be will furmount it all. Did Mrs. Browne make 
5 reply to you compariſon of buſineſs with ſoli- 

tude, or did you quite down her? Iam much 
pleaſed to that Mrs. Cotton thinks me worth 
a frame, and a place upon her wall. Her kind- 
neſs was hardly within my hope, but time does 
wonderful things. All wy fear is; that if L mould 
come again, my print would be mne 1 
fear 1 Mall never hold itt. 

Who dines with you? Do you ſes Dr. Wood 
ward-or Dr, on? Do you go to the houſe 
where they vrite ri the Tou are at all 
places of high noe and bring home hearts by 
dozens ; while I am ſeeking for ſomething to ſay 
about men of whom I know nothing but their 
verſes, and ſometimes very little of them. Now 
Fhave begun, however, I do not deſpair of m 
an end. Mr. Nicholls holds that Addiſon is the 
moſt zaking-of all that I have done. I doubt mw 
will not be done before-you come away.| | 
Now you think yourſelf the firſt writer in the 
world for a letter about nothing. Can you write 
ſuch a letter as this ? So miſcellaneous, — 
noble diſdain of regul 
works, ſuch graceful neg 
the ancient enthuſiaſts? Shes pure ride bf — 
= of friendſſip. Now of & ſhall I proceed 
to ſpeak? Of whom but Mrs. Montague? Hav- 
ing mentioned Shakeſpeare and Nature, does not 
che name of Montague force itſelf upon me? Such 
were the tranſitions of the ancients, which now 
ſeem abrupt, becauſe the intermediate idea is loſt 
to N underſtandings. 1 wiſh her name had 
at connected 
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donneRed itſelff with ip; but, ah Colin, 
hopes are in vain. One thing however is left 
me, Ichave ſtill to complain; but I hope I ſhall 
not complain much while you have ay &indnghs, 
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I DID not miſtake Dr. Woodward's caſe; nor 
ſhould haye wanted any explanation. But broken 
is a very bad word in the city. 
Here has juſt been with me * who has 
given—What has he given ? Nothing, | believe, 
gra He has given fifty ſeven leſſons this week. 
rely this is buſineſs, 
I thought to have finiſhed Rowe's life to-day, 
but I have five or - ſix viſitors who hindered me; 1 
and I have not been quite well. * week 1 
| N " diſpatch four or five of | 
T1 FETIJ It 
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Ibis 4 greut delight te bear fo-miich goed of un 
3 r 47 me/ good — you, and 
ſpenk well any; and all 6f you ſay what 
ot would wiſh of umy maſter. And wy feet 
r 5 r Wo Does hedridk thews) 
ters ne glaſs would do. ch good as it 
does her fat er. 1 N E 8 
You and Mrs. . muſt keep Mrs. 
about you; and'try to make a. wit of her. She 
will de a little unſki in her firſt eff 2 put you 
= ſee how precept and example WI bring | 
orwards. 
Surely it is very file to have your þ a? The 
wits court you, and the Methodiſts 14 you, and 
the whole world runs about you; and you write 
me word how we 8 h without m me: and 
ſo, go thy ways, 10 
That ſovereign 25 of water is the great medi. 
eine; and though Bis er are too bg, ot my my 
d 


maſte takes a glaſs of w 
"1 belle oe peach cr agg of 


pe. 
= 


tice, | believe: under ihe 
water drank at the pump, he may venture once a- 
week upon a ſtewU Rmiprey, © 06 © 

I with you all good; yet know not what to wiſh 
you which = have not. May! aligned continue 


and incr 
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DANN MAD M 31 London, april 16, e. 


mats! 
Of ac eee go were we ri 
— toll dy-Miſe Law. 
—— "or bead of any body . 
not:ſeeninor heard of 


it. I have 
pre ou: uo wry: 
thing that — 
nt [your you TED 
1 — 


nothing. e vat 181 vnn r ene 4 


ould-tell:you 
— . 
conc; of nl 


'know 


er ener -3 but my [alice mee debe 


regularity total recover. But gh the 
invaſion has bo repelled from life, the —— 
hasamade will requirerſome and much 
tion to repair it. You m grow weary — 
watching him, and he muſt nat grom-npationt of 
being watched. © 

Pray, of what wonders do you tell me? You 
make verſes, and they are read in publick, and I 
know nothing about. them. This very crime, 1 
think, broke the link of amity between Richard- 
ſon and Miſs M, after a tenderneſs and con- 
fidence of many years. However, you muſt do a 

eat deal more before I leave you for Lucan or 
— or any other charmer; if any other 
charmer would have me. 

I am ſorry that you have ſeen Mrs. W. She 
and her huſband exhibited two very different 

_—_ of human nature. But buſy, buſy, 
art thou. He e on himſelf to treat 

141144 | her 
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tenderneſs ; and to ſhow how little 
ſenſe will ſerve for common life, ſhe has paſſed 
through the world with on N than any 


of her family.” * 920 5 14 
Sir Philip's bill has been rejefted by the Lord. 
There was, J think, nothing to be objected to it, 


dut the time at which it was propoſed, and the 


intention with which it was projected. It was fair 
in itſelf, but tended to weaken government w 
it in to wenk airs UL TOL 18091 430 by 9 K 
es has no:bufineſs about you, but to 
de taught. Poor B. t tenderneſs is very 
* omfort her all you can. I 
wiſn ber well. -Declining life 18 very 4 
ſcene/":5 Müh 1 Harz binn tos galt, 

F leaſe to tell Mr- Thraley that I think l grow 
rather leſs; and — 22 
with n my challenge to alternate 
iet ʒ and * of ua, by adhering 
to it, eee caſe, and a much longer 


tim. en baiitsgsr 1590 H digen 


— Thougd I am g to dine with Lady Craven, 
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LETTER: COXMIX.. 
To Mrs. ra AE E. 


"DEAR MADAM,” 


R. E. — and Mr. . elde bes e 
— with your letter to the electors, and another 
which had drawn up, to ſerve in its place. 1 
thought a their objections juſt, and all their alte- 
rations proper. You had'mentioned” his: ſickneſs 
in terms which give his adverſaries ad 2 
confirming the report which they read 
with great induſtry, of his infirmity and inability. 

Vou fpeak, in their opinion, and in mine, with 
too little confidence in your on intereſt By 
fearing, you teach others to fear. nene 
avoidetd, and it is to take its chance 
How do you think I live? On Thurtday l 
dined with Hamilton, and went thence to Mrs. 
Ord. On Friday, with much co at Rey- 
nolds's." On Saturday, at Dr. Bell's. On .Sun- 
day, at Dr. Burney's, with your two ſweets from 
Kenſington, who are both well; at night came 
Mrs. Ord, Mr. Harris, and Mr. Greville, &c. On 
Monday, with Reynolds, at night with Lady Lu- 
can; to-day with Mr. Langton ; to-morrow with 
the Biſhop of St. Aſaph ; Fon Thurſday, with Mr. 
Bowles; Friday, —— ; Saturday, at _ Aca- 
demy ; Sunday, with Mr. Ramſay: ....+ 

I told — Lucan how long it was ics the 
ſent to me; but ſhe ſaid ] muſt conſider how the 
world rolls about her. She ſeemed pleaſed that 
we met again. 
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The long intervals of ſtarving 1 do not think 
+ Thrale, nor perhaps for myſelf, but 


| I knew nor how | to attain any thing better; and 
| y 
hin thee 


complaint: but O for 3 glaſs, once in four-and- 


tells me that 1 am very, well, and I_ 
now remains not much cauſe for 


twenty hours, of warm water! Can warm water 


3 only at Bath, as ſteam was to he found 
only at Lnighrlbridge ? Nature diſtributes her 


ae $4; bo cram LI wing rot 


/ | ey 
Water, de male a fre. I would have 


the young ladies + take half a glas very d day, 
* ii 
I not only-feour the town from day to day, bu 


4 or ob vr 
T ©" You didaot ll weiin y urn inſt be ke, 
Tbrale goes on. If he will, ———— 
2 e may live on theſe: e de 
F 42 
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- DEAREST MADAM, _ x 
Ms. Thrale never will ve abRinency, cl 


he ean perfuade himfelf to abſtain by rule. I 
lived on potatoes on Friday, and on to- 
day; but 1 have had, Jam afraid, too many . 


ners of late. I took phyſiek too both days, and 
hope to faſt to-morrow. When he comes home, 
1 Jakes and Jebb ſhall ſcold him into 
oe of ie comp Lam glad, however, that he is alwa 
——. 3 


durüge, 23 ven can, the 
— En 


3 5 more common than mutual diſlike 
where mutual approbation is cu expect- 
ed. There is often on both * rr fon not 
over benevolent ; and as attention is ſtrongly ex- 
cited, ſo that nothing drops unheeded, any dif- 
ference i in taſte or opinion, and ſome difference 
where there is no reſtraint will amen appear, 

it immediately generates diſlike. 
Never let criticiſms operate upon your face or 
our mind; it is very rarely that an author is 
xt by his .criticks. The blaze of reputation 
cannot be blown out, but it often dies in the 
ſocket; a very few names may be conſidered as 
perpetual lamps that ſhine unconſumed. From 
the author of Fitzoſborne's Letters I cannot think 
_ myſelf in much danger. I met him only once 
about 2 him years ago, and in ſome ſmall diſpute 
reduced bim to whillls ; 3 having not ſeen him 
3 | ſince, 
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fince, that is the laſt impreſſion. Poor Moore the 
fabuliſt was one of the company. 

Mrs. Montague's long ſtay, againſt her own in- 
_ clination, is convenient. You would, by 


your own conf want a companion; and the 
1s 2 


At Mrs. "Ord's I met one Mrs. 1 
travelled lady, of great ſpirit, and ſome conſciouſ- 
neſs of her on abilities. We had a conteſt of 
gallantry an hour bus,, ſo much to the diverſion 
of the company, that at Ramſay's laſt night, in 
a.crowded room, they would —— pitted us 
There were Smelt, and Me: Biſhop of St. Aaph, 
and Sir Joſhua, and — out of tale 
The exhibition, how will you do, either to ſee 
or not to ſee! The exhibition is eminent] ſplen- 
did. There is contour, and keeping, and grace, 
— all the varieties 7 
excellence. apartments were trul 
ble. The pictures, for the ſake of Ky wy light 
are at the top of the houſe; there we dined, and | 
I fat over againſt the Archbiſhop of Tork. See 
how Llive w ben | am not under ae, en. 
ment. in rr ; HI a 
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To Ms.:THRATLE. 


MADAM, Bok-court, Fleer-ſtreet, May 7; 1780. 


M R. P. has juſt been with me, and has 
talked much talk, of Aich the reſult is, that he 
thinks your preſence neceſſary for a few days. I 
have not the ſame fulneſs of conviction; but your 
appearance would certainly operate in your fa- 
vour, and you will judge better what meaſufes of 
diligence and of expence are neceſſary. Mon 
Mr. P—— fays, muſt be ſpent; and he is rig t 
in that you be made able to judge how 

properly. Perhaps, it 1 but per- 


far it is 
| haps, ſome deſire that I have of ſeeing you, makes 
me think the better of his reaſons. Can you leave 
Maſter? | Can you appoint Mis. governeſs? 
If you can, the expence of coming is nothing, and 
the trouble not much; and therefore it karl \ bet- 
your agents... 20 behaves well. 
ae . Wedneſday. with Mr. Fitzmaurice, 
* ho almoſt made me promiſe to paſs part of the 
Summer at Llewenny. To- morrow 1 dine with 
Mrs. Southwel; and on Thurſday with Lord Lu- 
can. Fo- night I go to Miſs Monkton's. Thus 1 
ſcramble, when you do not quite ſhut me up; 
but Iam mier ly under prtco 8 
* 4 e f ee wmych Was. 
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| tell my two dear that I will write to 
org el ny no den il * GOT 
EY ep 9 


*% 


© 0 1 Wes 2 


1 know of Hs: Deſinouine's eter, ſt will be a 
; greaticharity, 
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EN MADAM, _ * 
v0. f | . May 1 131 
| o D W deter 1 At 
| the very time when' you bes wr I was an- 
term our letter. 3 
een nqbody finee I faw Mr. ee 1 
have ior ore to ay, than when I wrote laft. 
My opinion is, that : ſhould come for à week, 
; and thew yourſelf, and 3 terms; for it 
| will 3 25 be pr. 
| that you deffalf ane and ee and Ae re 
clare the contrary, it will be anſwered, Why then 
| do they not appear? To this no reply Cant Wt 
| that will keep your friends in countenance.” A 
| little buſtle and à little oſtentation will pũt a ſtop 
to clamours, and whiſpers, and ſuſpicions fi — 
en 


[Dz.SAMUEIJOHNSON: : 8r 
friends, and calumnies of your opponents. Be 


briſk, and be ſplendid, and be publick. You will 


probably be received with much favour; and 
take from little people the 2 which your 
abſence Fork them of ma their ſervices, 
and exalting their- impo Tou may have 
more friends and fewer — 

It is always neceſſary to ſhew ſome good opinion 
of thoſe whoſe good opinion we ſolicit. Tour 
friends ſolicit you to come; if you do not 8 
you make them leſs your friends, by difre 
their advice. Nobody will perſiſt N in Nang 
thoſe that will do nothing for themſelves. . 

The voters of the Borough are too proud and 


too little dependant to be" ſolicited by deputies ; - 


they expect the gratification of ſeeing the candi- 
date bowing, or curteſying before them. If you 

are proud, they can be füllen. 
Such is the call for your preſence; what is there 
to withhold you? I ſee no pretence for heſitation. 
r. Thrale certainly ſhalt not come; z and yet 


fondly mult appear whom the people think it 


worth the while to look at. 
Do not think all this while that Tek to ſee 
you. I dine on Thurſday at Lord Klaue and 
on Saturday at Lady Craven 3; an 1 dined yel- 
terday with Mrs. Southwel. 

As to my looks at the Academy, 1 was not told 
of them; and as I remember, 1 was very well, 
and 1 am ye cnough pou. and am, 


$ * 
„ „ — 


7 * 
mae = e Deareſt 120 E - BY. 
y. 8 3 


4 7 — * ” - 
zds vino a „ bins 
5 : 0 6 4 4 by 4 7 
Di 135 1: 24813 Sd ritg) - Your. £9 
- 
ww { 1797 „ 18 13980 4 2 
Tt aged £11 2 44 #444 # wHS% + we# \ * 660 4 * 
17 _— 4 1 
"IP © ins Iv * 70 
r f 
4 & $. * . © * 3 . * . 
ww 4 4 — . — * 
| * 1 D 
. : | 8 2 C © 
91 L. . n 
151 114 - — 3 
Vor. 11. G LETTER 
o 


— * - Oo ea — 


— 


— — 


. CE — 8 


i 
. 
== 
,” 
1 
- 
- 
MM 
_—_ - 
182 
9 
11 
* 
1 
* 
, 
$4 
' 
= 
. 
4 
* 


i 
4 
d 
7 
| 
| 
7 
3 
| 
11 
4 


82 LETTER ro AND FROM 


* 
wy 4 


w— 


LETTER cerran. 


Sh THARALE s mo louszon, 
nein 7 „ 


s 12 Aa en 295 TY us 


at Compeigne, 
ou "teize ps o, 5 . Thrale 3. 25 
b yould | BY nil Frog a laſting peace; 


be ren unfavourable to fidelity per- 
„an 15 now ou gs apa after having 


-4 4 v 


hap 
five 5 8 breath, 2 might have done 
mote than another Word, und 1 will 
85 up afreſh the me Jae of your exploits at 
and how crols you were for nothing — 
5 Bong or other, Our. travels never make 
4 4 2 of 'of our converſation or correſpon- 
ence. to ſhewi m n in Southwark, 
or in any —— or. my-maller's, pleaſure or ad- 
vantage; but have no preſent conviction that to 
be .re-elefted would be -adyantageous, ſo 921. 
tered a ſtate as his nerves are in juſt now 
ot. Jou, however, fancy for a moment, that 
a from fatſgue — or dere to eſcape from 
Noa my duty ;—Ipiting. one's _antagohilt is 
reaſon that never ought . operate, and never 
does operate with, me: e nothing about 
a rival candidate's bend, care only about 
my huſband's health and fame; and if we find 
that he earneſtly wiſhes to be once more member 
for the 8 ſhall be member, if any 
thing done or ſuffered by me will help to make him 
ſo——This P and E—, r all the inha- 
an of the Borough, friends and foes, a are 


ly 


' Dx. SAMUEL JOHN son. 1 


fely perſuaded of, whatever 
Mall = his daugh ter gov Bow! fm. 
Bath, if to | wo, wir ron hs 
can he never 

Mrs. Deſmoulines has written, as we ſay, od. 
difhly; but ſince ſhe afked your leave, &c. it is 
well enough. The anecdote at Mrs. Ord's is ex- 


25 — 2 Aonh with I had been preſent to 


a converſation. Mr. Fitzmaurice is al- 
ood Griller both to you and me, than either of 
us deſerve.— I wonder (as the phraſe is) what he 
fees in us? Not much politeneſs furely. 

The Lives will be ade but we will talk 
of them another time: it is not author's ertticiſm 


over, or r HivaPs malignity, that gives laſting pain. 


w tooth be & e. 


Ow friend's ankindncs is Havder to bear than 
the wileſt, and juſteſt, and harſheſt cenſures of all 
the witz and ſcholars put together; beſides, that 
the venom of the viper is reſtorative I remember 

telling me once that Doctor Nugent always 
weed — into his baſon of broth while he 
was ſicx But i a talents, as the French 
call them, agree to 1 me, the Methodiſts love 
von, ſays my dear Mr. Johnfon. I do hope that 
my amiable friend Mrs. Browne does love me, 1 
mean with diſtinction; for her Tweet philan 
inchnesher to love and benefit the whole human 
race: Why ' ſhe ſhould, however, be called a 
Methodiſt, you muſt tell—for tis confidered al- 
ways a term of reproach, I truſt, becauſe I never 
vet did bear that any one perſon called himſelf a 
Methodiſt. The lady we are now is 2 


| nay mp be Chriſtian, who at t 
years e t in her perſon, and hi 

in . n vpe eading a 
| G 2 "If ſingle 
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: bluate u. her $10, ſhe re- 
See R 5 ip and by yttering her 
notions; of e immorality, n to keep 
Fange many acquaintance as, ſhe could I heard 
eyening chraw out a pretty thought, and 
a t Lean EY allect, a 125 one too, concern- 


ing the death of ſome gay triſker here at Bath, 
fie e de and e * are common. 
hours of ,z mere. pleaſure. hunting 


mortal, fald the; remind me of what I recollect 


_ theatre-when the play is done: all ſmoke, 


and ſtink of candles ill-extinguiſhed, a confuſed 
crowd half. Joſt-in darkneſo, th wometrs ſereams 
from time te ſime heard at the door horrible con- 
traſt to the gay ſhow immediately preceding :—diſ- 
mal end; of a fabuſous repreſentation—gloomy 
on, In oFran, air and ſantaſtio dream. Such a 


ta ker yon Jee od not be eaſiſy dorumid, as we 
Fall ät, by my little Kline eren ; 


Aozityde and ſociety. 8 „c 


2 Wellh bat if . __ will ſpeak- ſetioully 


upon — ee 4 * cbhvyerfation 
1 About it again yeſterday, on heriexpreſing 
* that Mr, Thrale would forego this 
ÞJophiſhle@ioneqipgdbulinels quit -the/ world -at 
one, and high oon his preſent heaſt and fu- 
Ne 1 one to do ſo, Madam, ſaid 
IJ, upon the ſirlt attack of ſevere ſickneſs, would it 
'be right heſides, tha that there are vices. peculiar to 
. AAR a8 9 80505 others conſequent upon 
ial, or in any way tumultuous life; and 


ee chat the Ws int lectusl regimen will uo 
5 5 | miore 


/ 


Di $amMveLfounsoON 383 


more ſült all ſouls; than tllat the ſame” diet wil) 
agree wich all conſtitutions, Retirement, like 
the Sabbath, was made for man, not man for re- 
tirement ; he who by nature or habit feels him: 
ſelf giddy, wild, and diſſipated, would be  pru- 
dent in ſeeking his cure from filent contem- 
plation ; but a ſullen or ſenſual perſon is likely to 
find fewer incitements to his favourite crimes in a 
crowd. S ned Lb 2. + cg 

They who converſe freely with recluſes, have 
heard ſtrange tales of our arch-enemy's diligence 
even within convent walls; and though my dear 
Mr. Johnſon is juſtly enraged at the preſent ſpirit 
of irreverent rapacity which ſeeks to overthrow 
' places once conſecrated to religious fetirement — 

| be is, 1 believe, himfelf perfuaded that the re- 
treats of piety were often too flight à ſhelter from 
groſs temptations; and that many mortals of each 

ex have rexired to worſe fins than thofe they left 
behind them in the worlele cg. 
The danger of this age and nation is all on the 
other ſide to be ſure and ſo far I granted to Mrs. 
Browne: —but *tis filly to live like the one- eyed 
doe in little Suſan's fable- book, without knowing 

there is alſo danger on the other. 

Z3o here is a counterpart to the famous fellow 
who made himſelf immortal, by reading a mili- 
tary lecture to Hannibal; yet I really repent no 
part of the converſation or letter—and am almoſt 
ſure ydu will approve the ſentiments. 

Shall we have ſome chat about the Lives now? 
that of Blackmore will be very entertaining I dare 
ſay, and he will be reſcued from the old wits who 
worried him, much to your diſliking: fa a little 
for love of his Chriſtianity, a little for love of 
his phyſick, a little for love of his courage - and 
a little for love of contradiction, you will fave 
him from his malevolent criticks, and perhaps do 
2411 | him 
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im the;honour to deyour him yourſelf—as a lion 
is {aid to take a great bull now and then from the 
wolves which had fallen upon him in the deſert, 
and gravely eat him up for his own dinner. 
Here mult end our correſpondence for |a while, - 
Let me ſee you at the Borough-houſe as Toon. as I 
get there: every body Rot muſt come up. di- 
realy, and my maſter urges me, and I am gong 
to arrange matters for my departure, —If I poſſi 
any of the wonderful powers you compliment me 
with, let me exert them now. Dear Sir Philip 
will lend me his valuable aſſiſtance it will not on 
this occaſion be invaluable, reſpected as he is by 
his own party. Here are letters come to call me 
to London—and they ſhall not find me dilatory 
now, nor lazy when I am arrived. 2 * ana 
Aivity. 
n the 


me, and add your counſel to our a 
3 will be Ts i 10 
occaſion, and eve W. e for 

Jear Nr" Thrate this emotive more! He Galle fag 
you, buſtle for himſelf the next time, and need 
none of us. Well, ſo he ſhall for aught I know; 
he is quite pert to-day, and ſo is 28h 


Your ever faithful, and |, 
obliged fervant, 


— - 


HL THRALE. 
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LETTER COXXBIY: 


To, Mrs, THRALE 


| Bolt- court, Fleet-ſtregt, | 
DEAR MADAM, London, May. g, 0 


Tris morning brought me the honour of a | 
viſit from Sir P Philip: p, who has been, to ſurvey 
Streatham, and thinks it will be long before you 
can return thither ; which he conſiders as a loſs 
to himſelf of many pleaſant days which your re- 
ſidence might have afforded. "We then tal 
about our miſtreſs, an ne. {RT 3, and Laid you 
had moſt wit, and literature, 

Mr. Evans brought me your letter, to which 1 | 
bad already ſent the auſwer; nor have I any thing 
to add, but that the more I refle&, and the mp 
1 hear; the more I am 1 of the 1 
of your preſence, Your advert; 
ever ſaying, that you LET of 1 or by fo 
dain to obtain it by the uſual ſolicitation, Either 
of theſe ſuppoſitions generally received ruins your 


intereſt, and yaup appearance confutes both, 


Cette Anne ſi belle, 
Qu'on vante fi fort, 
Pourquoi ne vient t'elle, 
Vraiment elle a tort. 


While you ſtay away your friends have no an- 
ſwer to give. 


Mr. P —, as I ſuppoſe you know, has 


refuſed to join with H —, and is thought 
of 


do bs in more * than Mr. Thrale. 


Of ————'s letter, I would have you not 
take any notice; he is a man of no character. 

My Lives creep on. I have done Addiſon, 
Prior, Rowe, Granville, Sheffield, Collins, Pitt, 
and almoſt Fenton. I deſign to take Congreve 
next into my hand. 1 hope to have done be- 
fore 75 can come home, and then whither ſhall 
I got 127 mime tot -: . 
hat comes of my dear, ſweet, charming, 
lovely, pretty, little Queeney's learning? This 
is a ſad long interruption, and the wicked 
world will make us no allowance, but will call 


2 Lucan ſays, ſhe ears Queeney is won- 
2 
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* 398. F 01 har ſpeak Hl: of 


„ 3 . 
Did I tell you that Scot and Jones both of- 
fer themſelves to repreſent the Univerſity in the 
place of Sir Roger Newdigate. They are ſtrug- 
gling hard for what others think neither of them 
I am not grown fat. T did thrive a little, but 
I checked the pernicious” growth, and am now 
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To Mrs, THRALE 


21:10 
DEAR MADAM, May 23, 1780. 


Yo UR letter told me all the good news. Mr. 
Thrale well, Queeney good, and yourſelf not fo 
ill but that you know how to be made well ; and 
now is gone, you have the ſole and un- 
divided empire I Bath; and you talk to many 
whom 2 ou cannot make wiſer, and enjoy the 
* ce of praiſe. | 
———— and you have had, with all your 
oa nothing finer ſaid of you than was 
laid laſt Saturday night of Burke and me. We 
were at the Biſhop of ——-——'s, a biſhop little 
better than your biſhop ; and towards twelve we 
fell into talk, to which the ladies liſtened, juſt as. 
they do to you; and ſaid, 7 1 heard, there i no 
riſing unleſs "ſamebady will cry 
[ was 10 night at Miſs // NE 83 Ae 
were Lady 8 and Lady Cranburne, and many 
ladies and few men. Next Saturday I am to be 
at Mr. Pepys's, and in the intermediate time am 
to provide for myſelf 'as 1 can! © 
| Fou cannot t ink how doggedly 1 left your 
houſe on Friday morning, and yet Mrs; Abbeſs 
gave me ſome muſhrooms ; but "what are muſn- 
rooms without my miſtreſs ; 
My maſter has ſeen his hand-bill; will be ſand 
to it? 1 have not heard a word from the IP 
ſince you went away. Huch 


© 
GH B*:&4a © 


Dr. 
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-- be wiſhed that the law may double its delays. 


Dr. Wilſan dies, he will take t. Margaret's, 


and then he will have the buſtle of the pariſh to 


amuſe him, I expect him every day. 
CNS hes Your, &. 
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J AM. glad my letter was fo good à one, 1 can 
eextain] othing too good of Mr. Thrale, for 
ſeemin fg ou Fg I 1 . Ok | 5 is wa 
my indiſpenſable. duty to, do, or of his daughter 
fox hehaving ſo ſweętiy in m abſence, We found 
engagements. out of number to be complied with; 
the firſt was a concert at the Dean of Oſſory's ( 
like his vialently), and that vexed me, be- 


caule. mx looks were not recovered ; and ſo I 

ſhone at the Creſcent like a pale moqn indeed. 
Here is every thing in-this pretty town of Bath 

every thing poſſible ; good and bad, for a I 
i EE ee. 


Das BAMU EL JOHNSON: gs 


ſee. | Did we tell you when we were in London 
the other day, bow. Miſs Burney picked up a fe- 

e infidel one ing, and bid her read Raſſe- 
las; and how I li hed on a fanatick, and bid 
her read Raſlelas ? Perhaps not, for you only call 


ſuch intelligence flattery ; though the London wits 
beat us at that too, when they talk of crying fire 
in the. ſtreet, that they may break up a conver- 
ſation which would otherwiſe them till 
next day. All this, however, we ſet on one fide 
during the election hurry. My maſter will ſtand 
to his hand-bill ; he /ikes it: and I like exceeding- 
ly your ſullen removal from the round tower, 
where muſhrooms would almoſt grow of them- 
ſelves now; the weather is getting ſo hot, Our 
ſlagſtones upon the South Parade burn one's feet 
through one's ſhoes ; but the Bath belles, fearleſs 
of fire ordeal, trip about, ſecure in cork ſales and 
a clear.conſcience. I wiſh that you would 
put in a word of your own to Mr. Thrale about 
eating leſs; for he will mind you more than us, 
and his too great ſpirits at this moment fright moe. 
Oh, here comes Dr. Moyſey, to talk about Whig 
and Tory, and the reign of King Charles the Se- 
cond ; how that ſtyle of converſation does wear 
one out, eſpecially from a profeſional man, and 
when one is wiſhing to bring forward a ſubject 
really intereſting. It would be a choice comfort 
to me if the people would agree to hate diſſention, 
and love one another, _> 4 mind their buſineſs, 
and hang the politicks. I am ſure I had plague 
enough with ſuch ſtuff at the Borough, no to 
be purſued with it here. Talk to Lawrence if 
you can commodiouſly, and let me know the re- 
ſult— / think the one glaſs of water which you 
ſcorn. o has an effect, and that effect not a good 
one — it gives dizzineſs ; but there is no imme- 
diate harm coming, our Doctors ſay. | 


How 
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Ho does Corigrey@s life turn Gu F Lell me 
all ws ns I wot ae you en 
flattered © nülk itſelf, when injecłed into the veins 
is poiſon, the wiſe men faß; f if adulation ul 
be forced upon you, eryiont; or run a5 to me, 


or any thing; but I erpect theſe Lites to ond 


clever things after. all, take as little pains 


them as you cam? we Will have all the 2 — proſe 


. fone time,” "ard den T ſhall be eee for 
con. N 

5 Nabu uss Helvea #8: dag! Sonthwirk" 65 
tion ſafe, for a difaf ppointment would half kill my 


huſband; and thers'? is no comfort in tiring every 


friend to death in ſuch à manner, and loſing the 


town at laſt. Ho- charming poop chat dear 


Mr. Deraynes behaved- Well! was really 
clever management to carry Sir Philip and him 
about together fo, at a time when they diſagreed 

every. ſubje& except ſerving me; and 
how "exceſſively agreeable they made themſelves 


that ee og John's! and how ſweer-it 


was to ſee them united cloſely in a'cauſe of private 
friendſhip! A my doings; ſays your boaſtful miſ. 
treſs: but I Know that water, though the moſt in- 


ſipid of all bodies, is the only thing which gives 


coheſion to every other; and which alone can unite . 
the moſt heterogeneous ſubſtances. ** 552, 1 
I have no care about enjoying Undivided em- 

pire, nor any: thoughts of dif puting it wiel Mrs, 
She conſiders her title as indiſputable 
moſt probably, though I am ſure I never heard 


' her urge it. 3 Elizabeth, you remember, 


would not ſuffer er's to be e riquired b an 
1 have read ſomewhere” that th the Great Mogul is 
never crowned. ' 9 e ien eee 
' How ſhall I fill up be coker: ſide oft the ſhizet ? 
With a * * os pleaſe; but it will, upon re- 
Ne _ _ -eonlideration, 
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conſideration, reach but a little way, ſo we * 
1 g andere e to ball 
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[ have got ſome new matter; Burney has juſt. 


ſhewn me a fine letter from a fine letter-writer, 
all about you, requeſting one body to requeſt an- 
other body to requeſt of —— that you will read 
a manuſcript play compoſed by I know not who: 
the fears, and delicacies, and daintifications of 
whom filled four ſides of a folio paper. I looked 
grave, and thought how diligently you would pe- 
ruſe it, how hard you would ſtudy it, and what 
marginal notes you would make - for though they 
don't inſiſt on erlticilm, they'll admit nc 80 
much for them; but I have uſed Mrs: Byrom very 
ill in not naming her to you, when her partiality 
is ſuch; that ſhe quarrelled with a friend for de- 
ing you elegance of manner here one day, though 
* 1255 ws —— you in the — 
converſation almoſt every other attainable excel - 
lence: but now that Mr. Taſker has u you 
to Venus, we will Vonder at „ : 
A- propos to gallan here is 2 Pentlemnen 
hooted out of Bath for ewitg a lady's love let- 
_ ters*to him; and ſuch is the reſentment of all the 
females, that even the houſe: maid refuſed to 
make his bed. I think them perfectly right, as 
be has — all the common ties of of ba! ; 
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and if he were to fleep on ſtraw 88 
inſtead of our old favourites the 
it would do him no harm, and fer the men a good 


example. 

Adieu, Dear Sir, all goes pretty well with us; 

but do to Dr. Lawrence about that verti- 
i enſation which T fancy is occaſioned by 

water. . 


— 


r 


LETTER vexxavy, 


1. u. -THRALE. 


#4 hu was *® 
* 4 44 be & i 2 ” 
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Iezt has been 3138 9 
1 ſhowed him ue letter; and you may eaſily 
believe we had fome talk about my maſter. He 
faid, however, little that was new, except this, 
which is of great importance, that if ever he feels 
any uncommon ſenſation in his head, 82 a8, 

„Pain, or noiſe, or giddineſs, he ſhould 
have immedinte recourſe to ſome evacuation, and 
thinks a cathartick moſt eligible. He told me a 
caſe of a lady, who faid ſhe felt a dizzineſs, and 
would bleed; to bleed, however, ſhe neglected, 
and in a few. days the dizzineſs became an apo- 
plexy. He ſays, but do not tell it, that the uſe 
of Bath water, as far as it did any thing, did miſ- 
chief. He preſſes abſtinence very rongly, as 
that which muſt do all that can be done; and re- 


commends 
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commends the exvrciſe of wa e 16nding 
more to extenuation than tht arp Io 
bas let out another ee! 2nd 
is come to town, briſk and vigorous, fierce and 
fell, to drive on his kewfuit. Nothing in all lift 
now eats be more prefligater than whit he is; anll 
if, in caſs, that ſo be, that they — Ayes 
him, he is reſolved not 40'ſp nor 
no timb, He ds, I believe, . His 
ſolicitor has turned him off; and I chink it not 
unlikely that he will tire ls Lawyers. — now 
ceny, wh good girl th 8. Pray 
dear at a e 
write one Ba her, and let me know her pro- 
in'the world. Bath is a good place Sor the 
| initiation of a young lady. 'She'6an nelthier be- 
come n . 
country; nor I the imagination that ſhe hies con- 
cealsd · in che crowd, us in London. Lady Lucan 
told me, between ourſelves, how much ſhe ha 
heard of Queeny's dccοmpliſnments] the muſt 
therefore ino be careful, ne eee 
the public eye upon her. 
A ory ſent me a vial, like Mis. Nelbit%s 
vial, of eſſence of roſes. What am I come to? 
Congreve, whom I diſpatched at the Borough 
while I was attending the election, is one. of the 
beſt of the little lives; but then I had Jour: con- 
verſation. 
You ſeem to ſuſpect that think you too earneſt 
about the ſucceſs of your ſolicitation : if I gave 
ou any reaſon for that ſuſpicion, it was without 
intention. It would be with great diſcontent that 
I ſhould ſee Mr. Thrale decline the repreſentation 
of the Borough, and with much greater ſhould 1 
fee him cjefted. To fit in Parliament for South- 
wark, is the higheſt honour that his ſtation per- 
mits him to attain ; and his ambition to attain it, 


wo 
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is ſurely tational and laudable. Iwill not ſay 
that for an honeſt man to ſtruggle for a vote in 
the legiſlature, at a time when honeſt votes are ſo 
much wanted, is abſolutely a duty, but it is ſure - 
M an act of virtue. The expence, if it was more 
I ſhould wiſh him to deſpiſe. - Money is made for 
ſuch purpoſes as- this. And the method to which 
the trade is now brought, will, I hope, ſave him 
* any want of what he ſhall now ſpend; 
— — out of your 
himſelf » well, and put: liother care out of your 
head. 

Ar. Edward Littletop's. buſineſs. with.me was to 
knowithe character of a candidate for a ſchool at 
Brewood in Staffordſhire; — thinks there 
are {eyenteen pretenders. „ 30. no 

Do not I tell you every t * what wouldſt 
thou; moreof: man? * fancy, be neceſſa- 
ry for you [to come up once again at leaſt, to fix 
your friends and territy your enemies. Take care 
to he informed, as you can, of the ebb or flow of 
your interelt ; and do not loſe. at Capua the vic- 
tory of Cann. - ov ojng oy note heck ne 
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2 LETTER 


Dx. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 


+ LET TER, COXXXVILL 


To Mr. T HR AI. E. 


DEAR SIR, C0 ondon, May 30, 1780. 


| Yovu never deſired me to write to you, and 
therefore cannot take it amiſs that I have never 
written. I once began a letter, in which I intend- 
ed to exhort you to reſolute abſtinence; but I 
rejoice now that I never ſent, nor troubled you 
with advice which you do not want. The advice 
that is wanted is commonly unwelcome, and that 
which is not wanted is evidently impertinent. 

The accounts of your health, and of your cau- 

tion, with which I am furniſhed by my miſtreſs, 
are juſt ſuch as would be wiſhed, and I congratu- 
late you on your power over yourſelf, and on the 
ſucceſs with which the exerciſe of that power has 
been hitherto rewarded. Do not remit your 
care; for'in your condition it is certain, that ſe- 
curity will produce danger. 
Fou always uſed to tell me, that we could ne- 
ver eat too little; the time is now come to both 
of us, in which your poſition is verified. I am 
really better than I have been for twenty years 
paſt; and if you perſiſt in your preſent laudable 
practice, you may live to tell your great grand- 
children the advantages of abſtinence. 

L have been fo idle, that I know not when 1 
ſhall get either to you, or to any other place ; for 
my reſolution. is to ſtay here till the work is 
finiſhed, unleſs ſome call more preſſing than J 
think likely to happen ſhould ſummon me away. 
Vo“. II. H Taylor, 
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Taylor, who is gone away briſk and jolly, aſked 
me when I would come to him, but I could not 
tell him. I hope, however, to ſee ſtanding corn 
in ſome part of the earth this Summer, but 1 
ſhall hardly finell hay, or ſack clover flowers. 
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DEAR MADAM, | 4 


| Yo U. miſtake about 4 wg 19 10 ae upon 
the AT z the 3 ee R's og fenior 
pr endary that are 
U e — . ak aneh be. Ni 5 garet's 
is one; which if Wi fon. dies, he may take if x he 
| pleaſes... He went home luſty and 44 having 
bultled ably about his lafit, walch. at. laſt, ; 
think, he will not get. . 
Mr. Thrale, you ſay, was pleafed to und that) 
with him 5 Lich ſeems therefore to be a new 
Ard I. hoped. he had known for many a 
year paſt that nobody can wiſh him better, It is 
ſtrange to find that 8 many have heard of his 
fictitious relapſe, and ſo few of his econt:nual re- 
covery. a 
o Et NOT theBiſhopand 
Mrs, Carter, and Sir _ and I know not e 
' ther 
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ther you nay not win a heat, now the town grows 
empty. Mrs. Veſey ſuſpects ſtill that I do not love 
them ſince that Arimage. But] buſtle pretty well, 
and ſhew myſelf here and there, and do not like 
to be quite loſt. However, I have as many invi- 
tations to the country as you; and I do not mind 
your breakfaſts, nor your evenings. 
| Langton is gone to be an engineer at Chatham; 
and I ſuppoſe you know that Jones and Scot op- 
poſe each other for what neither will have. 
If Mr. Thrale at all remits his vigilance, let 
the Doctor looſe upon him. While he is watch- 
ad he may be kept from miſchief, but he never 
can be ſafe without a rule; and no rule will he 
find equal to that which has been ſo often men- 
—— alternate we 3 at leaſt in 
this ſeaſon of vegetation, there is neither diftculty 
nor hardſhip. | | 


law, a e 
oo | Tour, Nc. 


London, Na. 8. Balt-caurt, Fleet - ſtreet, 
June 6, 1780. 
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en T'TE R S . ee 


*. Mrs, THRALE * 


181 I 


DEAR MADAM, 1 "Y | London; June'g, TY 8 


O we queſtion, Who Was imprefled with con- 
ſiernation? it may with great truth be anſwered; 
that every body was ee for N. was 
ſure of his ſafety. |; : - ) 

On Friday the — Proteſtants met in St. 
George Fields, at the ſummons. of Lord George 
Gordon, and marching to Weſtminſter; inſulted: 
the Lords and Commons, who all bore it with 
great tameneſs. At night the outrages began by the 
demolition of the maſs-houſe by Lincoln's Inn. 
An exact journal of a week's defiance of go- 
vernment I cannot give you. On Monday, Mr. 
Strahan, who had been inſulted, ſpoke to Lord 
Mansfield, who had I think been inſulted too, of the 
licentiouſneſs of the populace ; and his Lordſhip 
treated it as a very light irregularity. On Tueſ- 
day ng! ht they pulled down Fielding's houſe, and 
| burnt his goods in the ſtreet. They had gutted 
on Monday Sir George Savile's houſe, but the 
building was ſaved. On Tueſday evening, leav- 
ing Fielding's ruins, they went to Newgate to 
demand their companions - who had been ſeized 
demoliſhing the chapel. The keeper could not 
releaſe them but by the Mayor's permiſſion, which 
he went to aſk; at his return he found all the pri- 
foners releaſed, and Newgate in a blaze. They 
then went to Bloomſbury and faſtened upon 
Lord 'Mansfield's houſe, which they pulled down; 


and 
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and as for his goods, they totally burnt them. 
They have ſince gone to Cane-wood, but a guard 
was there before them. They plundered ſome 
Papiſts, I think, and burnt a maſs-houſe in Moor- 
fields the ſame night. n | 
On Wedneſday I walked with Dr. Scot to look 
at Newgate, and found it in ruins, with the fire 
yet glowing. As I went by, the Proteſtants were 
plundering the Seſſions-houſe at the Old Bailey. 
There were not, | believe, a hundred; but they 
did their work at leiſure, in full ſecurity, without 
ſentinels, without trepidation, as men lawfully 
employed, in full day. Such is the cowardice of 
a commercial place. On Wedneſday they broke 
open the, Fleet, and the King's-bench, and the 
Marſhalſea, and Woodſtreet- counter, and Clerk- 
enwell Bridewell, and releaſed all the priſoners. 
At night they ſet fire to the. Fleet, and to the 
King's-bench, and I know not how many other 
places ; and one might ſee the glare of conflagra- 
tion fill the ſky from many parts. The fight was 
dreadful, Some people were threatened; Mr. 
Strahan adviſed me to take care of myſelf. Such 
a time of terror you have been happy in not ſee- 
ing. 
The King faid in council, that the magiſtrates 
had not done their duty, but that he would do 
his own; and a proclamation was publiſhed, di- 
recting us to keep our ſervants within doors, as 
the peace was now to be preſerved by force. The 
ſoldiers were ſent out to different parts, and: the 
town is now at quiet. e nite» 
What has happened at your houſe you will 
know, the harm is only a few butts of beer; and 
I think you may be ſure that the danger is over. 
— 2 is a body of ſoldiers at St. Margaret's 
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fellow of little more than ſeventy, is naturally an 
unrèſiſted conqueror of hearts. uy a 


% 
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Of Mr. Tyſon I know nothing nor can gueſs 
do what he can allude; but I know that a young 


Pray tell Mr, Thrale that 1 live here and have : 


Ho fruit, and if he does not interpoſe, am not 


likely to have much; but I think be might as 


well give me a little, as give all to the gardener. 


Pray make my compliments to Queeney and 


I am, Qs, f 


— 


LETTER CRIUI. 


M. T HR AL E te D. JOHNSON, | 
| 2 | Bath, 3 o'Clock oh Saturday morning, 
ICS | 7 Jube 1, 7986; | 

On, wy Dear Sir! was I ever particular in 

dating a letter before? and is this @ time to begin 


do de particular When 1 have been up all night in 


trembling agitation, and only write now to drive 
time forward till the poſt comes in God pre- 
ferve the future fortunes of my dear girls, I am 
expecting their doom every inſtant: now am 1 
glad the Welch eſtate is not ſettled - one muſt find 
45 | ſomething 


= 
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ſomething to be glad of; and theſe barbarous be- 
ings cannot burn up fields of graſs nor foreſts of 
timber. Miſs Burney is frighted, but ſhe ſays 
better times will come; ſhe made me date my 
letter ſo, and perſiſts. in hoping that ten years 
hence we ſhall all three read it over together and 
be merry. Oh, no, no, no! here is poor proſpect 
of merriment; the flames of the Romiſh chapel 
are not yet extinguiſhed, and the rioters are going 
to Briſtol to burn that. Their ſhouts are ſtill in 
my ears; and I do not believe a dog or cat in 
the town fleeps this night. Mr. Thrale ſeems 
thunderſtricken, he don't mind any ching; and 
Queeney's curioſity is ſtronger than her fears, 
But perhaps you will aſk, 9e is conflernated ? as 
you did about the French invaſion : ſurely there 
is nothing pedantick in expreſſing fear now how- 
ever, nor —— very romantick in feeling it, 
when, for aught I can tell, our property will be 
deſtroyed to-night, and our purſued to- 
morrow. The mob had always an idea of my 
huſband's being a concealed Papiſt, and they uſed 
to ſay that we kept a prieſt in the houſe. 
1 remember at one election, a fellow reproach- 
ing another for being Mr. Thrale's friend; and 
calling out to him, that, you are to be made a 
cardinal, an't you, for ferving Popiſb Harry? and 
this new buſineſs of the Quebeck bill has given 
them freſn alarm. ttt PETE. 


| Triftes, light as alr, are to the jealous + 
Conſummation ſtrong, as proofs of holy writ, 


ſays Shakeſpear ; and when much wiſer men than 
an election · mob is likely to conſiſt of, once take 
up an hypotheſis, they are ſure to make all com- 
mon ſenſe and plain experience bend to it. Like 

the 
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the iron bed of the tyrant Procruſtes, who ſtretch- 


ed thoſe who were too ſhort, and lopped thoſe 
that were too long, till he made them fit. 

Oh, would to heaven theſe letters old but 
come! ſome hope 1 have in Perkins's ability and 
diligence, ſome in our dear Sir Philip's ever 
friendly care. God preſerve their lives for fami- 


lies which adore them. Ma they but ſave my 


children's fortunes from a truction ſo little ex. 


L 


The mad fools hete dad ae 
man till he ſcampered over the il, and ſaid they 
were ſure he muſt be the Pope, becauſe he lodg- 
ed on St. | James's Parade, and had a weer 
with gold flowers in it. 

Such ideots! but I have a better ſtory than that. 


When the ſoldiers were ſent for three hours ago, 


a ſhopkeeper's wife very wiſely ſaid to me, Why 
now, Ma'am, I begins to find what fools we were 
when we made ſuch a piece of work one election 
year, and ſaid that no ſoldiers ſhould come in 
the town, cauſe we were free Britons. Why, 
Lord have mercy, it was a great deal a better 


maxim to ſleep fa * in our beds, than de free Bri- ä 


tons and burned to death. 

So Toryiſm and martial law, and ſtanding ar- 
mies for ever; and when the Papiſts are all burn- 
ed, and the Proteſtants all hanged for burning 
them, the Jews may jump for joy. I think no 
one elſe can be pleaſed. 

Here come the letters; ſafe, ſafe, ſafe, Sir 
Ty kind creature, has been more than charm- 

; he has ſaved us all by his friendly activity 
God bleſs him Do go to his houſe, and thank 


him; pray do, and tell him how I love him he 


loves you and a viſit from Doctor Johnſon will 


be worth forty letters from me, though I ſhall 
Perkins 


write inſtantly. 
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Perkins has behaved like an emperor, and tis 
my earneſt wiſh and deſire, command if you pleaſe 
to call it ſo, that you will $0 over to the brew- 
houſe and expreſs your ſenſe of his good beha- 
viour.. | 501 

All is over ſo far, bleſſed be God: but Mr. 
Thrale is ſcarcely in ſecurity here, for the rioters 
-have ſtrange ideas about his Papiſm ſome how— 
We will move off therefore, and finiſh our Sum- 
mer at Brighthelmſtone, where I truſt there is 
peace and quietneſs ; and if not, why the ſea and 
the packet are at hand. Mean time, let us pray 
to be delivered alike from the dangers of deſpo- 
tiſm and anarchy. The miniature I have ſeen 
gives me a perfect idea of what you in London 
have been witneſs to—but here will be no camps 
they ſay, and in town we have been told all peo- 
ple are putting immediately under martial law. 
So farewell, and direct to Suſſex after to-mor- 
row; and let us hope theſe horrors are nearly at 
an end. Was not there an inſurrection once in 
Henry VIIIth's time ſomething like this? when 
foreigners, of whatever religion or country th 
might be, became victims to the fury of a miſ- 
governed multitude; many of which were hanged 
afterwards for burning the property of aliens, as 
they were then phraſed ? I think the ſtory is in 
one of our old folios at Streatham, and that the 
rioters proceeded exactly like thoſe of the preſent 
day. Tis one of thoſe fevers perhaps which ſome 
conſtitutions are ſubject to, and in a couple more 
centuries we ſhall have ſuch another ſhock to re- 
cover from. Mean time I ſhall not go to bed, be- 
cauſe my mind is too much agitated ; but as ſoon 
as this letter is folded up, the cold bath ſhall ſteady 
my nerves a little for packing my trunks, and 
carrying the family acroſs theſe country roads 

where 
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where leaſt confuſion may be expedited; und! we 
will get to the ſeaſide at Portimouth, and fo coaſt 
away to our old quarters. 
The worſt is, it will, before your letters reach 
me, be a full fortnight at leaſt; but never mind, 
every ſoul one meets will be able to give general 
accounts, and e ert iculars we may wait — or 
make more haſte, if to wait ſhould prove too dif- 
en” lam at * times and pony” | 


Dean Sin; 


ta: 4 Tour moſt faithful fervant, 


L. H. THRALE. 


Ee 


8 wrote you a long letter this. morning, or 
more properly yeſter morning, and {aid we 
were going to Briſtol, but Ia mult not 
mind i v1 , 
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LET TER CCXLIL 
To Mrs. THR ALE, 


DEAR MADAM, June 10, 1780. 


Yo U have ere now heard and read enough to 
convince you, that we have had ſomething to ſuf- 
fer, and fomething to fear, and therefore I think 
it neceſſary to quiet the ſolicitude which you un- 
doubtedly feel, by telling you that our calamities 
and terrors are now at an end. The ſoldiers are 
ſtationed ſo as to be every where within call; 
there is no longer any body of rioters, and the in- 
dividuals are . to their holes, and led to 
. priſon; the ſtteets are ſafe and quiet; Lord 
George was laſt night ſent to the Tower. Mr. 
John Wilkes was this day with a party of ſoldiers 
in my neighbourhood, to ſeize the publiſher of a 
{editions paper, * hes walks, and eats; and 
ſleeps in ſecurity. hiſtory of the tafſt 
week would fill you perk maso, it is with- 
out any modern example. 

Several-chapels have been deſtroyed, and feye- 
ral inoffenſive Papiſts have been plutidered, but 
the high ſport was to burn the jails. This was 4 
good Fable trick. The debtors and the eriminals 
were all ſet at liberty; but of the eriminals, as 
has always happened, many are already retaken, 
and twp pirates have futrendered themſelves, and 
it is expected that they will be pardoned. 

Government now acts again with its 
force; and we are all again under the e 


ft the _ and the law. 1 thought that it would 
be 
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be agreeable to you and my maſter to have my 
teſtimony to the publick ſecurity z and that you 


would fleep more „ Nane 1 told you that you 
are ſafe. 


Your, Ge. 


"CETTER wm. 
To Mrs, THRALE. 


DEAR MADAM, | London, fas ks; wY 


Arr; is well, and al is likely to continue well. 
The ſtreets-are all quiet, and the houſes are all ſafe. 
This is a true anſwer to the firſt enquiry which ob- 
trudes itſelf upon your tongue at the reception of 
a letter from London. The publick has eſcaped 
a very heavy calamity. The rioters attempted the 
Bank on Wedneſday night, but in no great num- 
ber; and like other thieves, with no great reſo- 
lution. Jack Wilkes headed the party that drove 

them away. It is agreed, that if hey had ſeized 
the Bank on Tueſday, at the height o eue. 
when no reſiſtance had been prepared, they might 
have carried irrecoverably away whatever they had 
found. Jack, who was always zealous for order 


and decency, declares, that if he be truſted with 
power, 


\ 
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wer, he will not leave a rioter alive. There is 
owever now no longer any need of heroiſm or 
bloodſhed ; no blue riband is any longer worn. 

——— called on Friday at Mrs. Gardiner's, to 
ſee how ſhe eſcaped or what ſhe ſuffered ; and told 
her, that ſhe had herſelf too much affliction with- 
in doors, to take en notice of che 9h. e 
without. | 

It was ſurely very 1 hat you and Mr. 
Thrale were away in the tumult; you could have 
done nothing better than has been done, and muſt 
have felt much terrour which your abſence has 
ſpared you. 01 

We have accounts hete of great iolencis com- 
mitted by the Proteſtants at Bath; and of the 
demolition of che maſshouſe. We have ſeen ſo 
much here, that we are very credulous. 
Pray tell Miſs Burney that Mr. Hutton called 
on me yeſterday, and ſpoke of her with praiſe; 
not profuſe, but very ſincere, juſt as I do. And 
tell Queeney, that if ſhe does not write oftener, 
I will try to forget her. There are other pretty 

irls that ee 1 could get, if * were not con- 

t 

My Lives go on but Jouly. I hope to add 
ſome to them this week. 1 with bey were well 
done. 

Thus far I had written vhen received your 
letter of battle and conflagration. You certainly 
do right in retiring; for who can guels the caprice 


of the rabble ? My maſter and Queeney are dear 


people for not being frighted, and you and Burney 
are dear people for being frighted. I wrote to you 
a letter of intelligence and conſolation ; which, if 
you ſtaid for it, you had on Saturday ; ; and l | 
wrote another on Saturday, which perhaps may 


follow you from Bath, wi ſome atchievement of 
John Wilkes, | 
I Do 
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Do not be diſturbed 3 all danger here is ap · 


| parently over : but a little agitation ſtill continues, 


We frighten ane another with ſeventy thouſand 
Scots ta canis hither with the Dukes of Gordon 
and Argyle, and cat us, nch hang us, ar droun 
us; but we are all at quiet. ock 

am though 1 hardly know why, that you 
are gone to Brighthelmſtone rather than to Briſ. 
tol. You are/ſamewhat nearer e and I may 
E | Brighthelmſtone will 
foon begin to F, Thrale loves | 
the place; and you will Foy Mr. Scraſe; and 
though I am ſorry Ithink s ſhould be ſo out- 
rageouſly: uirooſted, I that r has en 


Of — at Bath idee 
hire all day. An expreſs muſt have been ſent : 
for the report arrived many haurs before the paſt, 
at leaſt before the diſtribhution of the letters. This 

I mentioned in the firſt part of y latter. 
ile I was yet uncertain of the fact. 

When it is known that the rioters are qualled 


| long enough; 


in London, their ſpirit: will ſink in every bee 


prey,” and Rare more un * ve nde 
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LETTER CCXLIV. 
To Mrs. HR AE Bo: © 


| DEAREST MADAM, „ 


Evzxy thing here is ſafe and quiet. This is 
the firſt thing to be told; and this I told in my 
laſt letter directed to Brighthelmſtone. There has 
indeed been an univerſal panick, from which the 
King was the firſt that recovered. Without the 
concurrence of his miniſters, or the aſſiſtance of 
the civil magiſtrate, he put the ſoldiers in mation, 
and ſaved the town from calamities, ſuch. as a 
rabble's government muſt naturally produce. 
Noa you are at eaſe about the publick, I 

tell you that I am not well; 1 hn Kats cold an 


yeſterday I faſted and was blooded, and to-day 
took phyſick and dined : but neither faſting, nor 
N nor dinner, nor phyſick, haye yet made 
1 Er SIT danger over, than this people 

No ſooner was the r over, than the p 
of the 2 h found out how fooliſh it TO be 
afraid, and —— themſelves into four bodies 
far the defence of the place z through which they 
now march morning and evening in à martial 
manner. bl 

I am glad to find that Mr. Thrale continues to 
grow better; if he is well, I hope we ſhall, be all 
well: but I am. very-weary of my cough, though 
have had much worſe. 


- — 
t 4 


re K 
Op. 2 _ 1 
Am, 7 
* . # 4 . 4 
g - 
« y ” 
+ + „ 9 A EY - » - wats 1 n . - 
f 15 . F 71 1 4 
. % 4 2 & * #& 4 «a% *F 4 Sa % hav we 4 * "4 a 
* * % %- 
- 
j 
- 4+ 4 + 
j * . 


cough ſome time, but it is grown ſo bad, that 


112 LE TT ERS TO AND FROM 


LETTER | CCXLV. 


To Mrs. T HR AI. E. 
DEAR MADAM, London, June 15, 1780. 
L AST night I told you that I was not well; 


and though you have much elſe to think on, per- 
haps you may be willing enough to hear, that by 
90 help of an opiate, 1 think myſelf better to- 
e een een eee 1 
k "Whether 1 am or am not better, the town is 
niet, and every body fleeps in quiet, except a 
few who pleaſe themſelves with guarding us now 
the danger is over. Perkins ſeems to have ma- 
naged with great dexterity. Every body, I be- 
lieve, now ſees, that if the tumult had been op- 
pofed immediately, it had been immediately fup- 
preſſed; and we are therefore now better provided 
againſt an inſurrection, than if none had hap- 


ed. «ix 

I hope you, and Maſter, and Queeney, and 
Burney, are all well. I was contented laſt night 
to ſend an. excuſe to Veſey, and two days ago 
another to Mrs. Horneck; you may think I was 
bad, if you thought about it; and why ſhould 
you not think about me who am ſo often thinking 
about you, and your appurtenances? But there is 
no gratitude in this world. Ed 


j 


But 1 could tell you, Doris, if 1 would ; © 
And ſince you treat me ſo, methinks I ſhould. 


So ſings the ſublime and pathetick Mr. Walſh. 
Well! and I will tell-you too. Among the he- 
roes of the Borough, who twice a-day peram- 
ATT bulate, 
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bulate, or perequitate High-ſtreet and the Clink, 
rides that renowned and redoubted knight, Sir 
Richard Hotham. There is magnanimity, which 
defies every danger that is paſt, and publick ſpi- 
rit, that ſtands ſentinel over property that he does 
not own, Tell me no more of the ſelf- devoted 
Decii, or of the leap. of Curtius. Let Fame talk 
henceforward with all her tongues of Hotham the 
Hatmaker. | 5 
[ was laſt week at Renny's converſatione, and 
Renny got her room pretty well filled; and there 
were Mrs. Ord, and Mrs. Horneck, and Mrs. 
Bunbury, and other illuſtrious names, and much 
would poor Renny have given to have had Mrs. 
Thrale too, and Queeney and Burney: but hu- 
man happineſs is never perfect; there is always 
une vuide affreuſe, as Maintenon complained, there 
is ſome craving void left aking in the breaft. 
Renny is going to Ramſgate; and thus the world 
drops away, and I am left in the ſultry town, to 
ſee the ſun in the crab, and perhaps in the lion, 
while you are paddling with the Nereids. 


» 


I am, ec. 5 


Vou, II. 14 1 LETTER 


* 4 5 "SPIT | 
14 LETTERS TO AND F 
14 LETTERS TO AMD FROM 
114 ; 8 | 
k Y 
4 . RT 6 4 # 1 : 
4 #32 3 : $ ©'Þ : - a 4 : 
18 113 1429 
4 » 


By 1 * 1 T x * oon. 


- 
F* £7 F 
98 $4, : 17 ; | 
F * 
* 


| 15 MER, 
DEAR MADAM. wheel, Jude un, 1986. 
5 


Non you come to a ſettled place I have ſome 
inclination to write to you z for in writing after 
you there was no pleaſure. All is quiet ; und that 
quietneſs is now more likely to continue than if 
it had never been diſturbed. -———s cafe, if it 
be not affected, is ridiculous; but there is in the 
world much tenderneſs where there is no misfor- 
tune, un en ne where there is dun. 


My cold is grown better, but is not quite ub. 
nor bad enough now to be complained of, 1 with 
J had been with you to ſee the Ille of Wight; but 
I ſhall perhaps go ſome time without you, and 
then we ſhall be even. 

What you told me of Mr. Middleton fri * 
me; but 1 am ſtill of my old opinion, 
ſemivegetable diet will keep all well. I have dined 
on Monday and to-day only on peas. 

| ſuppoſe the town ome empty, for I have no 
invitations; and I begin to for ſomething, I 
hardly know what : but I ſhould like to move 
when every — is moving; and yet I purpoſe to 
ſtay till the work is done, which 1 take little care 
to do. Sic labitur tat. 

The world is full of troubles. Mrs. 
has juſt been with, me to get a chirurgeon to her 
daughter; the girl that Mrs. Cumins rejected, 
— received a kick from a horſe, that has 

broken 
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broken five fore-teeth on the upper fide. The 


world is likewiſe full of eſcapes ; had the ow 


been a little harder it had killed her. 


| It was a twelvemonth laſt Sunday ſince the con- | 
vulſions in my breaſt left me. I hope I was thank- 


ful when I recollected it; by. removing that diſ- 
order, a great improvement was made in the en- 
joyment of lite. I am now as well as men at my 


„ e and I yet think 1 en. 
. with 3 of 


„ 2 
ith merchant, whom the war has driven from 


his refidence at Valencia; he is gone to ſee his 


friends, and will find Scotland but a ſorry place 
after twelve years reſidence in a happier climate. 


ecable man, and ſpeaks no 


He is a very agr 
Scotch. . 


Keep maſter to his diet, and tell him that his 


ill-willers are very pawilling to think that he c 
ever ſit more in parliament, but by caution anc 


reſolution he may ſee many parliaments. Pay my 
reſpefts to Queeney and Burney. Living ſo aL 


we ſhall get no credit by our ſtudies; but I hope 
to ſee you all again ſome time. Do not let ſepa- 
ration make us forget one another. 


„ 


Ia  ARTULL 


— — . 


. 2% rare wet I 


n 
1 
Hy 
| 
i 
x 
*Þ 
1 
1 
G 
3 
1 
4 
9 
ih 
7 


116 LETTERS TO: AND FRO M 


- 

_ ok l . : S 4 4 - 29 7 4 
* * b Y #3. 5 | of 15 * 9 
r „TTC 4038. 03 THO LOO 

4 4 [ "Arif 4 OY } wY | 
4 . | : . : * 339 +2 3 "1465 


1 {4 : . - 1 
1 — a 7 "7 6 j + 4 
: $ 4 L433 2% SEV 4 4 ly 4 14 
Pp * ” * I, a 8 
* — 2 y : \ 
#7 wr * 1-7 ha * 1 1 * 4 ” 
— 7 
000 Laren, 
? * * 
1 7 = b , * 4 
C "RE" > : 2 1 r F* Bi, f ” 
. 4 * Pong FS: 9 191 . ” f i 
* © 4 * „ - 
: * „ ” 7 * — 1 * : | : 
FIR To Mrs. T ALE 75 
a Oo 8. . 
. #3 2 On IA” SS ++ V4 pr F - ” P 
. * BI 141 an r iini „ 7 1 hy 4 


SIR 


RS 


8 1 — {TT 45 3 + þ Ws p e " g : « 4 . 6 : - * , 
DEAR MADAM, _ :; London, July 4. 1780, 
# 64 4 ex 81 : - „ . . * * - 5 * 4 wh = — 5 


1 OV are too happy for any body but yourſelf 
to travel in ſuch pretty company, and leave every 
thing ſafe behind you, and find every thing well 
when you arrive; and yet I queſtion if you are 
quite contented, though every body envies you. 
Keep my maſter tight in his geers, for if he breaks 


| looſe the miſchief will be very extenſive. © © 
Your account of Mr. S—— and of Miſs O 


is _ melancholy ; T with them botli their pro- 
per rel! 


ef from their ' ſeveral maladies.” But I am 


glad that Queeney continues well; and hope ſhe 


will not be too rigorous with the young ones, but 
allow them to be happy their own way; for what 
better way will they ever find? ' - 
Ci eſt que Venfant toujours eſt homme; 
C'eſt que Phomme eſt tòjours enfant. 

I -have not ſeen or done much ſince I had the 
misfortune of ſeeing + os go away. I was one 
night at Burney's. ere were Pepys, and there 
were Mrs. Ord, and Paradiſe, and Hoole, and 
Dr. Dunbar of Aberdeen, and I know not how 
many more. And Pepys and I had all the talk. 

To-day called on me the Dean of Hereford, 
who ſays that the barley-harveſt is likely to be very 
abundant. 'There is ſomething for our conſolation. 

Don't forget that I am, dear Madam, 


Your, Sc. | 
=: LETTER 
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To Mr. TH R AL E. 


DEAR MADAM, London, July 10, 1780. 
Ir Mr. Thrale eats but half his uſual quantity, | 


he can hardly eat too much. It were better how- 
ever to have ſome rule, and ſome ſecurity. Laſt 
week I ſaw fleſh but twice, and I think fiſh once, 
the reſt was peaſe. 7 

You are afraid, you ſay, leſt I extenuate my- 


ſelf too faſt, and are an enemy to violence: but 


did you never hear nor read, dear Madam, that 
every man has his genius, and that the great rule 
by which all excellence is attained, and all ſucceſs 


procured, is, to follow genius; and have you not 


obſerved in all our converſations that my genius 
is always in extremes; that I am very noiſy, or 
very ſilent; ve loomy, or very merry; ve 
1 or very "Lind? a fey you have _ 
crols my genius, when it leads me ſometimes to 
voracity and ſometimes to abſtinence ? You know 
that the oracle ſaid follow your genius. When we 

get together again,. (but when alas will that be?) 
you can manage me, and ſpare me the Tolicitude 
of managing myſelf, _ qc ns 
Poor Miſs O-— called on me on Saturday, 
with that fond and tender application which 1s 
natural to, miſery, when it looks to every body for 
that help which nobody can give, I was melted ; 
and ſoothed and counſelled her as well as I could, 
and am to viſit her to-morrow, | 
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She gave a very honourable account of my 
dear Queeney; and ſays of my maſter, that ſhe 
thinks his manner and temper more altered than 
his looks, but of this alteration ſhe could give no 
particular account; and all that ſhe could fay 
ended in this, that he is now ſleepy in the morn- 
ing. I do not wonder at the ſcantineſs of her 
narration, ſhe is too buſy within to turn her eyes 

am glad that Pepys is come, but hope that re- 
ſolute temperance will make him unneceſſary. I 
doubt he can do no good to poor Mr. Scrafe. 
I ſtay at home to work, and yet db not work 
diligently ; nor can tell when I ſhall have done, 
nor perhaps does any body but myſelf wifh me to 
have done; for what can they hope I ſhall do bet- 
ter? yet I with the work was over, and I was at 
liberty. And what would 1 do if 1 was at 
liberty? Would I go to Mrs. Aſton and Mrs. 
Porter, and ſee the old places, and ſigh to find 
that my old friends are gone? Would 1 recal 
plans of life which I never brought into practice, 
and hopes of excellence which I once preſumed, 
and never have attained ? Would I compare what 
I now am with what I once expected to have been? 
Is it reaſonable to wiſh for ſuggeſtions of ſhame, 
an eee of ſorrow ? . 


* 
= 


7 you pleaſe, Madam, we will haye an end of 
this, and contrive ſome other wiſhes. I wiſh I 
had you in an evening, and I wiſh I had you in a 
morning; and I wiſh 1 could have a little talk, 
and ſee a little frolick, . For all this I myſt ſtay, 
„„ Soap a patongs 8: 

I will end my letter and go to Blackmore's life, 


ben 1 have told you that © | 
ha 1 am, We, 


LETTER 


% 
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LETTER CCXEIX, 
To Mrs, T H RAL E. 


DEAR MADAM, Lordoo, July 27, 1780. 


Ax D thus it is, Madam, that you ſerve me, 
After having kept me a whole week hoping and 
hoping, and wondering and wondering, what 
could have ſtopped Jour hand from writing, 
comes a. letter to tell me, that I ſuffer by my 
own fault. As if I might not correſpond 
with my Queeney, and we might not tell one 
another our minds about politicks or mo- 
rals, or any thing elſe, Queeney and I are both 


ſteady, and may be truſted ; we are none of the 


giddy gabblers, we think before we ſpeak. 

Tam afraid that I ſhall hardly find my way this 
ſummer into the country, though the number of 

my Lives now grows lels, I will fend you two 
little volumes in a few 1 57 | 8 
As the workmen are ſtill at Streatham, there is 
no likelihood of ſeeing you and my maſter in an 
ſhort time; but let my maſter be Where he will ſo 
he be well. I am not, I believe, any fatter than 
when you ſaw me, and hope to keep corpulence 
away; for J am ſo lightſome and ſo airy, and can 
ſo walk, you would talk of it if you were to ſee 
me. I do not always fleep well; but I have no 
pain nor fickneſs in the night. Perhaps I only 
ſleep ill becauſe I am too long a- bed. 

1 dined yeſterday at Sir Joſhua's with Mrs. 
M 
critick in the world; and I told her, that nobody 
in the world could judge like her of the merit of 
. eritick. 


y, and ſhe told me, I was the beſt 


| 
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On Sunday I was with Dr. Lawrence and his 
two fiſters-in-law, to dine with Mr. G at 
Putney. The DoQtor cannot hear in a coach bet- 
ter than in a room, and it was but a dull day; 
only I ſaw two crownbirds, paltry creatures, and 
a red curlew, Fn 

Every body is gone out of town, only I am 
left behind, and know not when I ſhall ſee either 
Naiad or Dryad ; however, it is as it has com- 
| 12 been, I have no complaint to make but of 


myſelf. I have been idle, and of idlene/s can come 
no ang 4 <P | 
Mrs. 


| illiams was frighted from London as you 
were frighted from Bath. She is come back, as 
ſhe thinks, better. Mrs. Deſmoulins has a diſ- 
order reſembling an aſthma; which 1 am for cur- 
ing with calomel and jalap, but Mr. Levet treats 
it with antimonial wine. Mr. Levet keeps on his 
legs ſtout, and walks, I ſuppoſe, ten miles a-day. 
1 ſtick pretty well to diet, and defire my maſter 
may be told of it; for no man ſaid oftener than 
he, that the leſs we eat the better. 1 * 
Poor , after having thrown away Lord 
's patronage and three hundred a year, has had 
another diſappointment. He procured a. recom- 
mendation from Lord —— to the Governor of 
Jamaica; but to make this uſeful, ſomething was 
to be done by the Biſhop, of London, which has 
been refuſed. Thus is the world filled with hope 
and fear, and ſtruggle, and diſappointment. \ 
Pray do you never add to the other vexations, 
any diminution of your kindneſs, for, Madam, 
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LETTER CCL. 


To Mis. THRATE. 


MADAM, London, Auguſt 1. 1780. 


I] nap your letter about Mr. S—— and Miſs 
O——; but there was nothing to which I had 
any anſwer, or to. which any anſwer could be 
made. 

This afternoon Dr. Lawrence drank tea, and, 
as he always does, aſked about Mr. Thrale; I told 
him how well he was when I heard ; and he does 
not eat too much, ſaid the Doctor; I ſaid, not 
often; and the return was, that he who in that 
caſe ſhould once eat too much, might eat no more. 
I keep my rule very well ; and, I think, continue 
to grow better. 

Tell my pretty dear Queeney, that when we 
meet a again, we will have, at leaſt for ſome time, 
two le in a day. I love her, and think on 
her when I am alone; hope we ſhall be very hap- 
py together, and mind our books. 

Now Auguſt and Autumn are. begun, and the 
Virgin takes poſſeſſion of the ſky. Will the Vir- 
gin do any thing for a man of ſeventy? I have a 

reat.mind to end my work under the Virgin. 

I have ſent two volumes to Mr. Perkins to be 
ſent to you, and beg you to ſend them back as 
ſoon as you have all done with them. I let the firſt 
volume get to the Reynolds's, and could never get 
it again, - 

I ſent to Lord Weſtcote about his brother's life, 
but he ſays he knows not whom to employ ; and 


322 LETTERS TO AND FROM 


is ſure I ſhall do him no injury, There is an in- 
genious ſcheme to ſave a day's work, or part of 
a day, utterly defeated. Then what avails it to 
be wiſe? The plain and the artful man muſt both 
do their own work. —But | think I have got a life 
of Dr. Young. | 
Suſy and Sophy have had a fine Summer; it is 
a comfort to think that ſomebody is happy. And 
they make verſes, and act plays. : 

Mrs. Montague is, I think, in town, and has 
ſent Mrs. Williams her annuity ; but I hear no- 
thing from her, but I may be contented if I hear 
from you, for 


„„ „% „„ 
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LETTER CCL. 


To Bis. T H R A L. E. 


DEAR MADAM, Augult 8, 1980. 


' W nar do you ſcold ſo for about Gran- 
N ville's life; do you not ſee that the appendage 
| neither gains nor ſaves any thing to me? I ſhall 
have Young's life given me, to ſpite you. 
Methinks it was pity to ſend the girls to ſchool; 
they have indeed had a fine vacation, dear loves, 
but if it had been longer it had been till finer, 
Did Maſter read my books? You ſay nothing 
ef him in this letter; but I hope he is well, and 
„ growing 
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growing every day nearer to perfect health. When 
do you think of coming home? 

| have not yet perſuaded myſelf to work, and 
therefore know not when my work. will be done. 
Yet I have a mind to ſee Lichfield. Dr. Taylor 
ſeems to be well. He has written to me without 
a ſyllable of his lawſuit. - , 

You have heard in the papers how * is 
cone to age; I have encloſed a ſhort ſong of con- 
| r which you muſt not ſhow to atiy 

body. It is odd that it ſhould come into any bo- 

dy's head. TI hope you will read it with candour; 
it is, I believe, one of the author's firſt eſſays in 
that way of writing, and a beginner is always to 
be treated with tetderneſs . 5 
My two gentlewomen are both complaining. 
Mrs. Deſmoulins had a mind of Dr. Turton; I 
ſent fot him, and he has preſcribed for Mrs. Wil- 
hams, but I do not find that he promiſes himſelf 
much credit from either of them. 8 8 

I hope it will not be long before I ſhall have 
another little volume for you, and ſtill there will 
be work undone. If it were not for theſe Lives, 
I think I could not forbear coming to look at you, 
now you have room for me. But I ſtill think to 
Ray till I have cleared my hands. £2, 
.  Queeney is not good. She ſeldom writes to 
me, and yet I love , and I love you all, for 
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LETTER CCLIL 


To Mrs. T H R ALE. 


2 DEAR MADAM, Auguſt 14, 1980. = 
] HOPE my dear Queeney's ſuſpicions - are 
groundleſs. enever any alteration of manner 


1 1 believe a ſmall cathartick will ſet all 
right. a ; 
" hope you have no deſign of ſtealing away to- 
Italy before the election, nor of leaving me be- 
hind you; though I am not only Seventy, but 
Seventy-one. | Could not you let me loſe a year 
” 55 numbers? Sweetly, ſweetly, ſings Dr. 


Some dire misfortune ts portend 
No enemy can match a friend. 


But what if L am Seventy-two? I remember 
Sulpitius ſays of Saint Martin (now that's above 
your reading) Eſt anomus victor annorum, et ſenec- 
Tuti cedere neſcius. Match me that among your 
young folks. If you try to plague me, I ſhall tell 
you that, according to Galen, life begins to de- 
cline from Thirty-frve. | 

But as we go off, others come on: e 
laſt letter was very pretty. What a huſſey the is 
to write ſo ſeldom. She has no events, then let 
| her write ſentiment as you and I do; and ſenti- 
ment you know is inexhauſtible. 

If you want events, here is Mr. Levet juſt come 
in at fourſcore from a walk to Hampſtead, eight 
miles, in Auguſt, This, however, is all _ | 
4 e ave 
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have to tell you, except that I have three bunches 
of grapes on a vine in my garden; at leaſt, this 
is all that I will now tell of my garden. 5 

Both my females are ill, both very ill; Mrs. 
Deſmoulins thought that ſhe wiſhed for Dr. Tur- 
ton; and I ſent for him, and then took him to 
Mrs. Williams, and he preſcribes for both, though 
without much hope of 2 either. Yet 
phyſick has its powers: you ſee that I am better; 
and Mr. Shaw will maintain, that he and I ſaved 
my maſter. But if he is to live always away 
from us, what did we get by ſaving him? If we 
cannot live together, let us hear; when I have no 
letter from Brighthelmſton, think how I fret, and 
write oftener ; you write to this body and to that, 
and nobody loves you like 


Your, Et. | 


/LE T TE R*CCLIL. 
To Mrs. THRALE. 


DEAR MADAM, _—- Auguſt 18, 1780. 
T LOST no time, and; have encloſed our con- 
verſation. You write of late very ſeldom. I wiſh 
you would write upon ſubjects ; any thing to keep 
alive. You have your beaux, and your flatterers, 
and here am poor I forced to flatter myſelf; and 
any good of myſelf I am not very eaſy to * 
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fo that L really live but a ſorry life. What ſhall 
1 do with Lyttieton's life?” I can make a ſhort lite, 
and a ſhort eritieiſm, and conclude. - Why did not 
you like Collins, « und en and mae as 


Waun 
A er, Madam, 5 2 ö 
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LETTER CCLIV. 


Mrs. THRALE to Dr. JOHNSON. 


Auguſt 20, 


I WILL try, my FR Sir, to make you ſome 
amends, by writing at leaſt one very long letter; 
but indeed I can think only of one thing, whatever 
I may /ay. 
Do you recolle& our ms. fifteen years ago 
at .a gawkee girl of ſeventeen? who, when = 
toaſt was called for at a city table crowded with 
coarſe men—they were drinking ſentiments—ls 
not, ſays ſhe, this a pretty health —Mhat we think on 
moſt, and talk on leaſt. I am come pretty much to 
ber caſe : for it is not right to — which 
never fails to keep preſſing my ſpirits, and 
js pon my mind. Wi — ruth pon bleed- 
ings, ere is 9 danger on one ſide, _ 
— 4 
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by bleeding frequently, we induce as certain a 
danger on the other. We had a viſit yeſterday 
from Mr. R-— ; whom perhaps you remember, 
haps not: but our morning converſation with 

im will not be eaſiſy forgotten by me, I thought 
it would drive me wild upon the ſpot. In ſuch a 
caſe, can there be any fears of my fealing amy 
to Hay without you? when I ſhould not think you, 
nor twenty more ſuch friends if I could find them, 
ſufficient to guard us from the hazard of wild ex- 
ploits. Whoever is fick, is ſurely ſafeſt at home; 
and have we not mortifications enough already, 
without going where one might be amuſed, in 
order bo Ye miſerable? Oh no, let us be miſera- 


ble in the old places, and not pollute ſcenes of 
pleaſure with objects of forrow. 

Well! as you fay, Queeney is beginning life, 
and fo far very happily, as it i begun under your 


tuition : ſhe appears to me proud of your par- 
tiality; and, I dare fay, will try long to deſerve 
it. You are getting quite well as it appears; and 
when we meet, we thall fee victar annorum. The 
Lives will be a ſtanding proof of your powers af- 
ter the grand climacterick ; and you make gay 
impromptus upon the boys, inſtead of fitting down 
like common mortals at ſeventy, and letting the 
boys make gay impromptus upon you. 
Blackmore's life is admirable; who ſays I don't 
like it? I ke all the Whig lives prodigiouſly : 
Akenſide's beſt of the little one's, for the ſake of 
a pretty difquifttion upon ridicule that pleaſed me 
ticularly, and that elegant ſtricture on the 
leaſures of Imagination; which will probably be 
much read and admired by every one. It is my 


fincere opinion that Milton, and Blackmore, and 


Thomſon, would have been all contented with what 
you have ſaid of thcm, though the admirers of Ly- 
cidas will be angry no doubt. 

The 
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The cenſures of Milton's republican ſpirit would 
ſcarce have ſhocked him: he knew himſelf to be 
acrimonious and ſurly; like Young's Buſiris, who 
called himſelf the Proud, and gloned in it. 

+. Your account of his domeſtick behaviour, how- 
ever, puts me in mind of the fierce fellow in a 
droll book called Pompey the. Little, who comes 
home from the publick Poul, where he had been 
vapouring and ſtorming away about liberty of 
ſpeech—and treats his poor wife with the moſt 
brutal tyranny, only becauſe ſhe juſt ſays, Indeed, 
my dear, I don't underſtand politicks. Your harſh 
expreſſions of wrath againſt the author are, after 
all, ſo buried under the majeſtick praiſes beſtow- 
ed upon Paradiſe Loſt, that even I am forced to 
forgive them. Poor dear Dr, Collier uſed always 
do bring that poem forward as a teſtimony to the 
excellence of Toryiſm; for, ſays he, you may ob- 
ſerve that tis wholly formed upon our prineiples 
of obedience. and ſubordination ; and I half wiſh, 
for the ſake of my firſt friend, whoſe memory 1 
ſhall for ever. revere, that his remark had been 
preſerved in this work of your's, which will doubt- 
leſs be diſſeminated far and wide; and, for aught 
I know, take poſſeſſion of the lands on which it 
lights, as Don Sebaſtian ſaid of the duſt that his 
body when dead would be dried into. 
| And now if you call this flattery, I can leave off 
1 in a minute without bidding; for ſince you lion: 
have no {kill in dandling the kid, we kids can ex- 
pect but rough returns for careſſes beſtowed up- 
on our haughty monarch—So be diligent, dear 
Sir, and have done with theſe men that have been 
buried theſe hundred years, and don't fit making 
verſes that never will be written, but fit down 
ſteadily and finiſh their lives who did do ſome- 
thing ; and then think a little about mine, which 
has not been a happy-one, for all you teize me ſo 
| concerning 
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concerning the pleaſures I enjoy,” and the flattery 
I receive, all which has nothing to do with com- 
fort for the preſent diſtreſs, and ſometimes I am 
angry when I read ſuch ſtuff, That your two Sul- 
tanas are ſick is very uncomfortable for you; may 
be Dr. Turton may do them good: I never ſaw 
Dr. Turton, but my heart, like Clarifſa's, natu- 
rally leans towards a wee Le medicin et le 
cur, as the French themſelves, who have gayer 
hearts than mine, confeſs, are the laſt earthly ob- 
jects on which the human hopes and human eyes 
are. to be fixed: and it is ſomewhat unfair not to 
mY take up a little of our affections before- 
d. "ana, Wn 3 

If we do go to Michelgrove, Heſter will write 
all one; ſhe is very attentive to her father, very 
dutiful, and very wiſe. I hope my anxiety is con- 
cealed from her pretty well, it would be exceed · 
ing wrong to depreſs her ſpirits, and very dan - 
gerous to her health. 


lam moſt fincerely, dear Sir, 

EE Tour faithful ſervant, 

* | H. L. THRALE. 
The converſation you incloſed I could have writ- 


ten myſelf; as Juliet ſays, Vea, but all this did 
1 know before. 
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DEAN MDA , . London, Anga 24, 1780. 
1 Do net worider that vou can think and write 
dur of one thing, Yet concerning that thing you 
may de les uneafy, as you are now in the righy 
way. Tou are at leaſt doing, what I was always 
defirous to have you do, and which, when deſpair 
put an enk to the caution of men going in the 
dark, produced at laſt all the good that has been 
obtained. Gentle purges, and flight phlebotomies, 
are not my favourites; they are pop-gun batteries, 
which Tole time and effe thine It was b 
bleeding till he fainted, that his life was faved. 
would, however, now have him truſt, chiefly to 
vigorous and ſtimulating cathartics. To bleed, is 
only proper when there is no time for flower re- 
„ 80 p 1 : 

Daes he in the, night? if he ſleeps, there 
is not Aula; any thing like wakefulneſ 
in 2 man either by nature ar habit ſo uncommonly 
teepy, would put me in great fear. Do not now 
hinder! him from | ſleeping whenever Hheavineſs 
comes upon him. Quiet reſt, light food, and 
ſtrong purges, will, 1 think, ſet all right. Be 
vou vigilant, but be not frighted. 

Of Mr. R--—— 1 very well remember all but 
the name. © He had a nice diſcernment of loſs 
„ and gain.” This I thought a power not hard 
to be attained. What kept him out then muſt 
keep him out now ; the want of a place for him. 


Mr, P—— then obſerved, that there yas nothing 
OE & $3 ot 4k 74 AA upon 
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upon which he could be employed. Matters will 
never be carried to extremities. Mr. P 
cannot be difchatged, and he will never ſuffer a 
ſupetiour. That voluntary ſubmiſſion to a new 
mind is not an heroick quality; but it has always 
been afnotig us, and therefore f mind it leſs. 
The expedition to foreign parts you will not 
much encourage, and you need riot, I think, make 
any great effort to oppoſe it; for it is as likely to put 
us out of the way to miſchief, as to bring us into 
it. We can have no ptojeQs in Italy. Exerciſe 
may relieve the body, and variety will amuſe the 
mind. The expence will not be greater than at 
home in the regular courſe of life. And we ſhall 
be ſafe from B— and G—, and all inſtiga- 
tors to ſchemes of waſte. Si te fata ferant, fer 
ata. | | 
1 The chief wiſh that J form is, that Mr. Thrale 
could be made to underſtand his true ſtate: to 
know that he is tottering upon a point; to con- 
ſider every change of his mental character as the 
ſymptom of a diſeaſe; to diſtruſt any opinions or 
purpoſes that ſhoot up in his * ; to think 
that violent mirth is the foam, and deep ſadneſs 
the ſubſidence of a morbid fermentation ; to watch 


himſelf, and counteract by experienced remedies 
every new tendency, or uncommon ſenſation. 


This is a new and ungrateful employment ; but 
without this ſef-examination he never can be ſafe. 
You muſt try to teach it, and he to learn it gra- 
dually, ard in this my ſweet Queeney muſt help 
ou ; I am glad to hear of her vigilance and ob- 
ervation. She is my pupil. 

I ſuppoſe the 8 ſcheme is now paſt ; I ſaw 
no great harm in it, though perhaps no good. Do 
not ſuffer little things to embarraſs you. Our 
gteat work is conſtant teniperance, and frequent, 
very frequent evacuation ; and that they may not 
- a be 
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be interrupted, conviction of their neceſlity is to 
be prudently incuſcated. 9 


* 5 


1-am not at preſent ſo much diſtreſſed as you, 
becauſe I think your preſent method likely to be 
efficacious. Dejection may indeed follow, and I 
ſhould dread it from too copious bleeding; for as 
purges are more under command, and more con- 
current with the agency of nature, they ſeldom 
effect any irremediable change. However, we 
muſt expect after ſuch a diſeaſe, that the mind 
will fluctuate long before it finds its center. 

I will not tell you, nor Maſter, nor Queeney, 
how long to be among you; but I would be glad 
to know when we are to meet, and hope our meet- 
ing will be cheerful. __. 


I am, deareſt Lady, 
l Your, c. 
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LETTER CCLVI. 
rr Too Mem. B:RA-LE, 


_ DEAR: MADAM, London, Auguſt 25, 1580, 

Y rtsrtrDay 1 could write but about one 
ching. I am ſorry to find from my dear Queeney's 
letter to-day, that Mr. Thrale's ſleep, was tõo much 
ſhortened.. He begins however now, ſhe ſays, to 
recover it. Sound ſleep will be the ſureſt token of 
returning health. The ſwelling of his legs has 
| 7 nothing 


Di., SAMUEL JOHNSON. 133 
nothing in it dangerous; it is the natural conſe- 


quence of lax muſcles, and when the laxity is 
| known to be artificial, need not give any uneaſi- 

neſs. I told you ſo formerly. Every thing that [ 
have told you about my dear maſter has been true. 
Let him take purgatives, and let him ſleep. 
Bleeding ſeems to have been neceſſary now; but 
it was become neceſſary only by the omiſſion of 
purges. Bleeding is only for exigencies. 

I wiſh you or Queeney would write to me ev 
poſt while the danger laſts. I will come if I can 
do any good, or prevent any evil, 

For any other purpoſe, I ſuppoſe, now poor 

Sam may be ſpared ; you are regaled with Greek 
and Latin, and you are Thralia Caftalio ſemper 
amata choro; and you have a daughter equal to 
yourſelf. I ſhall have enough to do with one and 
the other. Your admirer has more Greek than 
poetry; he was however worth the conqueſt, 
though you had conquered me. Whether you 
can hold him as faſt, there may be /ome dram of 
a ſcruple, for he thinks you have full tongue 
enough, as appears by ſome of his verſes; he 
will leave you for ſomebody that will let him take 
his turn, and then I may come in again: for, I 
tell you, nobody loves you ſo well, and therefore 
never think of changing like the moon, and being 
conſtant only in your inconſtancy. Ml D! 
I have not dined out for ſome time but with 
Renny or Sir Joſhua; and next week Sir Joſhua 
goes to 'Devonſhire, and Renny to Richmond, 
and I am left by myſelf. I wiſh I could ſay nun- 
quam minus,” &c. but lam not diligent. 

I am afraid that | ſhall not ſee Lichfield this year, 
yet it would pleaſe me to ſhew my friends how 
much better Jam grown : but I am not grown, 
Jam afraid, leſs idle; and of idleneſs I am now 
paying the fine by having no leiſure, 

e | Does 
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Does the expedition to Sir John Shelly's go. on? | 
The firſt week of September is now at no great 
diſtance ;_ nor the eighteenth day, which concludes 


another of my wretched years, It is time to have 
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DEAREST MADAM," / London, April 5, 1781. 
r pour injunQtions,. to pray for you and 
write to you, I hope to leave neither unobſerved ; 
and I hope to find you willing in a ſhort time to 
alleviate your trouble ys ſome other exerciſe of 
the mind. I am not without my part of the cala - 
mity. No death fince that of my wife has ever 
2 me like this. But let us remember, 

at we are in the hands of Him who knows when 
to give and when to take away; who will look 
upon us with merey through all our variations of 
exiſtence, and who invites us to call on him in 
the day of trouble. Call upon him in this great 
revolution of life, and call with confidence. You 
will than find comfart- for the paſt, and ſupport 
for the future. He that has given you, bappineſs 
in marriage, to a degree of which, without per- 
ſonal knowledge, 1 ſhould have thought the de- 
ſcription fabulous, can give you another mode of 


Da. SAMUEL JOHNSON.7 : 


happineſs as a mother; and at laſt, the happineſs 
of loſing all temporal cares in the thoughts of an 
eternity in heaven. 

do not exhort you to reafon yourſelf into tran- 
quility. We muſt firſt pray, and then labour ; 
firſt implore the bleſſing of God, and,thoſe means 
which he puts in our hands. Cultivated ground 
has few weeds ; a mind occupied by lawful buſi- 
neſs, has little room for uſeleſs regret. 

We read the will to-day ; but I will not fill 

my firſt letter with any other account than that, 
with all my zeal for your advantage, I am ſatisfied; 
and that the other executors, more uſed to confi. 
der property than I, commended it for ,wiſdom 


and equity. Yet why ſhould I not tell you that 


you have five by pounds for your immediate. 
expences, and two thouſand pounds r, with 
both the houſes and all the goods? 

Let pay for one 2 — that the t time, 2X 8 
ther lo ort, that ſhall yet be granted. us, may 


be well ſpent ; and that when this life, which at 


the longeſt is very ſhort, ſhall come to an end, a 
better may, begin which, thall never end. 
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Wal MADAM, | 1 10 OY . 7, 78 


I HOPE you bokia 0 find your mind grow 
clearer. My part of the loſs hangs upon me. I 
have loſt a friend of boundleſs kindneſs at ati age 
when it is tk unlikely that I ſhould find another, 
If you thi Matos: of lace likely to relieve 
ou, there is no realon why you ſhould not go 
to Bath; the diſtances ate unequal, but with re- 
rd to practice and buſineſs, they are the ſame. 
F t is a day's journey from eſther place 1 and the 
poſt is more expeditious and certain to 
Conſult only your own inclingtion, for there * 


and ede 50 no on Principle of — 8 A Gre ect 


Mr. 4. has * Nr. PA money, but 
it was not wanted. * hall all do all we 
to make you wy 10 happy, and you muſt da 
all you can for yourſelf. at we, or what you 
— an do, will fois time be but little ; yet certainly 
that calamity which may be conſidered as doomed 
to fall inevitably on half mankind, is not finally 
without alleviation. 
It is ſomething for me, that as I have not the 
decrepitude ! — not the callouſneſs of old age, 
I hope in time to be leſs afflicted. 


I am, Ce. 


1 LETTER 
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LETTER CCLIX. 


To Mrs. T HR AL E. 


DEAREST MADAM, London, April 9, 1781. 


Tur you are gradually recovering your 
tranquility, is the effect to be humbly expected 
from truſt in God. Do not repreſent life as dark- 
er than it is. Your: loſs has been very great, but 
you retain more than almoſt any other can hope 
to poſſeſs. Vou are high in the opinion of man- 
kind; you have children from whom much plea- 
ſure may be expected; and that you- will find 
many friends, you have no reaſon to doubt. 


Of my friendſhip, be it worth more or leſs, 


I: hope you think yourſelf certain, without 
much art or care. It will not be eaſy for me to 
repay the benefits that I have received; but I hope 
to be always ready at your call. Our ſorrow has 
different effects; you are withdrawn into ſolitude, 
and I am driven into company. I am afraid of 
thinking of what I have loſt. I never had ſuch 
a friend before. Let me have your prayers and 
thoſe of my deat Queeney. |: - 1 
The prudence an l of your deſign to 
return ſo ſoon to your buſineſs and your duty de- 
ſerves great praiſe; I ſhall communicate it on 
Wedneſday to the other executors. Be pleaſed to 


let me know whether you would have me come 


to Streatham to receive you, or ſtay here till the 
net By ib erh! een To Aan 11 10 
I am, &c. 
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LETTER CCLX. 
To Mrs. T HRA L. E. 


DEAR MADAM, - En April 11, 2781. 


I AM glad to hear from my dear Miſs, that 
have recovered'tranquility enough to think on 
thing; but there is no diſpoſition in the world 
to leave you long to yourſelf. Mr. P —— pre- 
tends that your abſence produces a thouſand dif- 
ficulties which I delieve it does not produce. 
He frights Mr. C. . Mr. C is of 
my mind, that there is no need of hurry. I would 


it, come as ſoon as 
you can prevail on your mind to mingle with bu- 
ſmeſs. 1 think b the beſt gere for es 
as ſoon as it can be admitted. 

We met to day, and p 
aifeulties, till I or provoked to tell them, that 
if there were really ſo much to do and ſuffer, there 
would be no executors in the weld Do neſted” 
fer yourſelf to be'terrrified. > 55 

I comfort you, _ pe God ill bleſs and 
fappart you; but 1 m like a man be- 

8 — eburſe of , nad interwoven 
myſelf with my dear friend; but our great care 
ought to be, that we may de fit and ready, when 
in a ſhort time we ſhall be called to follow him. 

There is, however, no uſe in communicating to 


you my heavineſs of heart. I thank dear Miſs for 
her letter. 


not have this importunity Se you any alarm or 


I am, ec. 
LETTER 
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LETT BR CCLAL.: 
Toa Mrs. TH RAL E. 


DEAREST MADAM, Lordo, April 12, 1781. 


OU vill not ſuppoſe that much has happened 
ſince laſt night, nor indeed is this a time for 
talking much of loſs and gain. The buſineſs of 
Chriſtians is now for a few days in their own. 
boſoms. God grant us to do it properly. I hope 
you gain ground on your affliction, I hope to 
overcome mine. You and Miſs muſt comfort one 
another. May you long live happily together. I 
have nobody with whom l'expeR& to ſhare my un- 
eaſineſs, nor, if I could communicate it, would: 
it be leſs. I give it little vent, and amuſe it as I 
can. Let us pray for one another. And, when 
we meet, we may try what fidelity and. tender. 
neſs will do for us. 

There is no wiſdom. in uſeleſs and hopeleſs for- 
row; but there is ſomething in it ſo like virtue, 
that he who is wholly without it cannot be loved, 
nor will by me at leaſt be thought worthy of eſ- 
them. GY n will de Denne ft ach 


Law, oa 
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LETTER CCLXIL' 
To Mrs. T H RAL E. 


DEAR MADAM, April 14, 1781. 


My intention was to have written this day to 
my dear Queeney; but 1 have juſt heard from 
you, and therefore this letter ſhall be yours. 1 
am glad that you find the behaviour of your ac- 
quaintance ſuch as' you can commend. The 
world is not ſo unjuſt or unkind as it is peeviſn- 
] "repreſented. hoſe who deſerve well ſeldom 
il to receive feam' others ſuch ſervices as they 
can perform; but few have much in their power, 
or are ſo ſtationed as to have great leiſure from 
their own affairs, and kindneſs muſt be commonly 
the exuberance of content. The wretched have 
no compaſſion, they can do cod wy from ſirong' 
principles of duty. 181 
1 purpoſe to receive you at Streatham, but 
wonder that you come ſo ſoon. * 
I ſent immediately to Mr. Perkins to ſend you 
pounds, and intended to ſecure ou from 
diſappointment, by incloſing a note in this; but 
yours written on Wedneſday '11th, came not till 
Saturday the 14th, and mine written to-night, 


will not come before you leave Bri hthelmſton? 


unleſs you have put Monday next for Monday 
ſevennight, which I ſuſpect, as you A 4 
alteration of your mind. 


am, c. 


Ar ra LETTER 
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rr COCLANG 
To Mis. TH RAL E. 
DEAR MADAM, 1 April 17, 1781. 


M R. Norris (Mr. Robſon's partner) promiſed 
to ſend the will to-morrow ; you will therefore 
have it before you have this letter. When you 
have talked with Mr. Scraſe, write diligently down 
all that you can remember, and, where you have 
any difficulties, aſk him again, and rather ſtay 
where you are a few days longer than come away 
with imperfect information. 

The executors will hardly meet * come, 
for we have nothing to do till we go all together 
to prove the will. : 

have not had a ſecond viſit from Mr. 1 
for he found his diſcourſe to me very unavailing. 
I was dry; but if he goes to he will be 
overpowered with words as good as his own. 
appears a very modeſt inoffenſive man, 
not likely to give any trouble. The difficulty of 
finding executors Mr. Scraſe has formerly told 
yous and among all your acquaintance, except 

„whom you preſſed into the ſervice, and 
who would perhaps have deſerted it, I do not ſee 
with whom you could have been more commo- 
diouſly connected. They all mean well, and will, 
I think, all concur, | 7s 
M.iſs told me that you intended to bathe; it is 
right: all external things are diverſions : let her 
bathe too. I regain. that tranquillity which irre- 
mediable misfortunes neceſſarily admit, and do 
not, I hope, think on what I have loſt, without 
grateful recollection of what I have enjoyed. 
I Am, Co . 


LETTER 
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LETTER CCLXIV. 
To Mrs. T HR A L. E. 


DEAR MADAM, | | London, April 16, 1781. 


A 8 I was preparing this day to go to Streatham, 
according ta the direction of your letter of the 
11th, which I could not know, though I ſuſpect- 
ed it, to be erroneous, I received two letters, of 
which the firſt effect was, that it ſaved me a fruit- 
leſs journey, Of theſe letters, that which J per- 
ceive to have been written firft has no date of 
time or place; the ſecond was written on the Ee | 
but they came together. 

I I forbote, becauſe I would not diſturb you, to 
fell you, that laſt week Mr. — came to talk 
about „ and was very copious: I dif- 
miſſed him with nothing harſher than, that I was 
nos convinced. h 
Tou will have much talk to hear. Mr. C 

with great exuberance, but what he ſays, 
when at laſt he fays it, is commonly right. Mr. 
made an oration flaming with the terrifick, which 
E diſcovered to have no meaning at all; for the 
reſult was, that wk we ſtopped payment we ſhould 
loſe credit. 

I have written to Mr. Robſon to ſend the will. 
There were two copies, but | know not Who has 
them. 

Vou are to receive five hundred unde imme - 
diately Mr. Scraſe ſhall certainly fee the will, if 


and I go to Brighthelmſton on purpoſe which, 
Kue have 1 dickeuler, may be eur beſt Expe« 
dient. 


I am 
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1 am encauraged;. deareſt Lady, by your ſpirit. 
he: ſeafon for aguer is now over. You are in 

civil character a man. You may ſue and be 
ſued. If you apply to bufinefs perhaps half the 
mind which you have exercifed upon knowledge 
and elegance, you will need little help, what help 
however I can Lak you, will, L hope, be always 4 
call. 


(Make my compliments to Mr. Sera.) 
I am, &c. 


LETTER CCEXV. 
To. Mm T H R A L. E. 


DEAR MA DAM, Oxford, Oct. 17, 1781. 
On Monday y evening arrived at the Angel Inn 


a Oxford, Mr. Johnſon and Mr. Barber, without 


any ſiniſter accident. 

I am here; but why am I here? On my way 
to Lichfield, where I believe Mrs. Aſton will be 
to ſee me. We have known each other | 
and, by conſequence, are both old; and ſhe is 
paralytick.; and if I do not ſee her ſoon, I may 
{ee her no more in this world. To make a viſit 
on: ſuch. conſiderations. is to go on a melancholy 

errand. But ſuch. is the courſe of life. 

This place is very aur but there are more 
bars whom I know, than I could have expected. 
Young 


8 | | 
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Young Burke has juſt been with me, and I have 
dined to day with Dr. Adams, who ſeems fond of 
me. But I have not been very well. I hope lam 
not ill by ſympathy, and that you are making haſte 
to recover your-plumpneſs and your bene "We 
Heft you ftinny-and lean. 
To-morrow, if I can, I ſhall go forward, and 
when I ſee Lichfield I ſhall write again. 
Mir. Parker, the bookſeller, ſends his relpetls to 
you : 1 ſend mine to the young ladies 


I am, tc. 


; 4 N 


LETTER CCLXVL 


To Mrs. T HR AL. E. 


DEAR MADAM, Lichfield, O&. 20, 1781. 


WROTE from Oxford, where — two 
r 3 on Thurſday I went to Birmingham, and 
was told by Hector that I ſhould not be well fo 
ſoon as I expected; but that well I ſhould be. Mrs. 
Careleſs took me under her care, and told me 
when | had tea 2 On Friday I came hither, 
and have eſcaped the poſt-clixiſes all the way. 
Every body here is as kind as I expected, I think 
Lucy is kinder than ever. I am very well. Now 
we are both valetudinary, we ſhall have ſomething 
to write about. We can tell each other our com- 
plaints, and give reciprocal comfort and advice, 
as not to eat too much—and—not to drink too 


little, 
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little, and we may now and then add a few ſtric- 
' tures of reproof: and ſo we may write and write 
till we can find another ſubject. Pray make my 
compliments to all the ladies, great and little. 


Jam, Sc. 


LETTER CCLXVII. 
To Mis. TH RAL E. 


D EAR MADAM, Lichfield, Oct. 23, 1781, 


1 HAD both your letters, and very little good 
news in either of them. The diminution of the 
eſtate, though unpleaſing and unexpected, muſt 
be borne, becauſe it cannot be helped; but 1 do 
not apprehend why the other part of your income 
ſhould fall ſhort, I underſtood that you were to 
have 1,500l. yearly from the money ariſing from 
the ſale, and that your claim was firſt, | 
I fincerely applaud your reſolution not to run 
out, and wiſh you always to fave ſomething, for 
that which is ſaved may be _ at will, and the 
advantages are very many of ſaving ſome money 
| looſe and unappropriated. If your ammunition 
is always ready, you may ſhoot advantage as it 
ſtarts, or pleaſure as it flies. Reſolve therefore 
never to want money. 5 
The Grayedo is not removed, nor does it in- 
creaſe. My nights have commonly been bad. 
Mrs. Aſton is much as I left her, without any new 
Vol. IL | 3 ſymptoms; 
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ſymptoms, but, between time and. pally, wearing 
Away. Mrs. G Gaſtrel i 18 det s and lively. er 
| Burney an me that ſhe was to go, hut yu 
will have my dear Queeney; tell. her that, do not 
forget her, and that I hope ſhe remembers me. 
Againſt our meeting we will both make good re- 
ſolutions, which pn my ſide, I hope to keep; but 
ſuch hopes are very deceitful. I would not wil- 
lingly think the ſame of all hopes, and particu- 
larly "hould be loath to ſuſpect of deceit, my hops 


2 always, 1 8 
Deareſt Madam, 

x; . KA Your, 6 
A * 24 i 
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Y our < Oxford letter followed me hi alles; with 
Lichfield, put upon the direction in the place of 
Oxford, and was received at the ſame time as the 
letter written next after it. All is therefore well. 
Queeney is a naughty captious girl, that will 
not write becauſe I did not remember to aſłk her. 
Pray tell her that I aſk her now, and that I depend 
upon her for the hiſtory of her on time. 
Poor Lucy's illneſs has left her very deaf, and, 
r think, 3 b can  ſarcely make 
| er 


bd! SA f Jounsow. 4% 


her underſtand me, and ſhe can hardly make 
me underſtand her. So here are merry doings, 
But ſhe ſeems to like me better than ſhe did. She 
eats very little, but does not fall away. 

Mrs. Cobb and Peter Garrick are as you left 
them. Garrick's legatees at this place are very 
angry that they receive nothing. Things are 
not quite right, though we are ſo far from Lon- 
don. 

Mrs. Aſton is juſt as I left her. She walks 10 
worſe; but I am afraid ſpeaks leſs diſtinctly as to 
her utterance. Her mind is untouched. She 
eats too little, and wears away. The extenuation 
is her only bad by hey pune rw was glad to Wa 
me. 

That nau ty girl Queen now 6 m 8 
head a ghe girl On r that 1 did my 2 
wiſh to hear from her, a dear ſweet? But ne 
ſuffer who can love. ; 

All here is gloomy ja faint ſtru ruggle with the 
tediouſneſs of time; a doleful confeſſion of pre- 
ſent miſery, and the approach ſeen and felt of 
what is moſt — and um ſhunned. But ſuch : 
is the! 15 Now man. * | 
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Dix MADAM, - | | thug) * > 


Ir amo enrages me to be ſuſpected of forget. 
ting the diſcovery of the papers relating to Cum 
mins's claim. Theſe papers we muſt grant the li- 
berty of uſing, becauſe the law will not ſuffer us 
to deny them. We may be lummaned to declare 
what we know, and what we know is in thoſe pa- 


pers. When the evidence appears. „will be 
directed by her lawyers to ſubmit in quiet. I ſup- 
pode it will be proper do dine in fl pr tran - 


ſcript. ol £5 odw 15 
Vour income, diminiſhed as it is, an mah, 
without any painful frugality, make f 1121 


wiſh your health were as much in your power, and 
the effects of abſtinence were as certain as thoſe 
of parſimony. Of your regimen do not think 
with much approbation; it is only palliative, and 
crops the diſeaſe, but does not eradicate it. I 
wiſh you had at the beginning digeſted full meals 
in a warm room, and excited the humour to ex- 
hauſt its power upon the ſurface. This, I believe, 
muſt be done at laſt? / | 
P Miſs Seward has been enquirin after Suſan 
| Thrale, of whom ſhe had heard ſo much from 
1 Mrs. Cumyns, as excites her curioſity. If my little 
dear Perverſity continues to be croſs, Suſy ma 
be my girl too; but J had rather have them both. 
If Queeney does not write ſoon ſhe ſhall have a 
very reprehenſory letter. 
ATN 


have 
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I have here but a dull ſcene. Poor Lucy's 
health is very much broken. She takes very little 
of either food or exerciſe, and her hearing is 

dull, and her utterance confuſed ; but ſhe 
will have Watts's Improvement of the Mind. Her 
mental powers are not aired, and her ſocial 
virtues ſeem to incr 2 never was ſo civil 
to me before. 

Mrs. Aſton is not, that I perceive, worſe than 
when I left her; but the eats too little, and is 
ſomewhat. emaciated. She likewiſe is glad to ſee 
me, and I am glad that I have come. 

There is little of the ſunſhine of life, and my 
own health does not gladden me. But to ſcatter 
the gloom—T went laſt night to the ball, where, 

ou know, I can be happy even without you. 
On the ball, which was very 825, I looked a- 
whe, and went away. 
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HERE Was no Fey is be Whale, becauſe 
1 1 kong you might eaſily forget 4 tranfa8tion not 
at all pleaſing to remember; band © netd that I 
mould be enrag ed if you. had ae forgotten 
it—but you were alway Fic icious in matters of 
memory. Cummans « 98 1 however, as 
My hea ealth is s 
ſtarve ſtill more 
rigidly for a while, and watch myſelf carefully ; 


but more than fix months will I 8 beſtow upon 


that ſubject; you ſhall not have in me a valetudi- 


nary correſpondent, who is always writing ſuch 


letters, that to read. the labels tyed on bottles by 
an apothecary” $ 7 would be more eligible and 
amuſing ; nor will I hve like Flavia in Law's Seri- 
ous Call, who ſpends half her time and 2 Baa 


herſelf, with fleeping draughts and w 


draughts and cordials and broths. My defire i 5 
always to determine againſt my own gratification, 
ſo far as ſhall be poſſib * my body to co-operate 
with my mind, and you will not ſuſpe& me of 
wearing bliſters, and living wholly upon veget- 
ables for ſport. If that will do, the diſorder may 
be removed; but if health is gone, and gone for 
ever, we will act as Zachary Pearce the famous 


biſhop of Rocheſter did, when he loſt the wife he 


loved ſo- call for one glaſs to the health of her 


who is departed, never more to n ſo 


* 
af 1 —— 4 0 
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0 01 ell) dick e che uſual duties of life, and 

8 oer to mention her 2 from that time till 
the laſt day. of it. ——Suſan is exceedingly ho- 
noured, T think, | by Miſs Seward s enquiries, and 
1 would have Suan think ſo too; ko humbler 
one's heart is, the more one's pride is gratified, 
if one may uſe ſo. apparently. an Iriſh expreſſion, 
but the meaning of it does not lie deep. They 
who are too proud to care whether they pleaſe or 
no, loſe much delight themſelves, and give none to 
their neighbours. Mrs. Porter is in a bad way, 
and that makes you melancholy ; the viſits to 
Stowhill” will this year be more frequent than 
ever. Lam glad Watts's Improvement of the Mind 
Is a favourite book among the ' Lichfield ladies: 
it is. ſo pious, ſo wiſe, ſo eaſy. a book to read for 
any perſon, and ſo uſeful, nay neceſſary, are its 
recepts to us all, that I never ceaſe recommend- 
1ng it to our young ones. *Tis a la porte de cha- 
cun ſo, yet never vulgar ; but Law beats him for 
wit; and the names are never happy in Watts 
ſome-how. 1 fancy there was no compariſon be- 
tween the ſcholaſtick learnin of the two writers ; 
but there is prodigious.knowledge of the human 
heart, , and perlt acquaintance with common 
life, in the Serious Call. You uſed to ſay you 
835 not truſt me with that author wein The on 


* 


That the Pall Ny rip towards as 4 you, 
1 do not wonder : what'can a ball do towards di- 
verting any one who, has not other hopes and other 
deſigns. than barely to ſee people dance, or even 
to dance himſelf ? They who are entertained at 
the ball are never much amuſed by the ball I be- 
lieve, yet I love the dance on Queeney's birth- 
day 
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day and yours, where none but very honeſt ap | 
very praiſeworthy paſſions, if Paſſions t they can de 
called, heighten the mirth and 9 5 It Rs 
been thought by many. wiſe folks, that we fritter 
our pleaſures all away by refinement, and When 
one reads Soldſmith's 0 8 either verſe or proſe, 
one fancies that in corrupt life there is more en- 
e et we ſhould find little ſolace from ale- 
ouſe merriment or cottage caroufals, whatever 
the belt wre/tler. on the green might do] ſuppoſe ; 
mere, brandy and brown ſugar I tqueur, "ik that 
which Foote preſented the Cherokee kin gs with, 
and won their hearts from gur fine ladies who 
treated them with Spunge biſcuits and Frontiniac. 
L am glad Queeney 5 you are to reſolve fo 
ſtoutly, and Tlabog, ſo violently; ; ſuch a union 
may make her wiſer N appier, and can 
give me nothing but d n 
We read a good 4 here * in yo our adſence, 
"that i is, Ido: it is better we fate all together than 
in ſeparate rooms; better that I read than not; 
and better that I ſhould never read what is not fit 
for the young ones to hear: beſides, T am ſure 
they mit hear that which I read out to them, and 
ſo one faves the trouble of commanding what one 
knows will never be obeyed. — I can find no 
other way as well. 
Come home, however, for *tis dull living with- 
out you; Sir Philip and Mr. Selwin call very of- 
ten, and are exceed ingly kind, I ſee them always 
with gratitude and pleaſure; but as the firſt has 
left us now for a month, come home therefore. 
Tou are not happy away, and I fear I ſhall never 
be happy again in this world between one thing 
and another. My health, fleſh, and complexion 
are quite loſt, and I ſhall have a red face if 1 live, 
and that will be mighty deteſtable—a A d 
would be leſs offenſive . W 
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This is the time for fading: the year is fading 
round us, and every day ſhuts in more diſmally 
than the laſt did. I never paſſed ſo melancholy a 
ſummer, though I have paſſed ſome; that were 
more painful ; privation is indeed ſuppoſed to be 
Inſtead of trying the Sortes Virgilianz for our 
abſent friends, we agreed after dinner to-day to 
aſk little Harriet what they were doing now who 
uſed to be our common gueſts at Streatham. Dr. 
Johnſon (fays ſhe) is very rich and wiſe, Sir Philip 
is drown'd in the water—and Mr. Piozzi is very 
ſick and lame, poor man! What a curious way of 
deciding! all in her little ſoft voice. Was not 
there a cuſtom among the ancients in ſome coun- 
tis mentioned in Herodotus, if I remem- 

ber right that ou took that method of en- 
quiring into futurity from the mouths of infants 
under three years old? but I will not ſwear to 
the book I have read it in. The Scriptural expreſ- 
ſion, however, Out of the mouths of babes and 
- ſucklings, &c. is likely enough to allude to it, if it 
were once a_general practice. In Ireland, where 
the peaſants are mad after play, particularly back- 
mmon, Mr. Murphy ſays, they will even, when 
eprived of the neceffaries for continuing ſo fa- 
vourite a game, cut the turf in a clean ſpot of 

green ſwerd, and make it into tables for that 
amuſement, ſetting a little baby boy behind the 
hedge to call their throws for them, and ſupply 
with his unconſcious deciſions ' the place of box 

and dice. | | . 

Adieu, dear Sir, and be as cheerful as you can 
this gloomy ſeaſon. I ſee nobody happy here- 
abouts but the Burneys; they love each other 
with uncommon warmth of family affection, and 
are beloved by the world as much as if their fond- 
neſs were leſs concentrated. The Captain has got 
WE 2 fly 
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fifty gun ſbip now. and we are all ſo'rejoiced. 
Once more farewel, and do not forget Streatham 
nor its inhabitants, I all ee orice 
r all, 2 h 
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N We never name Mr: Newton of Lichfield: 1 
hope neither he nor his fine China begin to break 
'yet——of other friends there the accounts get 
"very bad'to be fe. . 


LETTER CCLXXI. 


To Mrs. THRALE, 


| DEAREST MADAM, _- Lichfield, Nox. 3 Ie. 


OU very kindly remind me of the dear home 
which T have left; oF I need none of your aids 
to recollection, for I am here gaſping for breath, 
and yet better than thoſe. whom I came to viſit. 
Mrs. Aſton has been for three years a paralytic 
crawler; but I think, with her mind unimpaired. 
She ſeems to me ſuch as l left her; but ſhe now 
eats little, and is therefore much E Her 
ſiſter thinks her, and ſhe thinks herſelf, paſſing 
faſt away. a 


Lucy 
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Lucy has had ſince my laſt viſit a dreadful ill- 
neſs, from which her phyſicians declared them- 
ſelves ho re of recovering her, and which has 
ſhaken fabrick, and; weakened the 
powers of life. She is unable or unwilling to 
move, and is never likely to haye more of either 
ſtrength or ſpirit. 

I am ſo viſibly diſordered, that a medical man, 
who only ſaw me at church, ſent me ſome pills. 
To thoſe whom I love here I, can give, no help, 


and from "thoſe that love r me none can ls receive. 


Do > you think that! 1 en 10 be p of home 


an 

a time of the" 1 is not very favourable to 
excurſions. 1. 13799 myſelf above aſſiſtance or 
obſtruction from the ſeaſons ; but find the autum- 
nal blaſt dai h pf and the fading world 
an uncomfortabl e pro 19 Yet 1 may ſay with 
Milton, that I do not fate much of. heart or hope. 
To what I have done I do not deſpair of adding 
n. but what it Hall beI A not. 


: 
, : 1 4 


I am, Madam, 


moſt affectionately yours. 
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| DEAR MADAM, 1 40. "ny 


ESTERDAY 1 came to "Aſhbourne, and. laſt 
night 1 had very little reſt. Dr. Taylor lives on 
milk, and grows every day better, and is not 
wholly without PH Every body enquires after 
you and Queeney ; but whatever Burn may 
think of the 2251 of fame, the name of Evelina 
bad never been heard at Lichfield till I brought 1 It. 
I am afraid my dear townſmen will be mentioned 
in future days as the laſt part of this nation that 
was civilized. But the days of darkneſs are ſoon 
to be at an end; the reading ſociety, ordered it to 
be procured this weck. 

Since I came into this quarter of the earth I 
have had a very ſorry time, and I hope to be bet- 
ter when I come back. The little paddock and 
plantations here are very bleak. The Biſhop of 
Cheſter is here now with his father-in-law : he 
ſent us a meſſage laſt night, and I intend to viſit 
him. 

Moſt of your Aſhbourne friends are well. Mr. 
Kennedy's daughter has married a ſhoemaker, and 
he lives with them, and has left his parſonage. 


I am, ©. 
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DEAR. Neben, . *Alkbourne, Nov. "2, mY 


"HAVE a a mind to look: on Queeney as my own 
dear girl; And if I ſet her a bad example, Io 7 
to counteract it by good precepts ; and he 
knows the re Ba of any fault is beſt qua- 
lified to tell them. I have through my whole 
progreſs of authorſhip honeſtly endeavoured to 
teach-the right, though I have not been ſufficiently 
diligent to practiſe it, and have offered mankind 
my opinion as a rule, but never profeſſed my be- 
haviour as an example. 8 

I ſhall be very ſorry to loſe Mr. but 
why ſhould he fo certainly die? * *. * needed not 
— died if he had — 4 to live. 11 Mr. | 
will drink a great deal of water, the acrimony 


that corrodes 15 bowels will be diluted, if the 


cauſe be only acrimony; but I ſuſpe& dyſen- 
teries to be produced by animalcula, which I know 
not how to kill, _ 
If the medical man did me good, it Was b | his 


benevolence; by his pills I never mended. | am, 


however, rather better than I was. 

Dear Mrs. , ſhe has the courage becoming 
an admiral $ lady, bur courage is no virtue in her 
cauſe. * 

1 have been at Lichfeld dee with ſoli- 
citations to read a poem; but I ſent the author 
word, that I would never review the work of an 


OY author; for why ſhould put my 
name 


N 
1 $ 
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name in the power of one who will not truſt me , 
| with his own ? With this anſwer Lucy was ſatis- 
| fied, and I think it may ſatisfy all whom it may 

| If C-——y did nothing for life but add weight 
[4 to its burden, and darkneſs to its gloom, he is 
| - #kindeſt to thoſe from whom he is furtheſt. I hope, 
when I come, not to advance perhaps. your plea- 
ſures, though even of that I ſhall be unwilling to 
deſpair ; but at leaſt not to increaſe your incon- 


-niencies which would be a unſui 
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DEAREST MAD AM, Aſhbourne; Nov. 14; 1781. 


| Hezs is Doctor Taylor, by a reſolute adherence 

. to bread and milk, with a better appearance of 

= health than he has had for a long time paſt; and 
| here am I, living very temperately, but with ver 

| little amendment. But the balance is not perhaps 

| very unequal : he has no pleaſure like that which 

I receive from the kind importunity with which 

you invite me to return. There is no danger of 

very long delay. There is nothing in this part of 

the world that can counteract your attraQtion. 


* 


r 
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The hurt in my leg has grown well ſlowly, ac- 
cording to Hector's prognoſtick, and ſeems now 
to be almoſt healed : but my nights are very reſt- 
leſs, and the days are therefore heavy, and I have 
not your converſation to cheer them. 

I am willing however to hear that there is hap- 
pineſs in the world, and delight to think on the 
pleaſure diffuſed among the Burneys. I queſtion 
if any ſhip updn the ocean goes out attended with 
more good; wiſhes. than that which carries the fate 
of Burney. I love all of that breed whom I can. 
be ſaid to know, and one or two whom I hardly 
know. I love upon credit, and love them hepa; 
they love each other. Of this, conſanguineous 
unanimity d; have never had much; experience; 
but it appears to me one of the great lenitives of 
life z but it has this deficience, that it is never 
found when diſtreſs is mutual He that has leſs 
as every mam feels only his, on neceſſities, he is 
apt to think [thoſe of others leſs. preſſing, and to 
accuſe them of with-holding what in truth they 
cannot give. He chat has his foot firm upon dry 
ground may pluck another out of the water; but 
of thoſe that are all afloat, none has any care but 
for bimſelf tro 1 17 55 77:8 

We do nat hear that. the deanery is yet given 
away, and, though nothing is. {aid,, L. believe 
much is ſtill thought about it. Hope travels 
through: 0 aids 12.1 
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To "Mis 2 


1 bo 42 14. 141 17 


DEAN MAAUM. — der e 


1 SHALL leave yy ace about the begin- 
ning of next week, and a1 leave every place as 
faſt as I decently can, till I get back to you, whoſe 
kindneſs is one of my great comforts. I am not 
well, dut have a every now and then to 


think myſelf better, and 1 now ops to be . 


under your care. 511 to. 1 | 
It was time to ſend Katt 70 aan winter; ben 


I am glad that before he went he beat Hector, for 


he has really the appearance of a ſuperior ſpecies 
to an animal whoſe whole power is in his legs, and 
chat againſt the moſt defenceleſs of all the inhabi- 
tarts of 'the cart , 

Dr. Taylor really grows well, and dire cts bis 
compliments to be felt. 1 hope Mr. Perkins r 
be well too. In -FBORE 11% T8 161. 

But why do you tell me nothing of - Your tow) 
health? Ferhaps ſince che fatal pinch of ſnuff [ 
may have no care about it. 1 15 glad that you 
have returned to your meat, for I never expetted 


that. abſtinence would do you good. 


Piozzi, I find, is coming in I pite of Miſs Har. 

fot, and when he 
comes and I come, 15 will have two about you 
that love you; and I queſtion if either of us hear- 
tily care how few more you have. But how many 


ſoever they may be, I hope you keep your kindneſs 


for me, and I have a great mind to have Queeney's 
8 too. 
Frank's 


D. SAMUEL) JOHNSON! i 16; 


Frank's wife has brought him a wench ; but 1 
cannot yet get intelligence of her colour, and 
therefore haye never told him how much pen 
upon it. 

ieee chill, and the air clamp. 1 
have been only once at the water-fall, which I 
found doing as it uſed to do, and came away. I 
un nat . _ _— with me, 


We N. . 


LETTER CCLXXVI. 
PA Mes, THRAL E. 
DEAR MADAM, Lichfield, Dec. 3, 1781. 


70 AM now come back to Lichfield, where I do 
not intend to ſtay long enough to receive another 
letter, I have little to do here but to take leave 
of Mrs. Aſton, I hope not the laſt leave. But 
8 n with more confidence than ed 


Avremo toſto lungo rege ſpazio 
Per ſtare aſſieme, et fara orſe eterno, 


My time paſt heavily at Aſhbourne, yet Fecula | 
not eaſily get away, though Taylor, 1 ſincerely 
think, was glad to ee me go. Ihave now learned 
the inconveniences of a winter campaign ; but I 
hope home will make amends 125 all my fooliſh 
ſufferings. 

Vor.. II. M I do 


uw UEETPERSTO AND EBROM 


I do not like poi Burney's vicarious -captain- 
ſhip, Surely the tale of Famalus was made for 
him. Surely he will be in time à captain like an- 
other captain, of a ſhip like another ſhi p. 
Tou have got Nioaai again, notwithſtandin 
pretty Harriet's dire denunciationi. The Itah 
— he has brought, you will find no 
great acceſſion to:your library, for the writer ſeems 
to underſtand very little Engliſh. When we meet 
we can compare ſome. paſſages. Pray contrive a 
multitude of good things for us to do when we 
meet. Something that may hold all together; 


though if any thing makes me love you more, it 


1 
i 
b, 
h 
| 
b 
| 
| 
| 
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is going from you, 
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DEAR MADAM, | Birmingham, Dec. 8, 1781. 


AM come to this place on my way to London 
and to Streatham. I hope to be in London on 
Tueſday or Wedneſday, and at Streatham on 
Thurſday, by your kind conveyance. I ſhall have 
nothing to relate either wonderful or delightful. 
But remember that you ſent me away, and turned 


| me out into the world, and you muſt take the 
| chance of finding me better or worſe. This you 
3 Wo ; | may 
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may know at of gpory that my affection for you is 
not diminiſhed, and my expectation from you is 
encreaſed. . Do not neglect me, nor relinquiſh me. 
Nobody will ever love you deter or er Jou 
mors than, 


; 8 ” 
Madam, Na. 
Your, Ye. 4 


n E 1 7 * * CCLEXVNN. 


"To Mrs. THRALE. 


DEAREST LADY, Fc 16, 17884 


AM better, but not yet well; but hope ſprings 
eternal.——As ſoon as I can "think myſelf nat 
troubleſome, you may be fure of ſeeing me, for 
fuch'a place to viſit nobody ever had. gre 
Madam, do not think me worfe than I am; 
ſure at leaſt, that whatever ha ppens to me, 12 
with all the re Tl that admiration of 2 


and e kindneſs can excite, 
Madam, 
dire © 450 2% aur, os £ 
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Mrs. THRALE to DR. 188 
DEAR 818. : ' frr&DaTA Feb. * 1782. 


CAN God no paper readily but hat: is ruled 
for children's uſe tis all one I ſuppoſe, ſo do 
excuſe it. My houſe is pretty enough, but wond- 
rous cold, though the ſeaſon has hitherto been un- 
commonly mild, which perhaps may affect ſome 
people's health. You are — to ſcorn little things, 
but muſt now he contented to acknowledge their 
influence. The influence of little people I hope 
you will never be magnificent enough to deſpiſe. 
Was it not Godeau who was called among the 
French wits Le Nain de. Julie? And who wrote 
ſo prettily after his great Ferme to an old 
friend in theſe words? Au reſte, mon ami n” u- 
bliez' jamais le Nain de Julie; qui voud it bien ef T 
un Hog Pour. vous er Soſayh....:; 17, 
6 oyer. 75 1 0 8 92 


"LEES. 


2 a our 5 uage?.. 
Jau are now ow, e to be, 00 1 Rl 
and intend to bę briſk, and anſwer queſtions uy 
lingly and kindly. told Do&or Lawrence, that 
the Gravedo of which you complain ſhould be 
kept from increaſing long in this caſe, and as he is 
_ as good a grammarian as he is a phyſician, I hope 

he Sil take the hint. Dear Sir, be well, or ST 
ſhall we be merry, 


With talk of Jpeftacles and pills, 


28 me. | 5 
2 © 1 The 


* 
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The newſpapers would ſpoil my few comforts 
that are left if they could ; but you tell me that's 
ny becauſe I have the reputation, whether true 

T 
ber 


iſe, of being à wit forſooth : and you remem- 
poor Floretta who was teized into wiſhing awa 
her ſpirit, her beauty, her fortune, and at 1 
even her life, never could bear the bitter water 
which was to have waſhed away her wit ; which ſhe 
reſolved to keep with all its conſequences,” © © 
lam told the new plays this year are got up (as 
the phraſe is) very penunouſly : our Italian friends 
tell a comical ſtory, applicable enough, of what 
happened. in their own, country : 1 dare ſay, you 
have heard it from Saſtres. How to ridicule the 
manager s parſimony, ſome. one ſaid, Non /apere 
forſe fare una comedia ons ſpeſe verune? Noe 
Signor, facciamo pur quella d' Adamo e d' Eva, tofi 
ſaranno riſparmiati gli abiti. Ma lo ſcandals ! ſays 
the other. Oibo / la faremo all oſcuro, e cofs riſ- 
parmierete anche i lui. 

Is this nonſenſe enough for one morning? 1 
cannot bear the thoughts of turning the page to 
write more ſuch. Accept the beſt compliments 
of all diy/apgIag.to. nology 


Your moſt faithful ſervant, 
> A +. THRALE. 
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Uk k fach letters ws any man well. 
| will Jet them have their full operation upon me; 
Oe wiite I 4th not without à cough. 1 can 
eyes rt by Macbdium, and am in 

other diſturbances it will Ly 
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LETTER cclLxxxI. 


To Mrs. T H RAL E. 
DEAREST MADAM, Bolt-court, Feb. 21, 1782. 


1 CERTAINLY grow better. Llay this morn- 

ing with ſuch ſucceſs, that I called before I roſe 
for dry linen. I believe I have had a criſis. 

5 night called Sir Richard Jebb; and many 

people or ſend: I am not negletted nor for- 


141740 e 
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gotten. But let me be always ſure of your kind- 
neſs. I hope to try 0 r this week whether your 
houſe is yet t fo cold, tor to be away from you, if 
I did not ns ion likely to be ſhort, 


how could I endure? You are a dear dear lady, 
and your kind attention. is.a great part of what 


Madam, 
Your, Dc * 


life affords to, 


rr x Gala, | ; 
ual To, Mrs. TRR AL. E. | 
AREST oF ALL BEAK LaDits, March 14, 1762. 


hoo Povilleri "As write it theſe verſes is 
* ſible. I am angry at Sa oy 

Fo ounces | | Why t ſent a letter to Dr. a 
rence, wo is ten md more timor/ome than is 
your Jebb, and he came and ſtöod by while one 
vein was opened with too ſmall an orifice, and bled 
eight ounces and ſtopped. Then another vein 
was opened, which ran eight more. And here 
am I ſixteen ounces lighter, for 1 have had no 
dinner, | 

I think the loſs of blood has done no harm; 
whether it has done good, time will tell. I am 
glad that I do not fink without reſiſtance. 


I am, Dear Madam, 
Tour, Se. 
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HAVE been very much ont of order fince you 
ſent me away; but why ſhould I tell you, who do 
not care, nor defire —— I dined with Mr. 
Paradiſe on Monday, the Biſhop of St. Aſaph 
yeſterday, with the Biſhop of Cheſter I dine to- 
day, and with the Academy on Saturday, with 
Mr. Hoole on Monday, and with Mrs. Garrick on 
Thurſday the ad of May, and then—what care 
you? what then ? 

The news run, that * have taken ſeventeen 
French tranſports——that al Ae $ lady i is lyin ing 


#* F332 


er ſixty-two. 
Do 95 et Mr. d Ma any IF» als ut me 
By out of. your head, and do not think 3 any 


vill Joye you like 
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LETTER CCLXXXIV. 
To Mrs. T HR AL E. 
DEAREST MAD. | April $0, 482. 


IAA VE tad a freſh cold and been very poor- 
ly. But IJ was yeſterday at Mr. Hoole's, where 
were Miſs Reynolds and many others. I am go- 

ty wo the Tow. erer uma, 
Since Mrs. Garrick's invitation I have a letter 
from Miſs Moore, to engage me for the evening. 
I have an appointment to Miſs Monkton, and an- 

other with Lady Sheffield at Mrs. Ways. 

Two days ago Mr. Cumberland had his third 
night, which, after all expences, put into his own 

pocket five pounds. He has loſt his plume. 

- Mrs. S-— refuſed to ſing, at the Ducheſs of 
Devonſhire's requeſt, | a ſong to the Prince of 
Wales. They pay for the —— neither princi- 
pal nor intereſt ; and poor Garrick's funeral ex- 
pences are yet unpaid, though the undertaker is 
broken. Could you have a ow purveyor for a 
little ſcandal? But I wiſh I was at Streatham. I 
beg Miſs to come early, and I may perhaps reward 
you with more miſchief, 


Lam, deareſt and deareſt Lady, 
| Your, Nc. 
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LET T E R CCLXXXV. | 
To Mrs. T n R A * E. 


MADAM, | 1 8, 1782. 


88 I was aff fo bois}, ul Who but 
me? At night RE A e a 
and this morning . Jas 
ng: e th however is 
better, and | thall try to eſcape the other bleeding, 
for I am of the chymical ſe&, which holds phle- 
botomy in abhorrence. , 

But it is not plenty nor diminution of blood 
that con Ran ny Of: 


t 85 | My dr do Lay 
| eee 1 9 Or. 


e ty compliments to peer de. 


LETTER cclxxxvl. 
3 Mr. TR AL E. | 
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MADAM, London, June 4, 1783. 


ISELY was it ſaid by him who ſaid it firſt, 
that this world is all ups and downs, You know, 


deareſt Lady, that when I preſt your hand at part- 
A 2 | ing 
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ing 1 was rather down. When I came hither, I 
ate my dinner well, but was ſo harraſſed by the 
cough, that Mr. Strahan faid, it was an extremity | 
which he could not have believed without the ſen- 
ſible and true avouch of his own obſervation. I 
= indeed almoſt ſinking under ity when Mrs. 
—_— ppened to ery out that ſuch a cough 
ſouls ſtilled by opium or any means. I took 
yeſterday half an ounce of bark, and knew not 
— 5 N. N would counteract it, but remem- 
in the medical books, and 
— cha quiet the cough with opium was 
one of . il orders, I took two grains, 
which gave me not Neep indeed, but reſt, and that 
reſt has given me ſtrengeh and courage. 

This to my bed-fide came dear Sir 
Richard I told him of the opium, and he ap- 

it, and told me, if I went to Oxford, 
which he rather adviſed, Ba! ſhould tr 
the wa pt the bark, * the cough with 

k fi 
barn 
A o the journey 1 Kno not chat it will be ne- 

ceſſary, define mollium tandem querularum. This 

ro | dined upon ſkate, pudding, gooſe, and your 
aſparagus, and could have eaten more, but was 
prudent. , 

Pray for me, dear Madam; l hope the tide has 
turned. The change that l feel is more than 1 
durſt have hoped, or than I thought poſſible ; but 
there has yet not paſſed a whole day, and I may 
rejoice perhaps too ſoon. Come and ſee me, and 


when you think beſt, upon due 2 — | 
take me away. | 


I am, dear Madam, 
| Your, c. 


N LETTER 


U 
A 
* 
U 
bo 
x 
: 
7 N 0 
. , 
{ 
i 
4 
5 
. 
44 
. 


172 LETTERS TO AND FROM 


| 1 SS 2 # | * 1 . $ , 
eS MASS? l. i of of? 4 N L S « & 
- is 1 4 4 +4 . 0 
07 0 dn z © THF 385) 4 1 ; 
. . — — 1 $4.7 * 7 4 0 d : : Fl " — 9 
s Nene er, 
err ER Cn. 
” 7 x bl O'S : cn * 
* : we 4. 2 122 1 6 9 = : 21 44 w# 
” x. ; +, A a 1 
I” hs ** "af 47 
o { 4* $ * = ; 
| DE? TED D 11. n 
. K 1 1 
A A AM. om 15 te. 
* 


— I ſhould hows atecd little about Aa wan- 
ton ezpreſlion, if there had been no kindneſs. 
L find no particular ſalubrity in this air, my re- 
ſpiration i is very laborious; — my appetite is good, 
and my ſleep r long and quiet; but a 
very little motion diſa Bic 
dine to-day with Dr. Adams, and to-morrow 


with Dr. Wetherel: - Yeſterday Dr. Edwards in- 


vited ſome men from Exeter college; whom 1 
liked very well. Theſe variations of company 
help the mind. though they cannot do much for 
the body. But the body receives loms: _— from 
a ch mind. 

Keep up ſome kindneſs der me; whey low 
with you Lo L hope to beleſs nn by 


| WP lels 


, 
2 
19 1 


3 1 am, een Lady, 
ad 4 6 a Tou, CY rk 


w» 4 


11744 LETTER 


Du. SAMUEL JOHNSON, ng 


LETTER CCLEXXVIN. 


To Mr. T H RAL Ek. 


DE AR MADAM, Oxford, June 13, 1732, 


ESTERDAY a little phyſick drove away a 
grit part of my cough, but I am ſtill very much 
obſtructed in my reſpiration, and ſo ſoon tired 
with walking, that I have hardly ventured one un- 
neceſſary ſtep. Of my long illneſs much more 
than this does not remain, but this is very bur. 
thenſome, I fleep pretty well, and LAY appetite 
enough, but I tt it with fiſh. 

Yeſterday I dined at Dr. Adams's with Miſs 
More, and other perf of eminence. To- 
day 1 am going to Dr, Br. Wotherel? and thus day 
goes after day, not wholly without amuſement. 

I think not to ſtay here long. Till I am better 
it is not prudent to fit long in the libraries, _= 
the weather is yet ſo cold, 'that in the penury 
fuel; for which we think ourſelves very — . 


i have yet met vich none fo frugal as to fit wi 
out fire. 


I As Madam, . 
Your, De. 


Dive Davis complained tit he had not received | 
his hen, # for Moyes | 
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LETTER cclLxxxIx. 
Mrs. T HRA LE % Dr. JOHNSON. 


"DEAR SIR, | Streatham, June 14- 


I AM glad you confeſs yourſelf peeviſh, fol con- 
ſeſſion muſt precede amendment. Do not ſtudy 
to de more unhappy than you are, and if you can 
eat and fleep well, do not be frighted, for there 
can be no real danger. Are you acquainted with 
Dr. Lee, the maſter of Baliol College? And ate 
you not delighted with bis gaiety of manners. and 
youthful vivacity now that he is eighty- ix years 
old? I never heard a more perfect or excellent 
pnn than his, when ſome one told him how in a 
late diſpute among the Privy | Counſellors, the 
Lord Chancellor ſtruck the table with ſuch violence 
that he ſplit it: Ne, ne, no, replied the Maſter 
dryly, Lean hardly. perſuade myſelf that he ſplit 
the Table, though I believe he divided the Board. 
than mis? for there muſt be no wore faſtidiouſ- 
neſs now; no more refuſing to laugh at a 
quibble, when you ſo loudly profeſs the want of 
amuſement and His hockey of diverſion. How 
the people of this age do cry for rattles is indeed 
little to-its credit; Br knowledge is diffuſed moſt 
certainly, if not increaſed, and that ought to ſtand 
inſtead of perpetual variety one would think. / 
Apropos to general improvement: I was reading 
the SpeQator to Sophy while my maid papered 
my curls yeſter-morning, it was the 3d vol. 217, 
where the man complains of an indelicate miſtreſs, 
who faid on ſome occafion that her ſtomach — 
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and lamented how her teeth had got 2 fred ſtuck 
between them. ——The woman that dre fed me 
was ſo aſtoniſhed at this groſſneſs, though common 
enough in Addiſon's time one ſees, that the crigd 
out, Well Maga” ſurely that could never have 
been 4 lady who uſed . like thoſe. 

I much wonder whether this refinement has 

ead all over the Continent, or whether tis con- 

ned to our own iſland: when we were in France 
we could form little judgment, as our time was 
paſſed chiefly among Engliſh; yet I recolle& that 
one fine lady, who entertained us very ſplendidly, 
put her mouth to the teapot, and blew in the ſpout 
when it did not pour freely. My maid Peggy 
would not have touched the tea after ſuch an 
operation. Was it convenient, and agreeable, 
and wiſe, and fine, I ſhould like to ſee the world 
en ſea very much ; 


But fate has faft bach her 
With Styx nine eg round her. 


So your friend muſt look on the waves at Bright- 
helmſtone without breathing a with to croſs them. 
Mean time let us be as merry as reading Burton 
upon Melancholy will make us. You bid me ſtudy 
that book in your abſence, and now, What have 
I found? Why, I have found, or fancied, that 
he has been cruelly plundered : that Milton's firſt 
idea of L' Allegro and Il Penſeroſo were ſuggeſted 
by the verſes at the beginning; that Savage's 
Speech of Suicide in the Wanderer, grew up out 
of a paſſage you probably remember towards the 
216th page; that Swift's Tale af the Waman that 
holds water in her mouth, to regain her huſband's 
love by ſilence, had its ſource in the ſame farrago; 
and that there is an odd ſimilitude between my 
Lord's trick ypon 8ly the Tinker, in Shokeſpear' 


Taming 
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Taming of the Shrew, and ſome ſtuff! have deen 
un in Burton. 

And now, Dear Sir, de ib Some gabe 8 vou 
ban, and do not dun me for that kindneſs which 
has never been withheld, only becauſe: it is cold 

weather 'and you want employment ; but be gen- 
tile and tranquil like Dr. Adams, or gay and flaſhy 
like Dr. Lee, and then what then ? Why then 
ou will deſerve Miſt Adams's good will, and 

iſs More's eſteem, added to the humble ſervice 
1 cue * of your ever equally. 


ec $M. - Faithful, Ge. MORT 1211 54: 
T3 2 2 HL THRALE. 
' Sir Richard aſks after! pen with very tender care 
indeed: what would you have of us all that you 


cannot command ? He is among thoſe who would 
do any thing in the world to oblige you. 
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To Mes T4 HR A L E. ny 8 
DEAR MADAM, We e © Oxford, Jud i, CY 


. HAVE found no ſudden Ateratign add. 
ment, but I am grown better by degrees. My 
cough is not now very troubleſome to myſelf, nor 
J hope to others. My breath is ſtill ſhort and 55 
cumbered ; I do not fleep well, but 1 lie eaſy.” 
4 


n SAMUEL JOHNSON: 175 


change of place, fnceeflian of company, and no- 
deſſity af talking, much of che terscur chat had 
me ſeams to be ni begid ad. 


it can do, and Lam going flyly to take a place in 
the coach. for Wedneſday, and vo or my tweet 
Queeney wall 2 me on Tate and foe what 
you can” of me 

Today I am going to dine with Dr. Wheeler, 


Dr. Edwards to his living. He has really done 
all that he could do for my relief or entertainment, 
and really drives me away by doing tc too much. 


"FG; Madam, 
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When I come back to retirement, it will be 
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more. 1 — his conſent to bela again 
Vox. N to- day. 


* 


Oxſord has dane, I think, inner be perlen 


and to-morrow Dr. Edwards has invited Miſs 
Adams and Miſs More, Yeſterday I went with 
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to-day; Since I left» have eaten very little, 
on Friday: chieſly broth on Saturday nothing but 
ſome bread in the morning, on nothing 
but ſome bread and three roaſted apples L txy to 
yay and wiſn to ſee you but if bieame,:1 
ſhould only cangh and cough. Mr. Steed em, who 
is with me; ſays chat my hearing is feturned. We 
are here all three ſick, and poor Levet tis gone. 
Do not. add to my other diſtreſſes any; diminu- 
tion ob Kindnefs! fort, worriong ot brig 
Ge 109W- + veins T7 aro dM bas emsb A 
o59b yviless af 5H f 0? ebrgwbil nt 
_ domaterienns 10 bib wat ot ob bios v.81 1's 
aum 002 Yah yd yews am aan bus 
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To Mrs. THRALE. 


DEAR MADB XVM. S. card-y, July 8, 1782. 
Pr RH APS ſome of your people may call to- 
morrow. I have this day taken a paſſage to Ox- 
ford for Monday. Not td fiiſſé as you expreſs it 
with very unfeeling irony, but to catch at the 
hopes of better health. The change of place ma 
do ſomething. To leave the houſe where ſo muc 
has been ſuftcred affords ſome pleaſure⸗ When! 
write to you write to me again, and let me haye 
the pleaſure of knowing that Lam ſtill conſidered: 

0 1 7429 blyoz n0190Y Madam, 9 YAHOO 
His bald 03 .356511 07 tid 19172 ur; i. og 
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' HOPE che worlfs a lt over, ; 
good night, and A ept; long... Lou can 
150 a N 1 have 93 — while ) 
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neeney never ſent 1 me a, kind 
— Nen be with you in aſhort 
bew AN 1 Man AgaIne 04+) > 417; 1&4! 
nun ot u wo n IH. Madam, 
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I had taken an emetic when the expreſs came, and 


have ordered a poſt-chaiſe and chamomile tea at 
—— 2 from London bids me make 
aſte thithet;| n not Mit! ophichily at Bath. 
+ 4 | —— Iam more ill 
{1 | i em { which Dr. Woodward 
3] is witneſs ; who lays, if 1 do go, and add the 
hooping-cou h to — eady has worn 
m to a 3 will be my laſt erouble in this 
world. , mu e better; I am ax ti 
lie af ct _ ok vi" en Hy. Be A 
once * Lieser 8 t Ne 
1 ee 
en wien _ there ! 
ya 3 fer death 4b madly 
Of Ning 2193 Ot Nied: 
ca Kast r rqui PRs abb aa ed ene 
We "uſe he made tor br S Y and did me 
not reply age tf 8 
your malice ? ought 0 h my anſwer 
to the epiſtle of to-d 
Adieu, Dear S, | mu lie down a moment, 
then get into the chaiſe, and drive all night 
till I reach Ray and Fry's ſchool : no need to ſee 
| hateful London, is there? I will avoid it, if poſ- 
fible, to befare, cer 
This is Good Friday night, and no Chriſtian 
ought to complain of hard ſufferings on this anni- 
e #/ harder ſufferings inflicted on his Sa- 
viour himſelf. Lin therefore ceaſe repining, and 
do _—_ — cheerfully. _ 

mx an eve m ability 
to g dich this chaiſe, W Pll Kalt this ettet by the 
coach. If I have any life left I will uſe it to go 
fee Cecilia to-morrow. I am then . ala 

3 308——- Said! 1 bas nis ils: TURALE. 
5 will net know me when Lcd c 1! +; 
»gd Bharp — has warn me to the bone. 
-LETTER 
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DEAR MADAM, _ "London May: 1 OY 


AM glad that you wont to Streatham, though | 

u could not ſave the dear pretty little git.” 

oved her, for ſhe was Thrale's and your's, — 
by her dear father's appointment in ſome ſort 
mine: | love you all, and therefore cannot with- 
out regret ſee the phalanx broken, and reflect that 
you and my other dear girls are deprived of one 
that was born your friend. To ſuch friends, 
every one that has them, has recourſe at laſt, when 
it is diſcovered, and diſcovered it ſeldom fails to 
be, that the fortuitous friendſhips of inclination _ 
or vanity are at the mercy of a thouſand accidents. 
But we muſt ſtill our difquiet with rememberin 
that, where there is no guilt, all is for the beſt. F 
am glad to hear that Cecily is ſo near recovery. 

For ſome days after your departure | was p _y 
well, but I have begun to languiſh again, and 
night was very tedious and oppreſſive. I excuſed 
myſelf to-day from bur | with General Paoli, 

hs ths a. hee, but was griped by the ta- 
lons of nec 

On Saturday 1 dined, as is ufyal, at the opening 

of the Exhibition. Our company was fplendid, 
whether more numerous than at any farmer _ 
I know not. Our tables ſeem always full. 
Monday, if I am told truth, were received — 
door one hundred and ninety pounds, — 
miſſion of three thouſand 

| 2 — re. arena — — 


tators 


is LETTER TO AND FROM _ 


tators ſtaying one with another each an hour, the 
rooms never had fewer than three hundred and - 
eighty juſtling againſt each other, Poor Lowe 


met ſonie ouragement, but 1 interpoſed for 
him, and prevailed. 

8 Mr. Barry's. exhibition was opened the ſame 
day, and a book is publiſhed to recommend it, 
Which, if you read it, you will find decorated with 
ſome ſatirical pictures of Sir Joſhua Reynolds and 
others. I have not eſcaped. Vou muſt however 
think with ſome eſteem ors BI 25 the 444 
ee W / | 
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DEAR MADAM, > / 2 Mey 8, 1785.” 


I THOUGHT your letter long in coming. 1 
ſuppoſe it is true that I looked — languid at S | 
exhibition, but have been worſe ſince. Laſt Wed · 
neſday, the Wedneſday of laſt week, I came home 
ill from Mr. Jodrel's, and after a tedious, oppreſ 
five, impatient night, ſent an excuſe to 

Paoli, and took on Thurſday two briſk catharticks 
and a doſe of calomel. Little things do me no 


=} 
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At night I was much better. Next day 
cathartick again, and the third day opium for my 
cough. I lived without fleſh all the three days. 
The recovery was more than I expected. I went 
to church on Sunday quite at eaſe. 

The exhibition proſpers ſo much, that Sir Joſhua 
ſays it will maintain the academy. He eſtimates 
the probable amount at three thouſand pounds. 
Steevens is of opinion that Croft's books will fell 
for near three times as much as they coſt, which 
however is not more than-might be expected. 

Favour me with a direction to Muſgrave of 5 
land; have a charitable. office to gen to him. 
» he Knight or Baronet? 

My preſent-circle of enjoyment. in 28 narrow * 
me as the Circus for Mrs. Montague. When 1 firſt 
ſettled in this neighbourhood I had Richardſon and 
Lawrence, and Mrs. Allen at hand. I had Mrs. 
Williams, then no bad companion, and Levet for 
a long time always to be had. If I now go out 1 
muſt go far for company, and at laſt come back 
to two ſick and diſcontented women, who can 
hardly talk, if they had any thing to ſay, and 
whoſe hatred of each other makesone great ere. 
ciſe of their faculties, - - 

But, with all theſe evils, poſitive and privative, 
my health in its preſent humour promiſes to mend, 
and I, in my preſent humour, promiſe: to take 
care of jt, and it we both keep our words, we may 
yet have a bruſſi at the cobwebs in the ſky. Wo 

Let my dear loves write to me, e you 
write often what rgd to, 


Dear Madam, 


414 Vilas 
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DEAR MADAM, 1? London, ada 5 . hy 


eee Jas very 
glad — letter. Lou were uſed — 2 — 
write more, when I know-not why you ſhould 
had much more to ſay. Do not — 4 yourſelf with 
_ ſhowing' me that you can forget me, who! do not 


et 
forge Bad beser c Walt bebe, 
wants confirmition. Nee are uſeleſs. 
I have, by the one of my ladies, 


more peace at home; but . remember an old ſa- 
vage chief that ſays of the. Romans with great in- 
N robs gear nn N —_ 

Mr. Vas not 3 it was his ſiſter, 
to whom | am afraid the term is now ſtrictiy ap- 
- plicable;for ſhe ſeems to have — ſome wer in- 
10 obſcurity; I am afraid by a palſy. 

Whence your ———— thdeF het has 
made-the — idle, I cannot diſcover. I am 
ſorry indeed for every ſuicide, but 1 ſuppoſe he 


would have gone to the men enn nn, la- 
mented. 
„ if me 


You will ſoon ſee that Miſs H 
finds countenance, and gets ſcholars, will conquer 
ber vexations. Is not Suſy likewiſe one of her 


pupils? I owe Suly a letter, which! 1 to pay 
next time. 


I can 


* 
. 


Daz BAMUEL JOANSON: wy 


ain tell you of no new thing in town, but Dr. 
Maxwell, whoſe . ill m n gn with 
two little babies at 
Tou give à cheerful account of your way of 
life, 1 hope you will ſettle into tranquillity. 
When I can repay you ſuch a narrative of my 
felicity, you ſhall ſee deſcription. 


2 I am, Oc. 


LETTER CCXCVIN. 
To Mrs. THRALE. 


DEAR MAD AM. | Oxford, . 7 


5 Y xsTERDAY I came to Oxford without fa- 
e or inconvemence. I read in the coach be- 
fore dinner. I dined moderately, and ſlept well; 
but find my breath not free this morning. 
Dr. Edwards, to whom | wrote: word of m 
to come, has defeated his own 1 
y its exceſs. He has gone out of his own rooms 
for my reception, and therefore I cannot cecently 
{tay long, unleſs I can change my abode, which it 
will not be very eaſy to do: nor do I know what 
attractions I ſhall find here. Here is Miſs Moore 
at Dr. Adams's, with whom I ſhall dine to-mor- 
row. Of my adventures and obſervations I ſhall 
inform you, and beg you to write to me at Mr. 
| r's, bookſeller. | 


I hope 
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1 
I bope Queeney has got rid of her influenza, 
and that yod eſcape it. If 1 had-Quieeney 132328 3 
how would I ſhew her all che placks. I h 
however, 1 Ang want e my uy 


Ys STERDAY were brought hither two par- 
cels. directed o Mrs, Thrale, to the care of Dr. 
Jobnſon. By what the touch can diſcover, they 
contain ſomething of which cloaths are made; and 
ſuſpect them to be Muſgrave's long · expedted 
preſent. oui order them to be called for, 
or let me know whather I ſhall ſend tgem. 
Crutchley has had the gout, but is abroad again. 
Seward called on me eſterday. He is going only 
for a few weeks; rſt to Paris, and then to Flan- 
ders, to contemplate the pictures of Claude Lo- 
raine; and he aſked me if that was not as good a 
way as any of ſpending time that time which re- 
turns no more —of which however a great 


ſeems to be very fooliſhly ſpent, even by the wiſeſt 
and _ belt. | 


here. HD OLGTY int of UC IS 911 
, Iz 413 vo 
1 an, | Dear Madam, gu 
in { Your, Sc. 
| 
$1 - DEAR MADAM, London, June 13, 1783. 
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Abende at-leaſt is not loſt in which the evils. 
of life are relieved, and therefore the moments: 
which you beſtow on Miſs H are properly em- 
ployed. She ſeems to make an uncommon imprel- 
ſion upon you. What has ſhe done or ſuffered 
out of the common courſe of tangy: I love a 
little ſecret hiſtory... 

Poor Dr. Lawrence 2nd, his youngeſt on died 
almoſt on the ſame day 

Mrs. Dobſon, the directreſs of "cant conver- 
ſation, did not tranſlate Petrarch, but epitomiſed 
a very bulky French Life of Petrarch. She tran- 
ſlated, I think, the Memoirs of D'Aubigne. 

Your laſt letter was very pleaſing; it 
kindneſs to me, and ſome degree of placid ac- 
quieſcence in your preſent mode of life, which is, 
Ras: the beſt which is at preſent within your 
reach. 

My powers and attention have for a long time 
been aſmoſt wholly employed upon my health, I 
hope not wholly: without Succeſs, but ſolitude is 


wy tedious, - 
I am, Madam; Tour, . 


1 


LETTER CCC. * 
— * THRALE to Dr. JOHNSON... . 


Bath, June 15, 1783. . 


* BELIEVE' i it is too true, my dear Sir, that 
— think on little except 25 and your own 
ealth, but then they are ſubjeQs on which every 

| one 
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I think to6—and t Neat con 

vlation; Lp YN > 1 + C 
lam willin moughits cmple; all my 

upon my/elf, 2 ra . — 
to think with or about me, fo 1 

a little ſullen, and diſpoſed now — . 2 

like king David, My lovers and my fripnds have 

been put from me, and ny acquaintance hid 

out of wy fr , If the — Fwy ſhewed 

9 — ee of placid acquieſcence 1 

ever * diſpleaſing, is the beſt I can 

at juſt now; ere me in that 

poſition, and to lay no more calamity upon wor 

which may again tempt me to murmur and com- 

plain. In the mean time — 1 

undiminiſhed kindneſs and veneration : 


been long out of xident's power either to ider 


or increaſe. 


So Mr. Seward is goin abroad again. Lice no 
harm in his reſolution, thou the manner of ex- 
13 it was likely enough to offend you: yet 

e is not a man whom any one can juſtly reproach 
with negligence of duty; he does more good than 
almoſt any perſon of twice his fortune, and while 
he is looking at the works of Claude Loraine he 
will certainly be doing no miſchief. 

The profeſſors of Eunu are a very dangerous 
race of mortals; for, preferring any occupation 
to none, they are liable to make many people un- 
happy by their officious aſſiduities, while to them- 
ſelves they ſtand perfectly exculpated by the re- 
mark that a man muſt do Apts: be killed 
with Ennui : how fortunate for when like 
Seward. they ſeek only to give away their —_ 
all winter to perſons who want and go 


Flanders in fommer O logk at oe Claude Ls | 
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What Miſs H had ſuffered before bur ac- 
quaintance began I know not. She now. endures 
much from real, and more from fancied illneſs. 
Her talents are uncommon: for work, and ſhe is a 
proof that work will not ſuffice to keep the ima- 
gination quiet. She feels like Pekuah, that the 
mind will eafily ſtraggle from the fingers, and that 
— of heart cannot be | much falaced by folken 
J. 
Poor Dr. Lawrence and his ſon are dead then: 
I am very ſorry; he was among the few parents I 
have known who preferred the virtue and happi- 
neſs of their children to the delight of ſeeing them 
ow rich and ſplendid; and you once told me, 
one of his ſons (1 never heard which) was 
early bent on — — that opulence which is as 


ww *% % * ».* 


is now 


That you ſhoula be — a fad thing, and 
a ſtrange one too, when every body is willing to 
drop in, and for quarter of an hour at wy 
ſave you from a fete 4 tete with yourſelf: I never 
could catch a moment when you were alone whilſt 
we were in London, and Miſs Thrale ſays the ſame 

ing. It would have been a fine advantage in- 
deed could ſhe have ſeen Oxford now in your 
company; when we enjoyed it, ſhe was too young 
to profit of the circumſtance. 'Tis ſo 
the wordd I believe: nothing happens of good to 
us while we can fully uſe it: every little felicity 
which does come, e rer e 


pd a +1 Trae | 
and genial . 2797 
| Wi, And S hte 


Could ee latter myſelf with ts hopeiofa 
| ne e evening after my various day, 1 would 
bear 
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dear the afternoon ſtorms betret than I do and 
who Knows that it ib fert ible 20 rl ' 
Farewel, dear Sir: had I health and ſpirits 
Tuſed to have, 1 would write as T uſed to a 
but Fhad then a huſband and ſons;-and'for a long 
time after I kne you, a mother ſuch as no one 
ever had but me, and ſuch as I fincerely wiſh my 
kee were likely tes have f in We Ok 
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8 "DEAR MADAM, | June 19, 1783. 

ini d . 4 1 
T aw fitting down in — wie bl 
a narrative which wouldonce have affected you with 
tenderneſs and ſorrow, but which you will perhaps 
ä paſs over now with the carel glance. of frigid 
indifference. For this diminution of regard 2 
ever, I know not whether I ought to blame you, 
who may have reaſons which I cannot know, and 
do not blame myſelf, who have for a great part 


of human life done you what: WIN giants and 
rn eee e Ar Zl e Suk. 
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DE/SAMVEL JOHNSON." 7 


I had been diſordered in the uſual way, and 

had been rehieved, by the uſual methods, by Co 

and*catharticks;*bit had rather lefſeied my doſe 
opium. 

1 "Oh Monday the 16th I ſat for 1 picture, lag 
walked” a" confidetable way with little inconve- 
nience.” In the afternoon and evening I felt my- 
ſelf li icht and eaſy, and began to plan ſchemes of 
life. Thus 1 went to bed, and in a ſhort time 
waked and Tat up, ds has been long my cuſtom, 
when I felt à confafion and dine i in 
head, which" laſted 1 fuppoſe "about half a 


11 


nute; I was alarmed; and prayed God, that how. 


ever he might ict m 8 e would ſpare 

vnderſtanding: TE Nene that J might ay 
integrity of My fabulties, I made in Latin verſe. 
Ihe lines were abt very goo d, but knew them not 
to be very{pood Y Kale them eafily, and con- 
2 myſelf to be _ unimpaired. | in my facul- 

$107 4 i 4 

8000n after e chat 1 Had ſuffered a pa- 
ralytick ſtroke, and that my ſpeech was taken from 
me. I had ug in, and ſo little deſection i in this 
dreadful Kate, chat 1 wondered at my own apathy, 
hols ee 6m that cle Kn b Gepth itſelf when it 


1 8 put e WN 
repeated it; but all was Valle 
then Eo 7 GY 26d, and, ſtrange as it may ſeem, 
1. think, lept. When I faw li 5k FH it was time 
Fonerive what I ſhould do. ough God ie 
r be left 15 my hand, enjoyed a mercy 
Which was not granted, to. my dear friend Law- 
Re 'who now perhaps overlooks me as I am 
writing, and rejoices that 1 have what he wanted. 


My 
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N to 2 ho 
came in talking could not immediately com · 
| prehend why he fhould read What, J. put into his 


by I then wrote a card to Mr. Allen, dat 1 Hügbt 
bave a diſcreet friend at hand to act as occafion 
ſhould require. In penning this note I had ſome 
ty, my hand, I knew not —— not Why, 
made wrong letters. I then wrote to Dr. Tayſor 
to come to me, and bring Dr. Heberden, and 
lent to Dr. Brockleſby, who is my neighhour, 
My cians are very friendly and very diſin: 
tereſted, and give me . . 
imagine my ſituation. I have ſo far recovered. 
vocal powers,! as to repeat the Lord's Prayer. nic 
no very imperfect artic My memerz, I 
vet remains as. it 5 bus — A at- 
tack produces. ſolicitude for 1 Ge 2 8 S ery 


{tt ; 31 115 


How this will be received * A N . not. 
] hope ee wich: hes en Pepe 


a7 iy 72 54 
0 Wy Mitres ils, ad. 
" Cries! re 85 b? 1 ik LS... 
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i 8p can this de bodhble! i bope it cannot. 
Wis that what, when 1 could ſpeak, 1 Jpoke & 0 
ou, and to vou, will be 1 3 ober and ſexic 
hour remembered by vou; 155 Mov it c 1 
remembered but 25 if er of kin nels. 
have loyed you N virtuous TEE eftion ; I aye 
honoured 5 oh fincere eſteem. Let not. 
vur- ee be forgotten but let me have. i 
mi, great diſtceſs your . aud 9005 prayers. You 
88 turn to you with mplaints as A 
a and e Giese, 9 not, do not 
59 me from you, for Wa not e either 
vente or bed. en woe bas galt 
2118 8 11¹ 0 


i xt 
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To the girls, who do not write often, for Suſy 
has written only once, and Miſs Thrale owes me 
a letter, I earneſtly recommend, as their guardian 
and friend, 7 5 they, remember their Creator in 
the days of their youth 

I ſuppoſe you may wiſh to know how my diſeaſe 

is treated by the phyſicians.” They put a bliſter 
upon my back, and two. from my ear to m 
throat, one on a ſide. The bliſter « on the. LD 
has done little, and thoſe on the throat have not 
riſen, I bullied and hounced, (it ſticks to our 
laſt fand) and compelled, the apothecary ta make 
his ſalye according to the Edinburgh Difpenſatory, 
that it might adhere better. I have two on now 
of my own preſcription. They likewiſe give me 
ſalt of hartſhorn, which I take with no great con- 
fidence, but * atiees: that vhat can be ama 
one r me. #4 10 1103 . 
0 give me comfort 2 confidence.i in 
Thee: forgive my ſins ; and if it be thy good 
_—__ —_ 05 diſeaſes 1 her Ctrl . 
A 40 


Iam 34 alhamed of this querulous letter, 
Ba 1 eee, let, it LE 
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. "Ms. THRALE 


GI 589: 8 ({fi>*{Þ 6 ly he 
DEAREST MADAM , London Se Nee ng 


/THINE'to ſend wait . time - a regular 
8 Tou will forgive the groſs images which 
ſeaſe muſt neceffarily preſent. Dr. Lawrence 


2 


EIS ECTS 


* 


22 


„chat medical tr rere be "way in | 
Latin. in. it © 34 01¹ . 0 k "of O 
* The two veſieatories j: cured with fo 
much trouble did not perfor for, being ap- 


plied to the lower part of the fauces, à part al- 
ways in motion,” eir adheſion was continually 
ppg Thi back,” I Hear, 15 ay properly 

have now e e to the checks, 
and have my head covered with one formidable 
diffuſion of cantharides, from which DrHeber- 
den aſſures me that experienee promiſes great ef. 
fects. He told me likewiſe, that my utterance 
has been improved ſince yeſterday, of which, 
however, I was leſs certain; though doubtleſs they 
who ſee me at intervals can beſt judge, 

I never had any diſtortion af the countenance, 
but what Dr, Brockleſby called a little prolapſus, 
which went away the ſecond day. | 

I was this day directed to eat t fleſh, and I dined 
very copiouſly upon roaſted lamb and boiled peaſe : 

I then went to ſleep i 1 a chair, and when I waked, 
I found Dr, Brockleſby ſitting by me, and fell to 
talking with him in 1 a manner as made me 
ghd; and, I hops, made me 1 

or 


— 


/ 
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Doctor fell to repeating Juvenal's ninth ſatire; 
but I let him ſee that the province was mine. 
I am to take wine to-night, and hope it will do 
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DEAR M ADAM. | London, June 21, 1783. 


I CONTINUE my journal- When I went to 
bed laſt night, I found the new covering of my 
head uneaſy, not painful, rather too warm. I had 
however a comfortable and placid night. My 
phyſicians this morning thought my amendment 
not inconſiderable; and my friends who viſited 
me ſaid, that my look was ſprightly and cheerful, 
Nobody has ſhewn more affection than Paradiſe, 
Langton and he were with me a long time to-day. 
When my friends were gone I took another li- 
_  beral dinner, ſuch as my phyſicians recommended, 
and ſlept after it, but without ſuch evident advan- 
tage as was the effect of yeſterday's fieſta, Per- 
haps the ſleep was not quite ſo ſound, for I am 
. haraſſed, by a very diſagreeable operation of the 
cantharides, which I am endeavouring to controul 
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My diforders are in other reſpects leſß than 


uſual; my diſeaſe, 'whatever it was, fetths col- 
lected into this one dreadful effect. My breath 
is free; the conſtrictions of the cheſt are ſuſpended, 


and my nights paſs without oppreſſion. 


To-day I received a letter of conſolation and 
encouragement from an unknown hand, without 
a name, kindly and piouſly, n not enthuſi- 
aſtically written. 

I had juſt now from Mr. Pepys a meſſa e, en- 
quiring in your name after my health, of this 1 
can give no account. | 


TEST am, Madam, ** 


$1118. oll eh: F261 8 
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DEAR: MADAM,.. 45 ys 2 —.— Juoe 234-4783 


THANK you for eur king letter, and will. 
continue my diary. On the night of the 21ſt 1 
had very little re being kept awake by Aan effect 
of the cantharides, not indeed formidable, but 
very tireſome and painful. On the 2.24 the phy- 
_ ficians releaſed me from. the falts 0 1 1 
The cantharides continued th eir perſecution; but 
I was ſet free from it at ni by I Bad however not 

for more to-night.” The 
veſications 


one oat TE; 7 


Em 
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veſications on my back and face are healing, and 
only that on my head continues to operate. 

My friends tell me that my power of utterance 
improves daily, and Dr. Heberden declares that 
he hopes to find me almoſt well to-morrow. 

Palſies are more common than I thought. I 
have been viſited by four friends who have had 
each a ſtroke, and one of them two. Bs, 

Your offer, dear Madam, of coming to me, 
is charmingly kind; but 1 will lay up be future 
uſe, and then let it not be conſidered as obſolete; 
a time of dereliction may come, when I may, 
have hardly any other friend, but in the preſent, 
exigency I cannot name one who has been de- 
ficient. in civility or attention. What man can do 
55 man has been done for me. 7 Write to me very 
often. nne x ax 
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DEAR MADAM, . a PW NA 


TEASE 


HE journal now, ke other journals, grow 
„as it is not diverſified either b 

wry ry ae Leſs and leſs is done, 41 125 
God, leſs and leſs is ſuffered every day. The phy- 
ſicians ſeem to think that little more needs to be 
done. I find that = conſulted to-day about 
ſending me to Bath, and thought it needleſs. Dr. 

Heberden takes leave to-morrow. 

This day I watered the garden, and did not find 
the watering-pots more heavy than they have hi- 
therto been, and my, breath i is more free. 

Poor dear has juſt been here with 2 
preſent. If it ever falls 5 your way to do him 

„let him have your favour. 

Both Queeney's letter and yours gave me to- 
day great pleaſure. Think as well and as kindly 
of me as you can, but do not flatter me. Cool 
reciprocations of eſteem are fe great comforts 


of life; Ml ph praiſe only corrupts the 


Fongue of 1 and the ear o the other. 
London, | 
June 24, 1783. I am, c. 


Your letter has no date. 
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DEAREST MAD an.” Landon, June 28, 1783. 


Your letter is juſt ſuch as I defire, and as from 
you I hope always to deſerve. 

The black dog _—_ always to reſiſt, and in time 
to drive, though I am deprived of almoſt all thoſe 
that uſed to help me. e neighbourhood is im- 

poveriſhed I had once Richardſon and Lawrence 


In my reach. Mrs. Allen is dead. My houſe has 


loſt Levet, a man who took intereſt in every thing, 
and therefore ready at converſation. Mrs. Wil. 
liams is ſo weak that ſhe can be a — 2 
longer. When I riſe my breakfaſt is ſolit 

black dog waits to ſhare it, from br Ap to 
dinner he continues barking, except that Dr. 
Brockleſby for a little keeps him at a diſtance. 


Dinner with a fick woman you may venture to 


ſuppoſe not much better than ſolitary. After din- 
ner, what remains but to count the clock, and 


hope for that ſleep which I can ſcaree expect. 


Night comes at laſt, and ſome hours of reſtleſsneſs 
and confuſion bring me n to a day of ſolitude. 
What ſhall 5 — the black dog from an' habi- 
9 5 like this? If I were a tte richer, I would 
ps take ſome cheerful female into the houſe. / 
7007 Bath news ſhews' me new calamities. 1 
am afraid Mrs. I is leſt with a mimerous fa - 
mily, very llenderly ſupplied. --Mrs -Sheward; a an 
old maid, I am afraid, yet//erde pi 
— it hewete well, would — 
liked 5 hig daughter has powers and knowledge, 
but no art of making them agre eable. 
I muſt 
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I muſt touch my journal. Laſt night freſh flies 
were put to my head, and hindered me from ſleep- 
ing. To-day fancy myſelf incommaded by heat. 

have, however, watered the garden both yeſ- 
terday and Ps 17270 as : n the N 
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"DEAR MADAM, 1 2 5 Fe 


Ay MONG thoſe- that. * enquired after me, 
Sir Philip is one; and Dr. Burney was one of 
thoſe who came to ſee me. I have had no reaſon 
to complain of indifference or neglect. Dick 
Burney i is come home five inches taller. 
Veſterday in the evening I went to church, and 
have been to day to ſee the great burnin glaſs, 
which does more than was ever done before by 
thei tranſmiſſion of the xays, but is not, equal in 
power to thoſe, which reflect them. It waſtes a 
diamond placed in the focus, but cauſes no dimi- 
nution: of pure gold. Of the rubies expoſed to its 
action, one was made more vivid, the a paler. 
To ſee the glaſs, I climbed up ſtairs to Eret, | 
. _— ladder to me alles e i 
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the artiſt: rather too long; for my voice, though 
clear and diſtinct for a little while, ſoon: tires and 
ſalters. The organs of ſpeech are yet very feeble, 
but will I hope be by the mercy of God finally re- 
ſtored: at preſent, like any other weak limb, they 
can endure but little labour at once. Would you 
not have been very ſorry for me when I could 
ſcarcely ſpeak? ; an 
Freſh cantharides were this morning applied to 
my head, and are to be continued ſome time 
longer. If they play me no treacherous tricks, 


9 " 


y give me very little pain. 
ah eget 8 kindneſs and your prayers; 
and think on me, as on à man who, for a very 
great portion of your life, has done you all the 
good he could, and deſires ſtill to be conſidered, 


Madam, | 


'F & } 


LETTER CCCVIIL 
To Mis. THRALE. 


DEAREST MADAM, London, July 1, 1783. 


Tunis morning I took the air by a ride to 
Hampſtead, and this afternoon I dined with the 
club. But freſh cantharides were this day ap- 
plied to my head. | 

Mr. Cator called on me to-day, and told that 
he had invited you back to Streatham. I ſhewed 
„ 1 1 | the 


2 LETTERS TO AND FROM 
the unfitneſs of your return thither; till the neigh- 
bourhood ſhould have loſt its habits of depreda - 
tion, and he ſeemed” to be ſatisfied. He invited 
me very kindly and cordially to try the air of 
Beckenham, and pleaſed me very much by his 
affectionate attention to Miſs Vezy, There is much 
5 and much uſefulneſs in his 
knowledge. 
| Queeney ſeems now to have egen e. or 
| ifferent appearance of the hills and vallies an 
account may perhaps be gives without the ſup- 
poſition of any prodigy, If ſhe had been out and 
the evening was breezy, the exhalations would riſe 
from the low grounds very copiouſly ; and the 
wind that ſwept and — the hills, Aber: 
by its cold condenſe the Satay of the ſheltered | 
vallies. 
Murphy i i juſt gone from me; ; heviſits me ve 
kindly, and I have no unkindneſs to complain of. 
I am ſorry that Sir Philip's requeſt was not 
treated with more reſpect, nor can I imagine what 
has put them ſo much out of humour : I hope 
os buſineſs is proſperous. - 
that I recover by degrees, but my nights 
are rell leſs; and you will ſuppoſe the nervous 
ſyſtem to be ſomewhat enſeebled. 


1 am, Madam, 
5 * Se. 
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"LETTER CCCIX. 
To Mn. T H R A I. E. 


DEAR MaD AM., London, July 3, 1783. 


R. Brockleſby yeſterday diſmifſed the cantha- 
rides, and I can now find a ſoſt place upon m 
pillow. Laſt night was cool, and I reſted well, 
and this morning I have been a friend at a poeti- 
cal difficulty. Here is now a glimpſe of day-light 
again; but how near is the evening —none can 
tell, and I will not prognoſticate ; we all know that 
from none of us it can be far diſtant ; may none of 
us know this in vain! 

I went, as I took care to boaſt, on Tueſday, to 
the club, and hear that I was thought to have per- 
formed as well as uſual. I dined on fiſh, with 
the wing of a ſmall Turkey chick, and left roaſt 


beef, gooſe, and veniſon pye untouched. I live 


much on peas, and never had them ſo good, for 
ſo long a time, in any year that I can remember. 
When do you go to Weymouth ? and why do 
you go? only I ſuppoſe to a new place, and the 
reaſon is ſufficient to thoſe who have no reaſon to 
withhold them. _ 5 
knows well enough how to live on four 
hundred a year, but where is he to have it? Had 
+ * any thing of his own unſettled? 
I am glad that Mrs. Sheward talks of me, and 
loves me, and have in this ſtill ſcene of life great 
comfort in reflecting that I have given very few 
reaſon to hate me; I hope ſcarcely any man has 


known me cloſely but for his benefit, or-curſorily 


but to his innocent entertainment. Tell me, you 
7 8 that 
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that know me beſt, whether this be true, that ac- 
cording to your anſwer I may continue oy pr : 
tice, or try to mend it. 

Along with your kind letter yeſterday came one 
likewiſe very Kind from the Aſtons at Lichfield ; 
but I do not know whether, as the ſummer. is fo 
far advanced, I ſhall travel ſo far, though I am not 
without hopes that frequent change of: air may 
frortify me againſt the winter, which has been, in | 
mviern erf of Jak Fears yery: inimical to. 
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"DEAR MADAM, 7 7580 . July 5.1783. 


Tra Dr. **'* * is offended I am very ſor- 

„but if the ſame ſtate of things ſhould recur, I 
could not do better. Dr. Brokleſby is, you know, 
my neighbour, and could be ready at call; he 
had for ſome time very diligently ſolicited my 
friendſhip : I depended much upon the. {kill 
of Dr. Hicherden, and him I had Tock lately at 
Brokleſby's. Heberden I could not bear to mils, 
Brockleſpy could not decently be miſſed, and to 
call three, had made me ridiculous by t the appear- 
ance of ſelf. importance. Mine was one of thoſe 
unhappy caſes in which n muſt be mow 
1 5 be ſorry. 


1 have 
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1 have now no Doctor, but am left to ſhift for 
myſelf as opportunity ſhall ſerve. Iam going next 


week with * to * * * ®, where I expect not 


to ſtay long. Eight children in a mall houſe will 
probably make a chorus not very diverting. My 
purpoſe is to change the air frequently this ſum- 
mer. 

Of the imitation of my ſtile, in a criticiſm on 
Gray's Church- yard, I forgot to make mention. 
The author is, I believe, utterly unknown, for Mr. 
Steevens cannot hunt him out. I know little of 
it, for though it was ſent mie I never cut the leaves 
pen. I had a letter with it repreſenting it to me 
as my own work ; in ſuch an account to the publick 
there may be humour, but to myſelf it was neither 
ſerious nor comical. I ſuf] the writer to be 
wrongheaded; as to the noiſe which it makes I have 

. it, and am inclined to believe that few 
attacks either of ridicule or invective make much 
noiſe, but by the help of thoſe that they provoke. 
I chink Queeney's ſilence has ſomething either 
of lazineſs or unkindneſs; and I-wiſh her free from 
both, for both are very unamiable, and will both 
increaſe by indulgence. Suſy is I believe at a loſs 
for matter. I ſhall * glad to ſee pretty _— $ 
D ITEY? 

1 hope 1 ſtill continue. ending My organs 
are 4 5 feeble; | TT: 2190300 
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42 1 


To G SUSANNA THRALE. 


"DEAREST MISS! SUSY, 7 DOONEY off * 


HEN-yow lrwoeond me-with her leer you 
See ue tn n ee to fill it, having 
met with no great adventures either of peril or 


delight, nor done or ſuffered any ag our of the 


common courſe of life. 


When you have lived longer, and conſidered 


more, you will find the common courſe of life very 
fertile of obſervation and reflection. Upon the 
common courſe of life muſt our thoughts and our 
converſation be generally 2 Our OR 
courſe of life muſt denominate us'wiſe 
happy or miſerable: if it is well r ated we paſs 


on proſperouſly:and/ſmoothly ; as it is neglected 


ve live in Wes gers perplexity, * deal 


neſs. : 1 
Vour time, my love, paſſes, Apel, in deve- 


| tion, reading, work, and company. Of your de- 
votions, in which I earneſtly adviſe you to be — 


unQual, you may not perhaps think it proper to 
£ ive me *. 8 3 and of work, unleſs I under- 
fwd 3 it better, it will be of no great uſe to ſay 
much ; but books and —_— will always ſupply 
2 u with matefials for your letters to me, as 


always be Sealed to know what you 
are reading, and with what you are pleaſed ; and 
ſhall take great delight in knowing what impreſſion 
new modes or new characters make upon you, and 
to obſerve with what attention you diſtinguiſh the 


tempers, - 


| 17 Px SAMUEL |JOHNSON.' (207 
aunfen- diſpoſitions, and abilities of your com- 


Aer boy be always made. out of the books 
of the morning or talk of the evening: and any 
a oy: en 115 = erg * be welcome to 


x” . Tour, LY | 


"LETTER cccxn. 


To'Mr. T HR AL. E. 


DEAR MADAM, London, July 8, 105 


Time makes great changes of * inion. 


„„ * ran perpetually after e life- 
time of that lady, to r deſired 
to be reunited in the grave. I am glad is 


not left in poverty, her diſeaſe ſeems to threaten 
her with a full ſhare of miſery. i 
Of Miſs H, whom you charge me with 

forgetting, I know not why I ſhould much foſter 
the remembrance, for I can do her no good; but 
I honeſtly recommend her to your pity; for 
nothing but the opportunity of , emptying her bo- 
ſom with confidence can fave her from madneſs. 
Jo know at leaſt one mind fo diſordered is not 
without its uſe; it ſhows the danger of admitting 
oo the firſt irruption. Ragnar angens- 
gton and Lhave talked of paſſing lice e 
cheſter together, till neither knows well how 

3 to 


is . * 
7 — 
| 
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to refuſe, though {think he is hot eager to take 
me, and 1 am not deſirous to be taken. His fa- 
mily is numerous, and his houſe little. I have let 
Him know, for his relief, that I do not mean to 
burden him more than a weck. He is however 
among thoſe who wiſh me well, and would exert 
what power he has to do me 
I think you will do well in going to Weymouth, 
for though it be nothing, it is, at leaſt to the young 
ones, a new nothing, and they will be able always 
to tell that they have ſeen Weymouth, I am for 
the preſent willing enough to perſuade myſelf, that 
a ſhort ſucceſſion of trifles may contribute to my 
re-eſtabliſhment, but hope to return, for it is ſurely 
time, to FUE of importance.” 


Aut #1 


R CC 1. E. 1 1 E R c. 
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DEAR A AW 05 Lobdos, lay 23 1784, 


HAVE been thirteen days at Rocheſter, and 
am juſt now returned. I came back by — — in 
a common boat twenty miles for a ſhilling, and 
when I landed at Billingſgate I carried my — — 
myſelf to Cornhill before 1 could Set 9 . % and. 
"OM not much incommoded. en 0 
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I have had Miſs and Miſs Sophy's letters, 
and now I am come home can write and write. 
While I was with Mr. Langton we took four little 


journies in a chaiſe, and made one little voyage 
on the Medway, with four miles 10 _ nie, 


IIS LHR 
, except 


T amv - that my voice ſoon 
faulters, and 1 1 not — well, which I im- 


7 the heat, which has been ſuch as | never 
t 


felt before for fo long time. Three days we had 
of very heat about ten years ago. L infer 
nothing it but a good harveſt. 

Whether this ſhort ruſtication has done me any 
good 1 cannot tell, I certainly am not worſe, and 
am very willing to think myſelf better. Are you 
better 7 Sophy gave but à poor account of you. 
i er ren 


ö mn 4 am, Madam, 
| Your, * 


Pas; R 7 


LETTER cob. 


4 


To Miſs SOPHIA THRALE. 


DEAREST MISS SOPHY, London, July 24, 1783. 
Y an abſence from home, and for one reaſon 


and another, I owe a great number of letters, and 


I aſſure you that I fit down to write yours firſt. 


Why you ſhould think — not a favourite, I 


Vor. 
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eannat gneſa; my favour will, Lau aſtaid, never 
be worth much; but beitelwaluamöre ur leſs, 
you are never likely to loſe it, and leſs likely) if 
you continue your {tudies: with the fame — 
A8 Ou have begun them. as 185 W l, 48 15 Th 
. our proficience in arithmetick is not any to 
de commended, but admired. 'Your: maſter does 
not, I ſuppaſe, come very often, nor ſtay very 
long; yet your advance in the ſeience of numbers 
is greater than is commonly made by choſe who, 
for ſo many weeks as you; have been learning, 
ſpend ſix n a day in the writing ſchool. 
Never think, my Sweet, WE ou haye arithme- 
tick enough; when you hare ex uſted your maſ- 
ter, buy books. Nothing amuſes mote harmleſſy 
than computation, and nothing is oftener applica- 
ble to real buſineſs or ive enquiries. A 
thouſand ſtories which the ignorant tell, and be- 
lieve, die away at once, when the computiſt takes 
them in his gripe. I hope you will cultivate in 
yourſelf a diſpoſition to numerical enquiries ; they 
will give you entertainment in ſolitude b by the prac- 
tice, and reputation in publick by the e 
If you can borrow Wilkins's Real Character, a 
folio which the bookſeller ean perhaps let you — 
you will have a very curious calculation, which 
you are qualified to conſider, to ſhew that Noah's 
ark was capable of holding all the known animals 
of the world, with ——_ for-all the time in 
which the earth was under water. an me hear 
from you ſoon Again, 1380 
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DEAR MISS SUSAN, London, July 26, 1783. 


I ANSWER your letter laſt, becauſe it was 
received laſt; and when I have anſwered it, I am 
out of debt to your houſe. A ſhort negligence 
throws one behind hand. This maxim, if you con- 
ſider and improve it, will be equivalent to your 
parſon and bird, which is however a very good 
ſtory, as it ſhews how far gluttony may proceed, 
which where it prevails is I think more violent, 
and certainly more deſpicable, than avarice itſelf. 
Gluttony is, I think, leſs common among wo- 
men than among men. Women commonly eat 
more ſparingly, and are leſs curious in the choice 
of meat; but if once you find a woman glutton- 
ous, expect from her very little virtue. Her mind 
is enſlaved to the loweſt and groſſeſt temptation. 
A friend of mine, who courted a lady of whom 
he did not know much, was adviſed to ſee 
her eat, and if ſhe was voluptuous at table, to 
forſake her!. He married her however, and in a 
few weeks came to his adviſer with this exclama- 
tion, “ it is the diſturbance of my life to ſee this 
4 ʒ,man eat.“ She was, as might be expected, 
ſelfiſn and brutal, and. after ſome: years of diſcord 
1ey parted, and I believe came together no more. 
Of men, the examples are ſufficientiy common. 
L hadi a friend, of great eminence in the learned 
and the witty world, who had hung up ſome pots 
on his wall to furniſſi neſts for ſparrows. The poor 


21 of ſparrows, 


/ 
Pl 
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not knowing his character, were ſeduced 
by the convenience, and I never heard any man 
ſpeak of any future enjoyment with ſuch contor- 
tions of delight as he exhibited, when he talked 
of eating the young ones. 

When you do me the favour to write a 

tell me ſomething of- 3 Jo . 
your nee * 


22 5 22 
* * 


4 - 11 4 
4 ” Fx; #* 


I am, Madam, 


__ k 4 # 7 " 1 FX +N1 : 2! 1 2 i 


- : 
* 1 
* * 
= » a ; 8 1 4'» : 
o of . , - FY 9 4 1 44 : Fos „ . # Fi 4 ; : 
„ 1 


* . 5 . p - s 
F A 'S 
S545 - 1 4 $44.4 . "FF , 
- 


o 2 * 52 2 - # 


We T 1 * n cecxyi 


ly To ue. THR AL . 


bein MADAM,” = Hain, "hy Auputt 13. oY 


C2 5. » a 


Your 1 3 bivught juſt as I was com- 
plaining that you had forgotten me. 
Jam glad that che ladies find ſo * 0 
Wenne Ovid fays, that the fun is undelight- 
fully uniform. They had ſome expectation of 
ſhells, which both by their form and colour have 
a claim to human ke wy Of all the wonders, 
I have had no account, except that Miſs Thrale 
N eaſed with your little voyages. 

y mentioned a ſtory which her ſiſters would 
not ſuffer her to tell, becauſe they would tell it 
9 but 1 never * been told wag 

rs. 


— 
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Mrs. Ing is, I think, a baronet's daughter, of 
an ancient houſe in Staffordſhire. Of her huſband's 
father, mention is made in the life of Ambroſe 
Philips. 2 | 4% 3 

of this world, in which you repreſent me as 
delighting to live, I can fay little. Since I came 
home I have only been to church, once to Bur- 
ney's, once to Paradiſe's, and once to Reynolds's. 
With Burney I faw Dr. Roſe, his new relation, 
with whom I have been many years acquainted. 
If I diſcovered no ey. yes of diſeaſe I am glad, 
but Fanny's trade is fiction. bs | 
I have ſince partaken of an epidemical diſorder, 
but common evils produce no dejection. | 

Paradiſe's company, I fancy, 1 him; 
I remember nobody. With Reynolds was the 
egTveu es of s , à man coarſe of voice 

and inelegant of language. 

I am now broken with diſeaſe, without the al- 
leviation of familiar. friendſhip or domeſtick ſo- 
ciety; I have no middle ſtate between clamour 
and filence, between general converſation and ſelf. 
tormenting ſolitude. Levet is dead, and- poor 
Williams is making haſte to die: I know not if ſhe 
will ever more come out of her chamber. | 

I am now quite alone, but let me turn my 

thoughts another way. t 
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To. Mrs.” 'THRALE. 


2. 
„ 


| MADAM, +; 1.57 Lende Auguſt 20, ag 


"HIS has 8 a 157 of great emotion; the 
office of the Communion of the Sick has been per- 


formed i in poor Mrs. Williams's chamber. She 


was too weak to riſe from her bed, and is there- 
fore to be ſuppoſed unlikely to live much longer. 
She has, 1. hope, little violent pain, but is wear- 
ing out by torpid inappetence and weariſome de- 

; but all the powers of her mind are in their 
full vigour, and when ſhe has ſpirits enough for 
converſation, ſhe poſſeſſes all the intellectual ex- 
cellence that ſhe ever had. Surely this is an in- 
ſtance of mercy much to be defired by a a \ parting. 
ſoul. 

At 101i. I ſee almoſt all m companions dead 
or dying. At Oxford 1 have juſt left Wheeler, 
the man with whom T moſt delighted to converſe. 
The ſenfe of my own diſeaſes, Lf the ſight of Be 


world ſinking round me, oppreſs me'perhap 
much. I hope that all theſe admonitions will — 


be vain, and that I Hall learn to die as dear Wil- 
liams is dying, who was very cheerful before and 
after this aweful ſolemnity, and ſeems to reſign 
herſelf with calmneſs and hope upon eter nal 


mercy. 


I read your laſt kind letter with great delight; P 
but when I came to /ove and honour, what ſprung 


in my mind ?—How loved, {how honoured once, 


avails thee not. 


3»; 17 4 144 


I fat 
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ſat» to Mrs. Reynolds yeſterday for my pic- 
ture, perhaps the tenth time, and I ſat near three 
hours with the patience of mortal born to bear; at 
laſt ſhe declared it quite finiſned, and ſeems to 
think it ſine. I told her it was e on's grimly 


belt. It is to be.engraved, and I think in glided, 
&c. Al be a good ee | 
| | A am, - - A 
- Your, Tc. 
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To "Ma THRALE. 


DEAR MADAM, - London, Augen 26, 1783. 


Tram GS ſtand with me much as they have 
done for ſome time. Mrs Williams fancies now 
and then that ſhe grows better, but her vital 
powers appear to be: flo owly burning out, Nobody 
thinks however that ſhe will very ſoon be quite 
waſted, and as ſhe ſuffers me to be of very little uſe 
to her, | have determined to paſs ſome time with 
Mr. Bowles near Saliſbury, and have taken a place 
for Thurſday. 

Some benefit may be perhaps received from 
change of air, ſome he change of company, and 
ſome from mere change of place, It is not eaſy 
to grow well in a chamber where one bas long 
ders ſick, and where every — and — 


/ 
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Deer impreſſes images of 
Though it be that no man can run away 


from himſelf, he may yet eſcape from many cauſes 
of uſeleſs uneaſineſa. That the mind is it own 
place, is the boaſt of a fallen angel that had learn- 
ed to lie. Exterhal locality has great effects, at 
leaſt upon all embodied beings. I hope this little 


journey will afford me at leaſt ſome fuſpenſe of 


melancholy. 

Lou give but an unpleaſing account of your 
performance at Portland. Your ſcrambling days 
are then over. I- remember when no Miſs and 
few Maſters could have left you behind, or thrown 
= out in the purſuit of honour or of curioſity. 

ut tempus edax rerum, and no * yet 
found to draw his teeth - 


1 * ar En 
Your, G0. 


LETTER  CCOXIX. 


Mi THRALE to. Dr. JOHNSON. 


uv BEAR 61. vid; Augult” 30, 1785 


1 HAD. your letter, and am very deſirous that 
change of place may do more for my friend than 
it has done for m N yet Lam really a little bet- 
ter too, or at leaſt ill in — , which makes 
i EM more. Variety of toret Agger face 
18 
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is at this time covered over with a ery- 
— The Portland did ems end 
0 to my co powers, w are 
grown rety weak indend 3 and when 1 felt myſelf 
on the precipice unable to go forward or back- 
ward, without that help which I could only ob- 
rain from 8 clown upon the hill my mind was in 

no good humour neither, and if I had thought on 
Mrs. Williams at all I ſhould have thoug her 
happier than myſelf, for ſhe has one companion 
who wiſhes her long life, and ſurely that is one very 
comfortable thing. 

The ſea here at Weymouth is not half as fine 
a. bur old fes on the Suſſex coaſt, and a marine 
proſpect is at beſ} a dull one after "the firſt week: 
the ſeaſons have no effect on it; and when one has 
once ſeen it rough and once ſeen it ſmooth, all is 
oder; while every hour of every day produces 
ſome change upon a land view, and excites new 
images in 'any mind not totally cruſhed down or 
exhauſted. look from my window is mighty 
pretty however, and exhibits ſo tranquil a ſcene 
as it is difficult for old Ocean to diſplay. I can 
imagine it like the Lake of Geneva, * blue, ſo 
ſtill, ſo elegantly ſerpentized as if Mr. Brown had 
laid it out. In ſhort, this is no Phenician Neptune, 
whoſe beard is ſaid to be longer than the others, 
becauſe that place produced the earlieſt navigators: 
this ſhall be an Otabeite Neptune, and we will ſtrike 
a medal of him all ſhaven and ſhorn, to ſhew that 
no canoe even of the Society Hands need fear 
him, though ignorant of the art of ſailing till the 
world was got into its datage, as Goldſmith ſaid, 
when he made che ſharper talk about coſmogo wr: 
This nonſenſe came into my head as I ſaw a 
on horſeback: this morning, and began thinking 
what could inſpire the ancients to make Neptune 
the creator of a horſe, for if any thing was ever 

4.1 | foreign 
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5 Sr, a rage new thing to think 
> moment. I adviſed our Miſs 
ſame” remedy, but have a notion he 
haunted by one particular image; if ſo, nothing, 
will cure her; for if the heart be. broken tis 
broken like a looking: glaſs, and the ſmalleſt piece 
will for ever preſerve: and reflect the ſame figure 
til tis again ground down into a ney maſs, 

I told you who were our companions, and told 
you how well I liked them, but at Bath I have 
thoſe who beſt; can lengtben and moſt can gladden 
life. To one who is RoW: well, .and often ex- 
tremely ill indeed, a place like this, deſtitute of 
medical help, keeps — mind in a ſtate of appre- 
henſion almoſt equal to diſeaſe, and if any of the 
girls ſhould be 5 bad here (as Sophia Pons 
Wann + eee e 
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| * wats go . — now very bons For I am inife: 
_ rably lean, fo thin indeed that you would hardly 
know me; but flaſhy mortals waſte with concen- 
trated miſery like the diamond in your bu | 
glaſs : patience more perfect and excellence more 
complete would come out from the trial undimi- 
niſhed like the pure gold: but fuch-vinue n 
be 5 * lnd aſe: n . ro 
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LETTER CCCXX. 
To Mis SUSANNA THRALE. | 
DEAR Miss, © "September 9, 1783. 
I AM glad that you and your ſiſters have been 
at Portland. You now can tell what is a quarry 
and what is a cliff. Take all opportunities of 


filling your mind with genuine ſcenes of nature: 
deſcription is always fallacious, at leaſt till you 


have ſeen realities you cannot know it to be true. 


This obſervation might be extended to life, but 
life cannot be ſurveyed with the ſame ſafety as 
nature, and it is better to know vice and folly by 
report than by experience. A painter, ſays Syd- 
ney, mingled in the battle that he might know 
how to paint it; but his knowledge was uſeleſs, 
for ſome miſchievous ſword took away his head. 
They whoſe ſpeculation upon characters leads them 
too far into the world, may loſe that nice ſenſe of 


good and evil by which characters are to be tried. 


Acquaint yourſelf therefore both with the pleaſ- 
ing and the terrible parts of nature, but in life 
wiſh to know. only the good. . 

Pray ſhew Mamma this paſſage of a letter from 
Dr. Brockleſby : © Mrs. Williams, from mere in- 
« anition, has at length paid the great debt to 
nature, about three o'clock this morning, (Sept. 
< 6.) She died without a ſtruggle, retaining her 
“ faculties entire to the very laſt, and as ſhe ex- 


„ preſſed it, having ſet her houſe in order, was 


„ prepared to leave it at the laſt ſummons of 
gee, ISTH | 
I do not now fay any thing more than that Iam, 
| My deareſt, Your, &c. 
LETTER 
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LETTER CCCXXI. 
ro Mn. THRALE, 


DEAR MADAM, _ London, Sept, 22, 1783. 
H APPT are you that have eaſe and leiſure to 
want intelligence of air ballons. Their exiſtence 
is 1 believe indubitable; but I know not that they 
can poſſibly be of any uſe. The conſtruQion is 
this. The chymical philoſophers have diſcovered 
a body Conn I have forgotten, but will enquire) 
which, diſſolved by an acid, emits a vapour lighter | 
than the atmoſpherical air. This vapour is caught, 
among other means, by tying a bladder, compreſ- 
ſed upon the bottle in which the diſſolution is per- 
formed ; the vapour riſing ſwells the bladder, and 
_ fills it. The bladder is then tied and removed, 
and another applied, till as much of this light air 
is collected as is wanted. Then a large ſpherical 
caſe is made, and very large it muſt be, of the 
lighteſt matter that can be found, ſecured by ſome 
method, like that of oiling ſilk, againſt all paſſage 
of air. Into this are emptied all the bladders of 
light air, and if there is light air enough it mounts 
into the clouds upon the ſame principle as a bot- 
tle filled with water will ſink in water, but a bot- 
tle filled with æther would float. It riſes till it 
comes to air of equal tenuity with its own, if wind 
or water does not ſpoil it on the way. Such, Ma- 
dam, is an air ballon. e 
Meteors have been this autumn very often ſeen, 
but 1 have never been in their way. N 


Poor 
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Poor Williams has I hope ſeen the end of her 
afflictions. She acted with prudence and ſhe bore 
with fortitude. « She has left me. ; 


Thou thy weary taſk haft done, 
Home art gone, and ta'en thy wages. 


Had ſhe had good humour and prompt elocu- 
tion, her univ curioſity and comprehenſive 
_ knowledge would have made her the delight of all 

that knew her. She left her little to your charity 
ſchool. ou n wh 

The complaint about which you enquire is a 
- farcocele : 1 thought it a hydrocele, and heeded it 
but little. Puncture has detected the miſtake: it 
can be fafely ſuffered no longer. Upon inſpec- 
tion three days ago it was determined extrema ven- 
tura. If exciſion ſhould be delayed there is dan- 
ger of a gangrene. You would not have me for 

ar of pain periſh in putreſcence. I ſhall I hope, 
with truſt in eternal mercy, lay hold of the poſſi- 
bility of life which yet remains. My health is not 
bad ; the gout is now trying at my feet. My ap- 
petite and digeſtion are good, and my ſleep better 
than formerly: I am not dejected, and I am not 
feeble. There is however danger enough in ſuch 
operations at ſeventy-four. 55 
Let me have *. prayers and thoſe of the 


young dear people. 
7 2 I am, dear Madam, 
4 | Your, | De. | 


Write ſoon and often. 
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MDA. n 5 Lovdon, Oa. 6, 1783. 


WII EN 1 ſhall g give a good and ſettled account 


of my health ! "amok venture to ſay; ſome ac- 


count I am ready to give, becauſe I am Tos to 
find that you deſire it. 


J yet ſit without Th with my foot upon a 
pillow, but my pain and weakneſs are much abated, 
and Lam no longer crawling upon two ſticks. To 
the gout my mind is reconciled by another letter 


from Mr, Mudge, in which he ye efnently . urges 
the exciſion, — tells me that the gout will ſecure 
me from oy thin paralytick; 1 . this be true, L 


am ready to ſay to the arthritick PAINS, Deb! we- 


nite vgne di, durate un anno. 


My phyſician f in r is Dr. Brockleſby, 
pho comes almoſt every Se my: ſurgeon 1 in Mr. 
ott's abſence is Mr. Cruikſhank, the preſent rea- 
der in Dr, Hunter's ſchool. Neither of them how- 
ever do much more than look and talk, The 
general health of my body is as good as you have 


ever known it, almoſt : as -x as I can remem- 


ber. 

The carriage which you ſuppoſes made rough 
by my weakneſs was the common Saliſbury ſtage, 
high hung, and driven to Saliſbury in Ly Gay. I 
e 

Mr. Pott has been out of town, Ws 3 to 
ſee him ſoon, and will then tell you ſomething ba 

e 
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the main affair, of which there ſeems now to be a 
better proſpect. 

This afternoon I have given to Mrs. Cholmon- 
dely, Mrs. Way, Lady Shefheld's relation, Mr. 
Kinderſley the deſcriber of Indian manners, and 
another anonymous lad. 

As Mrs: Williams received a penſion from Mrs. 
Montagu, it was fit to notify her death. The ac- 
count has — me a letter not only civil but 

tender; ſo J hope peace is proclaimed, _ 

| The ſtate of the Stocks I take to be this: When 
in 5 late 'exigencies the ogy? gave ſo high a 
price for money, all the money that could be diſ- 
engaged from trade was lent to the publick. The 
Rocks ſunk becauſe nobody bought them. They 
have not riſen ſince, becauſe the money being al- 
ready lent, out, nobody has money to lay out up- 
on them till commerce ! ſhall by. the help of peace 
bring a new ſupply. If they cannot riſe, they 
will ſometimes fall; for their eſſence ſeems to be 
fluctuation; but the preſent ſudden fall is occa- 
ſioned by the report of ſome new diſturbances and 
oz, which the Iriſh are ee 


act an. Madam, 2 = 
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LETTER cxonmn.. 


re nE AL E. 


: "Landon, Hache g, — 


* nig we ago 120 Burke ſat with me along 
time ; he deems much pleaſed with his journey. 
We had both ſeen Stonehenge this ſummer for the 
rſt time. I told him that the view had enabled 
me to confute two opinions which have been ad- 
vanced about it. One, that the materials are not 
natural ſtones, but an artificial compoſition har- 
dened by time. This notion is as old as Cam- 
1 time; and has this ſtrong argument to 

. it, that ſtone of that ſpecies is no where 

found. Ihe other opinion, advanced by Dr. 
Charton, is, that it was erected by the Danes. 
Bowles .made me cb that the tranſ- 
2 — were fixed on the perpendicular ſup- 
porters by a knob formed on the top of the upright 
ſtone, which entered into a hollow cut in the croſ- 
ſing ſtone. This is a proof that the enormous 
edifice was raiſed by a people who had not yet the 
knowledge of mortar ; which cannot be ſuppoſed 
of the Danes who came hither in ſhips, and were 
not ignorant certainly of the arts of life. This 
proves likewiſe the ſtones not to be faQtitio ; for 
they that could mould ſuch durable maſſes could 
do much more than make mortar, and could have 
continued the tranſverſe from the upright part 
with the ſame paſte. 

You have doubtleſs ſeen Stonehen e, and if you 
have not, I ſhould think it a hard taſk to make an 
adequate deſcription. ; 

. 
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II is, in my opinion, tö be referred to tlie ear- 
ſieſt Kabltztion of tte Hand, as 4 Druidical mo- 
nument of at leaſt two thoufand years ; probably 

the moft ancient work of man Rok "the and, 
Salifbutry cathedral and its neighbour Stine, 
are two eminent monuments of art and rudeneſs, 
and may ſhew the firſt elfay, and the left Ferse 
tion, in architecture. 

1 Have not yet fettled ny boat the 
generation of light air, which J indeed once faw 
produced, but? was at the height of my great 
_ laint. I have made aa, and ſhall ſoon 

able to tell you how to fill a ballon. 1 


I 461, Madam am, 
Tour, Ve. 


LE TT ERA CCCXXIV. 


To Mn. THRA LED 


DEAR MADAM,” © London Oacter 21 a 


1 HAVE formerly heard Wet ou. perhaps 
r heard too, d £ 


Ido: 5 of life is ail dern — 21 | 
nothing in this wor dof f certainty is e 3 


1 y 
"34s I be 


er 


"When UK > Our letter & the eleventh, you told 
me that my — letters had obliged, conſoled, and 
Vol. II. Q delighted 
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continues his diſinclination to fire and ſword. The 
operation is therefore ſtil mw aphex not without 
hopes of relief from ſome eaſier and more natural 
way. | 

Mrs. Porter the tragedian, . with whom 
———— ſpent part of his earlier life, was ſo much 
the favourite of her time, that ſhe was welcomed 
on the ſtage when ſhe trod it by the help of a ſtick. 
She taught her — no violent graces; for ſhe 
was a woman of very gentle and ladylike manners, 
though without much extent of knowledge, or 
activity of underſtanding. 

Lou are now retired, and have nothing to im- 
pede: ſelf. examination or ſelf. improvement. En- 
deavour to reform that inſtability of attention 
which your laſt letter has happened to betray. 
Perhaps it is natural for thoſe that have much 
within to think little on things without; but who- 
ever lives e but in a miſt, perpetu- 


ally deceived by falſe àppearances of the paſt, 


without any certain reliance on recollection. Per- 
oat anne 349 2 19 eee haps 
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haps this begins to be my ſtate; but I have not 
done my part very daa, if it now begins. 
The hour of ſolitude is now come, and Wil- 
iams is gone. But I am not, I hope, improperly 
dejected. A little I read, and 3 little I think. 
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LET TEIA ccc. 
To kn. TH RAL E. 
MADAM, London, Oktober 2), 1783. 


You be very reaſonably weary of fick- 
neſs; it nx rar? re to 1 nor to hear of 
it. I hope ſoon to loſe the diſguſting topick ; for 
I have now neither pain nor ſickneſs. My ancles 
are weak, and my tender. I have not tried 
to walk much above a hundred yards, and was 
glad to come back upon wheels. The Doctor and 
Mr. Metcalf have taken me out. I ſleep uncer- 
tainly and unſeaſonably. This is the ſum of my 
complaint. I have not been ſo well for two years 
paſt. The great malady is neither heard, ſeen, 
felt, nor—underſtood. But I am very ſolitary. 


*'* | Semperque relinqui 
Sola ſibi, ſemper longam incomitata videtur 
Ike viam. 
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But Ichàve begun to dook among my ibooks,! 
and hbapg:thatTamiall: whatever that wap; eb 
I-havelever been. On ef-SbiifHiol 10 Woll 8441 
' Ars. Siddons Ari herwifit to mie beloved! with 

rabty;: amd left-:nothlng He. 
ind her to be cenſured or deſpiſed. - Neither 
praiſe nor money, the two powerful corrupters of 
mankind, ſeem to have depraved her. I ſhall be 
glad to ſee her again. Her brother Kemble calls 
on me, and pleaſes me very well. Mrs. Siddons | 
and L talked of plays; and ſhe told me her in- 
tention of exhibiting this winter the characters 


of Conſtance, Catherine, and Iſabella in Shake- 
ſpeare. 


I have had this day a letter from Mr. Mudge; 


Who, with all his earneſtneſs for operation, thinks 


it better to wait the effects of time, and, as he 
fays, to let Well alone. To this che patient na- 
turally inclines, though I am afraid of having the 


knife yet to endure when I can bear it leſs. Cruik- 
ſhank was even now in doubt of the event ; but 


far 000 never eager, had, or diſcovered, leſs 


little ends; would it not hate made 
iſel croſs, to find that you had for 


th 1 then you were anſwering ? But what did 


I care, if I did not love you? You need not fear 
that another ſhould get my kindneſs from you; 
that kindneſs which you could not throw away if 


you . _ —_ ter n 
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«bhatd9leotierſighed!$; A Ihrabe ; Ictake G. A. 
tn be MiftSephy? but vo. i bound tu reuollett 


initials? A name ſhould be 2 * per | 
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Nov ky lh, 0e Kno what was 
done by the robbers at the brewhawle, © Fhey 
climbed by the help of the lamp iron to the co- 
vering of the door, and there opening the win- 
dow, which was never faſtened, entered and went 
down to the parlour, and took the plate off the 
ſideboard; but being in haſte, and probably with- 
out light, hey did — take it all. They then un- 
locked the ſtreet· door, and locking it again, car- 
ried away the key. The whole toſs, as Mr. Per- 
kins told me, amounts to near fifty pounds. 


Mr. Pott bade me this day take no more care 


about the tumour. The gout too is almoſt well in 
ſpite of all the luxury to which my friends have 
tempted me- by a ſucceſſion of pheaſants, par- 
tridgas, and'other delicacies. But Nature has got 
the better. 1 hope to walk to church to-mor- 
row. 


— 


N 
44 
. 

"1 * 

>” ＋ 

5 

{1 

of 

5 
* 
4 * 
o* 

** 

* ö 
: 4 
J "© 
: Li 

= . 
_*. 
I 

\ 2 
„ # 

o 

* A 4 

14 

FS 

R 4 

* 

' — 
4 * 

9 1 

_ 

n , 1 
= 
= 
7 
3 N =_ 4 
1 
bl — 
0 
5 
* 
1 
. 1 I 
o # 
3x "4s 
KT. 
$2 
15 
5 
18 
— « 
— 
4 5 4 2 
28 23 
1 j 
; o 
g 
7 g 
ab 
1 | + Þ 
$1 A 
il oy 
' 1 
| F 
* 4 
- 1 
i \ 
* U 
. ; ._— 
"off 
= 
„ 
ty 
* 

33 

4* 

3 $4? 
wi 
$4; 

© 
. = > 
is ” 

. ' 5 * 

1 NS 

Ty 4 4 

: $54 

1 
— 


23» LETTERS TO AND FROM 


An air ballon has been! — y aur 
virtuoſi;: but it perivrized wy Itthe ex- 
tion. * To 

The air with which theſe balls are filled;'fe) pro- 
cured by diflolving filings in the vitriolick (or I 
ſuppoſe ſulphureous) acid ; but the ſmoke of 
burnt ſtraw may be uſed, though its levity is not 
ſo great. 

2 caſe. could be found at once light and 
firong; a man might mount with his will, and go 
whither the winds would carry him. The caſe of 
the ball which came hither was of. goldbeaters 
ſkin. The caſes which have hitherto been uſed 
are apparently defective, for the ball came to the 
ground ; which they could never do, unleſs there 
were ſome breach made. 

How old is the boy that likes the Rambler bet- 
ter than apples and pears ? 

L ſhall be glad of Miſs So ys letter, and will 
ſoon write 2 8. A.; who, ſince ſhe is not Sophy, 
muſt be Suſy. e 1 
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DEAR MADAM; © © ch ay 


Nov. 13, 1583. 

Ince you have written to me with the atten- 
tion and tenderneſs of ancient time, your letters 
give me a great part of the pleaſure which a life 
of ſolitude admits. Vou will never beſtow any 
ſhare of your good will on one who deſerves bet- 
ter. Thoſe that have loved longeſt love beſt. 
A ſudden blaze of kindneſi may by a fingle blaſt of 
coldneſs be extinguiſnhed, but that fondneſs which 
length of time has connected with many circum- 
ſtances and occaſions, though it may for a while 
be ſupprefled by diſguſt or: reſentment, with or 
without a cauſe, is hourly revived by accidental 
recollection. To thoſe that have lived long to- 
gether, every thing heard and every thing ſeen, 
recals ſome pleaſure communicated, or ſome be- 
nefit conferred, ſome petty quarrel, or ſome light 
endearment. Eſteem of great powers, or amiable 
qualities newly diſcover embroider a day 
or a week, but a friendſhip of twenty years is in- 
terwoven with the texture of life. A friend may 
be often found and loſt, but' an old friend never 
can be found, and Nature has provided that he 
cannot eaſily be loſt. 8 | 


I have 
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I haye not forgotten the Davenants, though they 
ſeem to have forgotten me. I began very early 
to tell them what they have commonly found to 
be true, I am ſorry to hear of their building. 
1 have Tait thoſe whom I loved, againſt 

that mode of oſtentatious waſte. | 
You ſeem to mention Lord Kilmurrey as a 
ſtranger. þ were at his houſe in Cheſhire ; 
and he one day dined with Sir Lynch. What he 
tells of the epigram is not true, but perhaps he 
does not know it to be falſe. Do not you remem- 
ber how he:rejoiced/in having ns park? He could 
not diſoblige his neighbours by ſending thi 
#0 wenn: nm om 0). 090TH, 46h Loy IVE 
he frequency of death, to thoſe- who look 
upon it in the leiſure uf Arradia, is veryidread- 
ful. We all know what it ſhould teach us; 
Jet us all be diligent to leurn. Lucy Porter has 
loſt her brother. But whom 1 have lbſt 
let me not now remember. Let not your Joſs be 
added to the mournful catalogue: + Write ſben 
Again to, nem div bon and om to fligne! 
Dith 5 Jet vat i dguodt anoiizo us 299062: 
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DEAR MISS, . Nor. 155 1783. 


E RE is a whole week, and nothing heard 
from your houſe. Baretti ſaid what a wicked 
houſe it would be, and a wicked houſe it is. Of 
ou however I have no complaint to make, for 
owe you a letter. Still I live here by my own 
ſelf, and have had of late very bad nights; but 
then I have had a pig to dinner, which Mr. 
Perkins gave\me., Thus life is chequered. 
= | cannot tell you much news, becauſe I ſee no- 
2 that you knows: Do you read the Tatlers ? 
They are part of the books which every body 
ſhquld read, becauſe. they are the ſources of- con- 
verſation, Therefore make them part of your li 
brary. Bigkerſtaff,;in- the Tetler, gives as A0 
of. familiar. letter, an account af his cat. 
gpuld tell q as god chings of Lily the white 
ting, who. is now at full growth, and very well 
behaved; but Ide not ſee why-we> ſhould deſcend 
below human. beings, and of one human being - 
can tell ſomething that you will like to hear. 
A friend, whoſe name I will tell - 2 
Mamma has tried to gueſs it, ſent to my phyſician 
to enquire whether this long train of ilineſs had 
brought me into any difficulties. for want of mo- 
ney, with an inyitation to fend to him for what 
ogcaion required. I ſhall write this night to thank 
a, having n. ade to borrow. 


LY PS. wy I have 
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I have ſeen Mr: Seward ſince his return only 
once; he gave no florid account of my Miſtreſs's 
health. * Tell her that I hearken every day after a 
letter from her, and do not be long be ore you 
| ets AL 15 #25 
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| peEGAN to griers ad wen it U het 0 
letter, but not being much accuſtomed to fetch i 
evil by cireumſpection or anticipation, did n 
ſuſpe& that the omiſſion had ſo dreadful a cauſe 
as the ſickneſs of one of my dears. As her phy. 
fician thought ſo well of her when you wrote, 1 
hope ſhe is now out of danger. Lou do not tell 
me her diſeaſe; and perhaps have not been able 
yourſelf fully to underſtand it. I. hope it is not 
of the cephalick race. 
That frigid ſtillneſs with which my pretty So- 
phy melts away, exhibits a temper very incom- 
modious in ſickneſs, and by no means amiable in 
the tenour of life. Incommunicative tacitu 
neither imparts nor invites friendſhip, but repoſes 
* » : On 


Dia SAMUEL JOHNSON... 


on a ſtubborn-ſufficiency ſelf-centered, and neglects 
the interchange of he ſocial —— 
which we are endeared to one another. 
They that mean to no uſe of friends, will 
be at little trouble to gain them; and to be 
without: fri ip, is to be without one of the 
185 comforts of our preſent ſtate. To have 
aſſiſtance from other minds, in reſolving 
4 in appeaſing ſcruples, in balancing de- 
liberations, is a very wretched deſtitution. If 
therefore my loves have this ſilence by. temper, 
do not. let them have it by principle; ſhew them 
that it is à perverſe and inordinate. diſpoſition, 
which muſt be counteracted and reformed. . = 
1 faid enough? Fj 
Poor Bator Taylor repreſents himſelf ; as ill 
and I am afraid is worſe, than, in COL 
My nights are very bad; but of. the eee 
L ave i how. ines the e. 1 
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s not meh! four her" preny Uſe beexufe 


. Nov, 24 + 11. 


ee 
N a new period 
A e len the * 


to ſtruggle for ſome years 1 a 8 Frritable; 
— *s Tt is 1 — nervous 
tien. But pleaſe 

s witk kinga 1 nature 1 phyſick, 
will gain a compfete victory ; tat deaf y 
will quite recoyer, and that de and her ſiſter will 
love one another one degree more for having felt 
and excited pin: r .having wanted and Ren 
help. 
I received yeſterday from your phyſicians a 
note, fr received no information; they 
put their Red $ together to tell me nothing. Be 

eaſed to write punctually yourſelf, and leave 
them to their trade. Let me have ſomething every 
poſt till my dear wa 1 is better. 

My nights are often very troubleſome, ſo that 
L try to ſſeep in the day. The old convulſions of 
the cheſt have a mind to faſten their fangs again 
upon me. I am afraid that winter will pinch me. 
But I will ſtruggle with it, and hope to hold out 
yet WN heat and cold. 


| 1 am, Madam, your, Oc. 
6 LETTER 
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L. ET TER CCOXXM. 
To Ns. T H R A I. E. 


DEAR MA DAM. Londod, Nov. 27; 18. 


D another trifling letter from the 
Do not let them fill your mind with 
terrours which te not in their own;/ 
neither ſuffer yourſelf to fit forming compiriſons' 
between" Sy and her dear father; between 
whom there can be no other refainblance; than 
that of ſiekneſs to ſickneſs. 'Hyſtericks and apo- 
plexies have no relation. Hyſtericks commonly 
ceaſe at the times when apoplexcies attack; and very 
rarely can be ſaid to ſhorgen Hife. They are the 
denne of enen of great terrour but little 


er, 


Mrs. Byron: Hits been with me- 4c%day to enquire 


after Sophy; I ſent her away free from the anker 
which ſhe brought with herr. 

Do however what the Doktors order; they 
know well enough what is to be done. My pretty 
Sophy will be welt; and Bath will ring with the 
great cure. * ; 07 


| HAD 


LETTER. 
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LETTER CCEXXXUL. | 


DEAR MADAM: | a Nov 2 1785 


Tn E life of my tear ſweet, lovel 
delicious Miſs Sophy is fafe ; let * ee eve 
to the great Giver, of Exiſtence, and pray that 
her continuance amongſt us may be a bl to 
herſelf and to thoſe chat love her. Multos et fee 
lices,, my dear girl. 
Now ſhe is recovered, ſhe muſh. write me 4 
little hiſtory of her ſufferings, and impart her 
ſchemes X ſtudy and improvement. Life, to 
be worthy of a rational being, muſt be always in 
progreſſion ; we muſt always purpoſe to do more 
or better than in time,paſt. The mind is enlarged 
and elevated by mere purpoſes, though they — 
as they begin by airy contemplation. We com- 
pare and judge, though we do not practiſe. ihr 
She will go back to her arithmetick again; a 
ſcience which will always delight her more, as by 
advancing further ſhe diſcerns more of its uſe, 
and a ſcience ſuited to Sophy” s eaſe of mind; for 
you told in the laſt winter that ſhe loved meta- 
phyſicks more than romances. Her choice is cer- 
tainly as laudable as. it is uncommon ; but I 
would have her like what is good in both. 


God bleſs you and your children; ſo ſays, 


Your old Friend. 


LETTER 
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LETTER CCOXXXIL 
Mrs. T HRA L E to Dx. JOHNSON. 


Nov. 31, 1783. 


Tam very ill indeed, my dear Sir, but our 
pretty jay being now ſo near at leaſt to re- 
covery.my fingers. are grown more ſteady, and I 
will endeavour to write without agitation once 
again. She has had a ſevere illneſs; ſo ſevere, 
that few men however wiſe or ſtrong would have 
endured it with greater reſolution. The ſullen 
courage you ſpeak of in the letter dated twenty is 
certainly not pleaſing ; but the more one lives on 
to ſee ſoftneſs ſeduced, flexibility deſpiſed, and 
gentleneſs inſulted, the more contentedly one 
bears with a diſpoſition ſo different from one's 
own. There is a good deal of body too in all this; 
a good deal of this temper I mean ſeems connected 
with corporeal cauſes, and cephalick diſorders 
ſeem to haunt people of that turn more than others; 
who though they may be tortured by various ma- 
ladies, are ſeldom afflicted with. thoſe dreadful 
head-achs that enchain the faculties, as if by ma- 
gick, and render complaint nearly as difficult as 
recovery. Sophia will return to her ſtudy of arith- 
metick in proper time; it appears to me a ſtudy 
well ſuited to one who has a diſtaſte of fiction be- 
cauſe it reſembles falſehood. If truth can be 
found in any ſublunary ſcience, numbers will pro- 
duce it, for to that at laſt almoſt all other ſciences 
refer for confirmation. _— 5 


— 


: | Were 
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Were the mother as likely to enjoy life and 
health again as the daughter is, ſhe would perhaps 
ſtruggle to obtain the advantage of Mr. Herſchel's 
acquaintance.” This famous aſtronomer, whoſe 
diſcoveries, or whoſe hope of future diſcoveries 
begin to fill the mouths of our Bath talkers, and 
] fancy my friend Mrs. Lewis could introduce me, 
though God knows ſhe as well as myſelf have 
nearer concerns to puzzle about than lunar ones; 
and indeed when I think upon the deſperate ſtate 
of oblivion into which are fallen the wonders pro- 
miſed by Helvetius, and that /#lerography which! 
believe procured him a penſion too from Lewis 
the Fourteenth, my heart recoils at the name of 
aſtronomical diſcoveries, and trembles leſt the ſtar 
of King George ſhould in ſome future age be con- 
ſigned to keep company with the firmament of 
John Sobieſki. In the mean time who can help 
ſmiling at the expreſſions uſed by Derham, Ray, 
and others, who write on theſe ſubjects, and fancy 
they are exalting the glory of God when they tell 
us, in what a workman-like manner he has made 
the world, &c.? You hate all notion of national 
character I know, yet *tis difficult to deny that 
none but a true Briton could think in ſuch a man- 
ner when praiſing his Creator; as it is impoſſible 
not to diſcern the Frenchman in ' Archbiſhop 
Fenelon's latter | converſations when he ſays, Si 
F aurui Phonneur de voir Dieu je ne manquerai 
gueres de lui raccommander bien lame du Roi de 
France. I have not his life with me here, but 
have 2 notion thoſe are the very words. 

'You will not ſuſpe& me of wanting reſpeck for 
theſe worthies : what chriſtian lives who can re- 
fuſe his reverence to Cambray's piety or Derham's 
learning ? but you will have me write, and Fam 
miſerably ill, very peeviſh, and very ' perverſe, 
and *twere better you quarrelled with me about 
N | departed 


Da. SAMUEL JOHNSON, 24g 
departed philoſophers, than that you accuſed me 


of wanting 'good-will towards you, of whom no 


mr AC can think more highly than ns 


10 2 i © Dear Sir, 4 - 1 
8390 TLour faithful humble oats 
> bo mig! Loon U. L. THRALE. 
The Girls vill write ſoon and tell your all our 
| conjectures. 2 


LETTER CCCXXXIV, 


DEAR MADAM, London, Dec. 14, 1983. 


I TuIN Nit tung fincs kiwtote, and ſometimes 


venture to hope that you think it long too. 
The internwyſhion - has been filled with ſpaſms, 
opiates, ſleepleſs nights, and heavy days. Theſe 
vellications of my breaſt ſhorten my breath; whe- 


ther they will much ſhorten my life 1 know not, 


but I have been for ſometime paſt very comfortleſs. 
My friends here ever nene kind, and much 
pe is taken of me. 

1 bad two pretty letters from Suſy and Sophy, 
to which Iwill ſend anſwers, for they are two dear 
1 You muſt all * again at my friend. 

Vol. II. Il dined 
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med about 2 fortnight-ago with three old 
friends; we had not met together for thirty __ 
and vue of us thought the other grown very old. In 
the thirty years two of our ſet have died: our 
meeting may be ſuppoſed to be ſomewhat tender. 
1 boaſted that I had paſſed the day with three 
friends, and that no mention had been made 
among any of us of the air ballon, which has taken 
full with à very. good claim, of ev 
— mind . mouth. Do you not with 
the coach 
re of your own bealih, Seele our 


mind, and you have yet * of hody © - be 
well, 


* 
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60 


TRE Heifflome Plitage of 'the long evenings 
did indeed ſuggeſt to me the cenvenience of a club 
in my neighbourhood, but I have been hindered 
From attending it by want of breath. If 1 can 
complete the ſcheme, you, {ſhall have the names 
and the regulations. 2 18 3 yo 7 — 

DID I 3 | 1 40 The 
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The time of the year, for I hope the fault is 
rather in the weather than in me, has been very 
hard upon me. The. muſcles of ary breaſt are 
much convulſed. Dr. Heberden recommends 
opiates, of which I have ſuch horrour that 1 do 
not think of them but in extremis. I was however 
driven to them laſt night for Tefuge, and having 
taken the uſual quantity durſt not go to bed, for 
fear of that uncaſineſs to. which A ſupine poſture 
expoſes me, but reſted all night in a chair with 
much relief, and have r Raney: uns _—_ 
Active, and cheerful. it 
Lou have more chan onde Do, a at y bom- 

plaint of ſolitude, when you hear that j am crow d- 
vd with viits. ſuopem ine copia fetir. Viſitors are 
no proper companions in the chamber of ſickneſs. 

come wen I could fleep or read, they ſtay 
til I am weary, they force me to attend hen 
my — for relaxation, and to ſpeak when 
my powers will' hardly actuate my tongue. The 
amuſements and conſolations of languor and de- 
preſſion are conterred by familiar and domaſtick 
companions; which can be viſited or called at will, 
and can occaſionally be quitted or diſmiſſed, who 

do not obſtruct accommodation by ceremony, . 

deſtroy indolence by awakening effort. 
Such fociety I had with Levet and Williams; 
tuch 1 had where —1 he never : nen 

moe, 5 13 7. 

I wiſh, dear Lady, hs you kad my din girl 

F e . 


9 


* 


*4 LETTERS TO AND FRO 


4 3 
s- 218595 E 10 iin: 14 [17 tC 77 Ban 


oh g *o E Tv Ty oc * 


455 154 N OY tz N. * ant 


_ * = 
* — 
# ma 

- 


43 $5 wr ty | | | 91 * 
Sci — Ms, T.H RALE,, 

46] 18 1 GT 099 Fr Thy 24 T7 7 i iin F SIE 4 
: DEAR MADAM, 1 Vols Dee. 3, RX 


Sink. you cannot. grin 1 will tell you that 
the generous man was Gerard Hamilton. I re- 
turned him a very thankful and reſpectful letter. 
Tour enquiry about Lady Carliſle cannot an- 
ſwer, for I never ſaw her, unleſs Laer without 
knowing her at a converſation. 

Sir Jothua has juſt been here, — . nothing 
| of Miſs — if one of Lord Lucan's daughters 
be meant, the eldeſt is now Lady Spencer; ſhe is 
languiſhing in France with a — and the 
third.1 is chic! oil 22 biss 

Pray ſend the letter which you. think will divert 

me, for I have much need of entertainment; 
> ſpiritleGs,; infirm, fleepleſs and ſolitary, looking 

. _ ſorrow and forward . errour . 

will ſtop. + | 
Batry of Ireland. had a notion that a a man's A pulſe a 
wore him out; my beating breaſt wears out me. 
The phyſicians yeſterday covered it with a bliſter, 
of which the elect cannot yet be known. Good 
God, proſper their endeayvours! Heberden is of 
opinion that while the weather is oppreſſive we 
muſt palliate. 44 1 
In the mean time I am well fed; I have now in 
the houſe pheaſant, veniſon, turkey and ham, all 
unbought. Attention and reſpect give pleaſure, 
however late or however uſeleſs. But they are 
not . when they are late; it is reaſonable to 


rejoice, 
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rejoice; as the day declines; to find that it has 
— ſpent with the approbation of mankinßd. 
The miniſtry is again broken, and to any man 
who extends his thoughts to national conſideration 
the times are diſmal and . But to a ſick 
man what is the publick? 
1 new year is at hand; 227 God make it 
Fl to me, to you, to us all for Jeſus Chriſt's 


I 175 Madam, 
Vour, Dc. 


LETTER CCOXXXVIL 
1 Mrs. TH RAT E. 


-DEAR MADAM, Londoo, ook 100 He 
| [ as you ablivre, 5 my n letter v was writ- 
ten with trepidation, there is little reaſon, except 
the habit of enduring, why this ſhould ſhew more 
{teadineſs. I am confined to the houſe; I do not 
know that any things grow better ; my phyſicians 
direct me to combat the hard weather with opium; 
I cannot well ſupport its turbulence, and yet can- 
not forbear it, for its immediate effect is eaſe ; 
having kept me waking all the night it forces fleep 
7 me in the day, and recompenſes a night of 
tediouſneſs 
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tediouſneſs with a day of uſeleſſneſe. My legs and 
my thighs grow very tumid.: in the mean time my 
appetit is good, and. if my phyſicians do not flat- 
ter me death is ruſhing mood. mne win 
the "wv of God. ub * 
The firſt talk of the lick i is commonly. of cham 
felyes 3 but if talk ef nothing elſe, they can- 
not complain if they: are ſoen ft bout 20 
audience. | 9 
You obſerve, Madam, that the "re engages 
all mankind, and. it, is indeed a wonderful and un- 
expected addition to Human knowled e; but we 
have a daring projector, who, diſdaining the help 
of fümes and vapours, is making better than Dæ- 
dalean wings, with which he will maſter the bal- 
lon and its companions as an eagle maſters a gooſe. 
It is very ſeriouſly true that a ſubſcription of eight 
hundred poutids has been raifed for the wire and 
workmanſhip of iron wings ; one pair of which, 
and I think a tail, are now ſhewn in the Haymar- 
ket, and they are making another pair at Birming- 
| ham. The whole is {aid to weigh two hundred 
pounds no ſpecious preparation for flying, but 
there are thoſe. who expect to ſee him in the ſky. 
When | can leave the houſe I will fell you more. 
I had the ſame old friends to dine with me on 


Wedneſday, and may ſay that 2 — ſight of 
Jou I have nan one pleaſant b gef 
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re. Mrs, THRALE, 


DEAR data: London, Jan. 21, 1784. 


Dx. Heberden this day favoured me with a viſit; 
and after hearing what I had to tell him of mi- 
ſeries and pains, and comparing preſent with 
my paſt ſtate, declared me well. That his opinion 
is erroneous, I know with too much certainty ; 
and yet was glad to hear it, as it fet extremities at 
a greater diſtance: he who is by his phyſician 
thought well, is at leaſt not thought in immediate 
danger, They therefore whoſe attention to me 
makes them talk of my health, will, I hope, ſoon 
not drop, but loſe their ſubject. But alas! 1 had 
no ſleep laſt night, and fit now panting over my 
— A Dabit Deut his quaque finem,  T have real- 
ly hope from 1 pa and am ready, like Alman- 
or, to 1 bid the ſun fly 2 Kg eave weeks ang 
months behind him. 
thouſand: years upon the world to little purpoſe, if 
he does not know that a fick man is almoſt as i im- 
patient as a. lover. | 

Mr. Cator gives ſuch an account of Miſs Cecy, 

as you and all of us muſt delight to hear; Cator 
has a rough, manly, independent underſtanding, 
-and * A7 not fooil i it 
ſpeaks merely to pleaſe, and ſeldom is miſtaken 
in things which he has any right to know, I 


think Val of her for pleaſing him, and of him for | 


ng preater 4 and at the cloſe, am delighted to 
im delighted, with her excellence. Let Ne 
| Forth | children, 


un has looked for ſix 


by complaiſance; he never 
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children, dear Madam, be his care, and your plea- 
ſure; cloſe your thoughts upon them, and when 
ſad fancies are excluded, health and peace will 


I ͤ am, dear Madam, 
Your old Friend. 
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L'E'T T E R cœcxxxix. 
To Ms. T HR A I. E. 
- DEAR MADAM, London, Feb. g, 1784. 


Tur remiſſion of the cold did not continue 
long enough to afford me much relief. You are, 
as I perceive, afraid of the opium; I had the ſame 
terrour, and admitted its allltance only under the 
preſſure of inſupportable diſtreſs, as of an auxili. 
ary too powerful and too dangerous, But in this 
pinching ſeaſon I cannot live without it ; and the 
quantity which I take is leſs than it once was. 
My phyficians flatter me, that the ſeaſon is a 
great part of my diſeafe ; and that when warm 
weather reſtores perſpiration, this watery diſeaſe. 
will F lam at leaſt willing to flatter 
N been forced to ſit up many nights by an 
. obſtinate ſleepleſſneſs, which makes the time in 
bed intolerably tedious, and which continues my 
drowſineſs the following day. Befides, I can 
n ſometimes 


* 
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ſometimes ſleep erect, when I cannot cloſe my eyes 
in a recumbent poſture. I have juſt beſpoke a 
flannel dreſs, which I can eaſily flip off and on, 
as I go into bed or get out of it. Thus paſs my 
days and nights in morbid wakefulneſs, in unſea- 
ſonable ſleepineſs, in gloomy ſolitude, with un- 
welcome viſitors, or ungrateful excluſions, in va- 
riety of wretchedneſs. But I ſnatch every lucid 
interval, and animate myſelf with ſuch amuſe- 
ments as the time offers. - | - ., . 

One thing which I have juſt heard, you will 
think to ſurpaſs expectation. The Chaplain of the 
factory at Peterſburgh relates, that the Rambler 
is now, by the command of the Empreſs, tranſlat- 
ing into Ruſſian; and has promiſed when it is 
printed to ſend me a copy. 1 

Grant, O Lord, that all who ſhall read my 
pages, may become more obedient to thy laws; 
and when the wretched writer ſhall appear before 
thee, extend thy mercy to him, for the ſake of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. | 


I am, Madam, 
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MADAM, th. 10, „ 


Van know e never © Wa. confidence with 
reſpect to futurity any part of the character of a 
| brave, a, wiſe, or 4 man Bravery has no 
| N where it can avail ng, wifdom impref- 
ſes irongly the conſcioufnefs of thoſe "faults, of 
Which it is itſelf * an aggravation; and 
goodneſs, always wiſhing to be better, and i 
every deficience ta criminal negligence, and every 
fault to voluntary corruption, never dares to ſup- 
poſe the condition of forgiveneſs fulffffed, nor 
what is wanting in the crime fupplled br debates 
This is the ſtate of the beſt. but muſt be 
the condition of . him whoſe heart will not ſuffer 
him to rank himfelf among the beſt, or among 
the good ? Such muſt be his dread of the ap- 
proaching trial, as will leave him little attention 
to the opinion of thoſe whom he is leaving for 
ever; and the ſerenity that 1 is not felt, it can be 
no virtue to feign. 

The ſarcocele ran off long ago, at an orifice 
made for mere experiment, 

The water paſſed naturally, by God's mercy, 
in a manner of which Dr. ban has ſeen but 
few examples. The chirurgeon has been employ- 
ed to heal ſome excoriations ; and four out of five 
are no longer under his cure. The phyſician laid 
on a bliſter, and 1 ordered, by their conſent, a. 
ſalve; but neither ſucceeded; and neither was 


very eaſily healed. 
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Ehare been corifiied from the fourteenth of De- 
. — and know not when 1 ſhall-get out; but 
1 bove this day dreſſed me, as I was drefcd in 


Tour kind expreſſions gave me great pleaſure; 
40 not reje& me from your ts. Shall we 
ever exchange confidence by the fire-fide again? 


L hope dear Sophy is better; and intend quickly « 
to pay ep ee pr 2 
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To Mev. THRALE. 


DEAR MADAM, London, March 16 1784. 


1 AM ſo near to health, as a month ago I de- 
ſpaired of being. The dropſy is almoſt wholly 
run away, and the aſthma, unleſs irritated by cold, 
ſeldom attacks me. How I ſhall bear motion I do 
not yet know. But though I have little of pain, 
I am wonderfully weak. My muſcles have almoſt 
loſt all their ſpring ; but I hope that warm wea- 
ther, when it comes, will reſtore me. More than 
three months have I now been confined. ' But my 
deliverance has been very extraordinary. 
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Of one thing remarkable 1 will tell y 
For the aſthma, — other diſorders fa 
PR have adviſed the frequent uſe of omates. 

reſiſted them as much-as I could; and complain- 
ed that it made me almoſt. delirious. This Dr. 
Heberden ſeemed not much to heed; but I was 
ſo weary of it, that I tried, when I could not 
WwWholly omit it, to diminiſh the doſe, in which, 
contrarily to the known . cuſtom of the takers of 
opium, and beyond what it ſeemed reaſonable to 
expect, I have ſo far ſucceeded, that having be- 
gun with- three grains, a large quantity, I now 
appeaſe the paroxyſm with a quarter of an ounce 
of diacodium, eſtimated an equivalent only to half 
a grain; and this quantity it is now eight days 
fince I took. 

That 1 may ſend to Mrs. Lewis, for when J 
ſhall venture out I do not know, you muſt let me 
know where ſhe may be found, which * omitted 


to | hogs 485 

dear Sophy will go on recovering. 
* i Miſs Thrale rather neglects me; 
ſuppoſe ſhe ſhould try to write me a little Latin 
letter. | 


Do you Denver write to me often, and write 


kindly ; a we may ſometime ſee each . 


N 1 am, Madam, 
: Tour, G. 
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To Mes. T HR AL. E. 


MADAM, e London, March 20, 1784. 


OUR laſt letter had ſomething of tenderneſs. 
The accounts which you have had of my danger 
and diſtreſs were I ſuppoſe not aggravated. I 
have been confined ten weeks with an aſthma and 
dropfy. But I am now better. God has in his 
mercy granted me a reprieve; for how much time 
his mercy muſt determine. 

On the 19th of laſt month I evacuated twenty 
pints of water, and I think I reckon exactly; from 
that time the tumour has ſubſided, and I now be- 

in to move with ſome freedom; You will eaſily 
lieve that 1 am ſtill at a great diſtance from 
health; but I am, as my chirurgeon expreſſed it, 
— better. Heberden ſeems to have great 
uo 10 rn 1 FLY, 

-, Write to me no more about dying with a grace; 
when you feel what I have felt in approaching 
eternity—in. fear of ſoon hearing the ſentence of 
which there is no revocation, you will know the 
folly; my wiſh is, that you may know it ſooner, 
The diſtance between the grave and the remoteſt 
point of human longevity, is but a very little; 
and of that little no path is certain. You knew 
all this, and I thought that I knew it too; but 1 
know it now with à new conviction. May that 
new conviction not be vainn ö 


Il ͤam now cheerful; I hope this approach to 
recovery is a token of the Divine mercy. 


My 
iends 


YO) fri 
F ko j 


254 LETTERS TO AND FROM 


friends continue their RENE: I give a dinner 
to-morrow. | 

Fray let me know how my dear Sophy goes on. 
l ſtill hope that there is in her fits more terrour 
than ne But J hope, however it be, that ſhe 


will 3 ily recover. I will take care to pay _ 
Suſy her letter. God bleſs you all. 


Sad oF In? Madam, 
* £ * 
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Since you are reſolved to ſtand it out, "and 
keep mum till you have heard from me, 1 muſt at 
laſt comply ; and indeed compliance coſts me now | 
no trouble, but as e 'A ws Which 1 
got, might done, by ſtandin at an 
open . and which has now harald me 
many days, and is too ſtrong for diacodium, nor 
has yet given much way to opium itſelf. How- 
ever, _— been ſo long uſed to fo many worſe 
things, I'mindit but little. I have not bad hes; 
and my ſtomach has never failed me. But 1 
thall go abroad again,'I'know net. 
With Mr. Herſchel it will certainly de * 
right rea an acquaiatance; for he can ſhow 
you 
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you in the ſky what no man before him has ever =. [ 
ſeen, by ſome wonderful improvements which he 5 
has made in the teleſcope. What he has to ſhow = 
is indeed a long way off, and ps concerns us UP 


bu little; but all truth is valuable, and all know- qi 

is pleaſing in its firſt effects, and may be 

ently uſeful, Of whatever we ſee we al- 3 | 
= 8 wiſh to know; always congratulate ourſelves . | 
who we know that of which we perceive another 
to be ignorant. Take therefore all opportunities 
of learning that offer themſelves, however remote 
the matter may be from common life or common 
converſation. Look in Hetſchel's teleſcope ; go 
into a chymiſt's laboratory 3 if you ſee a manu- 
facturer at work, remark his qperations. By this 
activity of attention, vou will find in ern, Place 


diverſion and improvement. 
Now dear E is got — what is it that ails 
m miſtreſs.? She complains, and 1 


am afraid, with too much cauſe; but Iknow not 
diſtinctly what is her diſorder. 1 hope that time 


re N mint will-retore her. 
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Vov tell one of my daughters that you know 
not with diſtinctneſs the cauſe of my complaints. 
\ believe ſhe who lives with me knows them no 
- better z one very dreadful one is however remov- 
ed, by dear Sophia's recovery. It is kind in you 
to quarrel no more about expreſſions which were 
not meant to offend ;- but unjuſt to ſuppoſe; I have 
not lately thought myſelf Ming. Let us however 
take the Prince of Abyſſinia's advice, and not add 
to the orber cuili of liſe the bitterneſs of controverſy. 
If courage is a noble and generous quality, let us 
exert it to the laſt, and at the laſts If faith is a 
Chriſtian virtue, let us willingly receive and ac- 
cept that ſupport it will moſt ſurely beſtow—and 
do permit me to repeat thoſe words with which [ 
know not why you were difpleaſed : Let us leave 
behind us the beſt example that we can. 

All this is not written by a perſon in high health 
and happineſs, but by a fellow-fufferer, who has 
more to endure than ſhe can tell, or you can gueſs; 
and now let us talk of the Severn ſalmons, which 
will be coming in ſoon; I ſhall ſend you one of 
the fineſt, and ſhall be glad to hear that your ap- 
petite is good: mine has been ſo long vitiated, 
that it endures no aliment with pleaſure but cof- 
fee, and thoſe doſes of Peruvian bark or caſcarilla 
which Dobſon gives me by turns, and which are 

become —oddly enough—delightful to my palate. 


The 
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The accounts T hear of Ps ill ſtate of health 
help to gtieve me; poor man, he battled through 
eat anxiety for two years together at leaſt ; and 
ſhould the ip ſink in harbour after weathering ſo 


hard a 2 who could help being ſorry! All 


the poets lives end juſt ſo; and though P — has 
but little poet's ſtu in him—he will fall like one 
of the mighty 1 fuppoſe. But it is better turn one's 
js». another way : if death forbears to call 
till ſorrow is at an end, my life is ſurely in no pre- 
ſent danger; and P. 
ſucceed him; die when he will. 
It is very much to your credit, and more ſo to 
that of the world, that it does not forſake you: I 
have often heard you ſay, that there was very lit- 
tle general ingratitude to be complained of ; and 
it is but right that the conduct of mankind to- 
wards him who ſays ſo - ſfould confirm it. 

I was among the firſt to offer my ſervice on the 
new occaſion, as I had been the e aſt to deſert it 
on the old one: but my own caſe now claims more 
attention than I have to beſtow upon it; and 
though the child is fafe, the is not yet well; her 


PP 


1 


You ſhould be more chan you are to 
think about air ballons. The firſt failing chariot 
I ever read of was in Raſelas; and the Freneh 
ſeem now fully of your mechaniſt's mind, that 
only idleneſs and Der TT GE upon 
the ground. 32. 

Your young correſpondents. would do well to 
write often, and obtain from you in return duch 
letters as may benefit their minds in preſent, and 
8 vanity in future: I with them to di- 

mſelves and you by queſtions, which you 


ould willingly anfwer ; and beg that thei neg- 


8 Wen I. 8. _ ligence 


r 


has two pretty boys to 
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8 ligence of ſuch an advantage as ur readineſi to 
an hoy arg e een 
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LETTER c. 


To Mr. MA A L E. — 


7 


"* 


- DEAR MADAM, | "Lond April 15. ny 


gn I had the pleaſure of giving 
another dinner to the remainder of the old club. 
We uſed to meet weekly about the year fifty, and 
we were as cheerful as in former times ; only I 
could not make quite ſo much noiſe; for ſince 


os up paralytick iction, my voice is ſometimes N 


MNletcalf and Crutchley, * knowing each 
other, are both members of parliament — Hor- 
ſham in Suſſex. Mr. Cator is p40 for Ipſwich. 
But a ſick man's thoughts ſoon turn back upon 
himſelf. I am ſtill very weak, though my appe- 
tite is keen, and my digeſtion potent; an — 1 gra- 
tify myſelf more at table than ever I did at my 
own colt before. I have now an inclination to 
luxury which even your table did not excite; for 

till now my talk was more about the diſhes than 

my 
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thoughts. I remember you commended me 
for ſeeming pleaſed with my dinners when you had 
* your table; I am able to tell you with 
eat veracity, that 'Þ never knew when the re- 
uction began, nor ſhould have known that it was 
1 had not you told me. I now think and 
conſult to- day what I ſhall eat to-morrow. This 
diſeaſe likewiſe will I. hope be cured. For there 
are other things, how different! which ought to 
predominate in the mind of ſuch a man as 1: but 
in this world the body will have its part; and my 
— is, that it ſhall have no more. My hope but 
not my confidence z I have only the timidity of a 
Chriſtian to determine, not the wiſdom of a Stoick 
to ſecure me. 

I hope all my dears are well The / ſhould not 
be too nice in requiring letters. my. ſweet 
Queeney writes more letters like her laſt, when 
franks come in again 1 vl correct them * re- 
turn nee | 


I am, Ra 3 
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DEAR "UA, 11115 London, Apa ig, 1784 


-RECFIVED 1 man ur magnificent 
filh, and in che afternoon our "Mk logy for not 
ſending it, have invited dase . And Miſs. 
Burney to dine ne — it tomorrow 301 

The club has been lately infdivated is at 
Sam's; ; and there was I we [ was laſt out of the 
houſe, But the people wht1m E mentioned in my 
letter are the remnamt of a little elud that uſed to 
meet in dvy Lane about three-and- one — 


=. 


4 


out of which we have loſt Hawkefwor 

the reſt are yet on this fide the — Our: 

meetings now are teripys, and, [ on all parts 
tender. 


Miſs Moore has written a poem called Le Bas 
Bleu; which is in my opinion a very great per- 
formance. It wanders about in manuſcript, and 
ſurely will ſoon find its way to Bath. 

1 thall be glad of another letter from my dear 
ueeney ; the former was not much to be cen- 
ſured. The reckoning between me and Miſs So- 
phy is out of my head. She muſt write to tell 
me how it ſtands. 

I am ſenſible of the eafe that your repayment 
of Mr. has given; you felt yourſelf 
gente by that debt; is there an Engliſh word for 
oo 7 

u do not now uſe your books, be pleaſed 

to let let Mr Cator know that I may borrow what I 

want, I 1 1 at * to take only — 
„ an 
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and the Greek Anthology. When 1 lay-ſleepleſs, 
Luſed te dtive the night along by turning Greek 
epigrams inte Latin. un JON bn YAM 234% 
 1know-net-if I have not turned a hundred, 

It is time to return you thanks for your preſent, 
Since I Was fick, I know not if I have not had 
more delicacies ſent me than I had ever ſeen till I 
ſlaw your-table. in Ta- 1155 2 4+. 003: 2: 
It was:always Dr. Heberden's enquiry, whether 
my appetite for food continued. It indeed never 
failed me; for he conſidered the ceſſation of ap- 


tire as the deſpair of re vielding up b 
petite as the deſpait of nature yielding up her 
0 4 ; © : 4 
power te the force of the diſeaſe. 
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To Mrs. T HR AL E. 


DEAR MADAM, Nn London, April 21, 1784. 


I MAKE häſte to ſend you intelligence, which, 
if I do not ſtill flatter myſelf, you will not receive 
without ſome degree of pleaſure. After a con- 
finement of one hundred twenty-nine days, more 
than the third part of a year, and no inconſidera- 
ble part of human life, 1 this day returned thanks 
to God in Sr. Clement's church, for my recovery; 
a TECOVETY in my ſeventy-fifth year, from a diſ- 
AL 1X4 temper . 
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temper which few in the vigour of youth are 
known to ſurmount; a recovery, of which neither 
myſelf, my friends, nor my phyſicians, had any 
hope; for though they flattered me with ſome 
continuance of life, they never ſuppoſed that I 
could ceaſe to be dropſical. The dropfy however 
is quite vaniſhed, and the aſthma ſo much miti- 
ted, that I walked to-day with a more eafy re- 
Piraion than I have known, I think, for perhaps 
two years paſt. I hope the mercy that lengthens 
my days, will aſſiſt me to uſe them welll. 
The Hooles, Miſs Burney, and Mrs. Hull (Weſ. 
ley's ſiſter), feaſted yeſterday with me very cheer- 
fully on your noble falmon. Mr. Allen could not 
ink, We I ſent him a piece, and a great tail is 
ſtill left. | | 
Dr. Brockleſby forbids the club at preſent, not 
caring to venture the chillneſs of the evening; 
but I purpoſe to ſhew myſelf on Saturday at the 
Academy's feaſt. I cannot \ a iy my return to 
the world more effectually; for, as the Frenchman 
ſays, tout le monde 4 trouvera, 
For this occaſion I ordered ſome cloaths ; and 
was told by the taylor, that when he brought me 
a ſick dreſs, he never expected to make me any 
thing of any other kind. My recovery is indeed- 
E „ wonderfel, 7 7 1H YT N of FS, 
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\MADAM,,./ London, April 26, 1784. 

On Saturday I ſhewed myſelf again to the liv- 
ing world at the Exhibition ; iel an ſplendid. 
was the company : but like the Doge of Genoa at 
Paris,. I admired nothing but myſelf. T went = 


All the ſtairs to the pictures without ſtopping to reſt 


or to breathe,” © © 
In all the madneſs of ſuperfluous health,” | 


The Prince of Wales had promiſed to be there; 
but when we had waited an hour and half, ſent 
us word that he could not come. 

My cough ſtill torments me; but it is only a 
cough, and much leſs. oppreſſive than ſome of 
former times, but it diſturbs my nights. 

Mrs. Davenant called to pay me a guinea; but 
I gave two for you. Whatever reaſons you have 
for frugality, it is not worth while to ſaye a guinea 
a-year by withdrawing it from a publick charity. 

know not whether I told you that my old friend 
Mrs. Cotterel, now no longer Miſs, has called to 
ſee me. Mrs. Lewis is not well. 

Mrs. Davenant ſays, that you regain your health. 
That you regain your health is more than a com- 
mon recovery; becauſe I infer, that you regain 
your peace of mind. Settle your thoughts and 
controul your imagination, and think no more of 
Heſperian felieity. Gather yourſelf and your chil - 
dren into a little ſyſtem, in which each may pro- 
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and all the accommodations that 
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| mote the eaſe, the ſafety, and the pleaſure of the 


reſt); 2 | 
Mr. Howard called on me a few days ago, and 
gave the new edition, much enlarged; of his Ac- 
count of Priſons. He has been to ſurvey the pri- 
ſons on the continent; and in Spain he tried to pe- 
netrate the dungeons of the Inquiſition, but his 
curioſity was very imperfectly gratified. At Ma- 
drid they ſhut him quite out; at Valladolid they 
ſhewed him ſome publick room. 
While Lam writing, the poſt has brought your 
kind letter. Do not think with dejection of your 
own. condition; a little patience will probably 
give you health, it will certainly give you. riches, 
riches can pro- 
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me enough to ſee me. On Monday 1 dined 
with Paradiſe; | | 
bk to-day, with Jodrel ; Friday, Mrs. Gar- 


Tueſday, Hoole; Wedneſday, Dr. 


e ee 
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1 But 
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world drives or draws me. I am very weak; the 
old diſtreſs of fleepleſsneſs comes again upon me. 


I have however one very ſtron ow of health, A 


—— 7 
wieeney's letter I expected befons now: Suſy. 
ewiſe in debt. I believe I am in debt to So- 
ah but the dear Loves ought nat to be too ri- 
gorous. 

Dr. Taylor bas * St. Margaret's; in Weſt- 
minſter, vacant by Dr. Wilſon's death: how long 
he will keep it I cannot gueſs; it is of no great 


value, and its income  conliſt mack of: My 
menen, | 
1 am, Madam, 


"Your never __ fully. 
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LETTER CCCL. 
To Mrs. THRALE. 


DEAR MADAM, h London, May 31, 1784. 


W HY you expected me to be better than I 
am I cannot imagine: I am better than any that 
ſaw me in my illneſs ever expected to have ſeen 
me again. Iam however at a great _—_— $54 


abs. 
But 1 do not now drive the world about; the 
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health, very weak and very aſthmatick, and trou- 
bled with my old nocturnal diſtreſſes; ſo that lam 
little ie zue n the night, and in the day too lil 


10 eilad prothep} om worualsy 


ww 7 > 3 1 


I have one way or other been alifaggoined: 
hitherto of that change of air, from which I think 
ſome relief may poſſibly be obtained; but Boſwel 
and I have ſettled our reſolution to go to Oxford 
on Thurſday. But fince I was at Oxford, my 
convitial friend Dr. Edwards: and my learned 

friend Dr. Wheeler are both dead, and my proba- 
bilities of pleaſure are very much diminiſhed. 

Why, when ſo are taken away, have I e 

yet ſpared! I hope that I may be fitter to die. 

How long we ſhall ſtay at Oxford, or what 1 we 
ſhall do when we leave it, neither Bozzy nor 1 
have yet ſettled ;. he is for his part reſolved to re- 
move his family to London and try his ne at 
the Engliſh bar: let us all wilh him ſucceſs. 

Think of me, if you can, with tenderneſs, 


ut 918 1 e. T 


1 am, _— | 
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LETTER! CCCLI. | 
To Mrs. THRAL E. 


DEAR MADAM, London, June 1), 1784. 


I RETURNED laſt/ ni ght from Oxford after a 
— — Adams, who treated me 
as 0 1 could expect or with; and he that 
contents a ſick man, a man whom it is impoſlible 
to pleaſe, has ſurely done his part well. I went 
in the common vehicle with v Flittle fatigue, and 
came back I think with leſs. My ſtomach conti- 
nues good, and according to your advice I ſpare 
neither aſparagus nor peas, and hope to do good 
execution upon all the ſummer fruits. But my 
nights are bad, very bad; the aſthma attacks me 
often, and the rr. ply-is watching an opportunity 
to return. I hope 1 have checked it, but great 
caution muſt be uſed, and indeed grene caution 
is nota hit price for health or eaſe. - ©: 
What I hall do next I know not; all ap-ſchemes 
of rural pleaſure have been ſome way or other diſ- 
L have now ſome thought of Lichfield 


and Aſhbourne. Let me know, dear Madam, 
385 deſtination. | | h 


"Tami, Naum. 
Your, Gr. 


LETTER 
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LETTER con. 7 


OO LITTEY 


DEAR. MADAM, .. London, June a6, 178. 


Tais ming 1 faw: Mes Imi he ig a 
agreeable yoing man, und likely enough to do all 
— I receited him as — 
pos hasen right to be received, and I hope he 
tell you that he was ſatisfied ; but the iniiiatory 
converſation of two ſtrangers is feldom pleaſing 
or inſtructivt to any great degree, and ours 
E e f 
uc. 1 DIE e890 STH co5.c7 
A meſſage came to-me/yeſterday dee cont 
Machean, ate three days of illneſa, is dead of a 
ppreſſion of urine. He was one of thoſe who, as 
So ſays, #obd as d fereen between me and\denth. 
| He was very. pious 3 de was, very innocent; he did 
no ill; and of doing good a continual itenour: of 
diſtreſs] allowed nk he Was 


very highly eſteemed eſteemed in the houſe. I 74 [Kin 0 
Write to me if Jon can ſome words of comfort. 
My der gieb ſeem cl to forget me. 
PBgnieb 110! 
_ * 
3D uor 


'Your, c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER CCCLIIL 
Mrs. PIOZZI to Dr. JOHNSON. 
„ 51 | 


MY DEARSIR, . _ Bath, June 30. 


Tur encloſed is a circular letter which I have 
ſent to all the guardians, but our friendſhip de- 
mands ſomewhat more; it requires. that I ſhould 
beg your pardon for concealing from you a con- 
nexion which you muſt have heard af by many, 
but I ſuppoſe never believed. Indeed, my dear 
Sir, it was. concealed only to ſave us both need- 
leſs pain; I could not have borne to reject that 
counſel it would have killed me to take, and I 
only tell yeucnqw beeauſe all is irrevocably ſettled 
and out of your power to prevent. I will ſay 
however, that the dread of your diſapprobation 
has given me ſome anxious moments, and though 
perhaps I am; become by many privations the moſt 
independent woman: in the warld,. I feel as if act- 
ing without a paxent's eonſent till you write kindly 
15s Storm , At vi YE: 3:55 n 
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LETTER CCCLIV: | 
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To Ms. PIOZZIL _ 


2 n Nis * . 5f $2 4.4 * 1 i * 
_ DEAR MADAM, , UL nden, July 8, 1784. 


HAT you ow Wi; however I may la- 
ment it, J have no pretence to reſent, as it has 
not been injurious to me: I therefore breathe out 
one figh more of OI En uſeleſs, but 
at leaf ſincere. —— 

I viſn that God may you every bleſſing, 
that you may be happy in this world for its ſhort 
continuance, and eternally happy in a better ſtate ; 
and whatever 1 can contribute to your happineſs 
Jam very ready to repay, for that kindneſs 
which ſoothed nn. 2 of a life radically | 
eee | 

Do not think fi of the 'ndvice-iwhich ! 
now preſume to - offer. "Prevail upon Mr. Piozzi 
to ſettle in England: may live here with more 
dignity than in Italy, and with more ſecurity: 
your rank will be higher, and your fortune 
more under your own eye. I defire not to de- 
tail all my reaſons, but every argument of 
prudence and. intereſt ia for England, and only 
ſome phantoms of imagination ſeduce you to 
Ital 

Fo afraid however that my counſel is vain, 
yet 1 have eaſed my heart by giving it. 


When 
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When Queen took the reſolution of 
ſheltering herſelf in England, the Archbiſhop 
of St. Andrew's, attempting to diſſuade her, 
attended on her journey; and when they 
came to the irremeable ſtream that ſeparated 
the two kingdoms, and walked by her fide into 
the water, in the middle of which he ſeized her 
bridle, and with earneſtneſs proportioned to her 
danger and his own affection preſſed her to return. 
The Queen went forward;—lf the parallel reaches 
thus far, may it go no farther, ——The tears ſtand 
in my eyes. 
I am going into Derbyſhire, and hee to be 
followed by your good wiſhes, for 1 m_ with 
great affection, 
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r letter that come for me mitder will be 
ſent . 
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K ien de, | * r erk it > 
Arrrn having finiſhed the ſelection of Doc- 
tor Johnſon's Letters to my and after hav- 
ing ſilently lamented that he who had written 
them would write no more ;—after having paſſed 
likewiſe the painful taſk of reviewing in my own 
letters what Spenſer ſo pathetically term 


Many an old ſorrow, which made a'new each? 8 | 
I found myſelf unexpectedly favoured by the 


nature of thoſe, to whoſe confidence or 
kindneſs I could have formed 70 pretenſions, for 
ſome variety of entertainment to the Public. In 
the Letters addreſſed to Miſs Boothby they will 
rhaps be leſs ſtruck with the Author's excel- 
= than with that of the Lady, for whom he 
profeſſes and for whom I know he felt ſuch 
profound veneration. His powers of expreſ- 
ſion are already ſufficiently known, but to de- 
ſerve ſuch reverence is more difficult than to 
expreſs it ; nor was Doctor Johnſon at any period 
of his life inclined to pay exceſſive praiſe where 
he did not think he had found uncommon merit. 
A Hebrew Grammar, or the ſketch of one com- 
poſed for her own uſe, and written in a character 
- eminently beautiful, has been preſerved by her 
family as a ſpecimen of her literature ; and that 
| ſhe has been tenderly recollected by relations who 
were very, young when ſhe died, this elegant Epi- 
taph, written by Brooke Boothby, Eſq. may ſerve 
as an agreeable proof. 7 4s 
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Vi ONLY, DAUGHTER | or BROOKE BOOTHBY AND 
{> , 017] ELIZABETH FITZHERBERT,, 


a 1 585 BORN wax Oer. 25 1768, vue Jax; 16, n 
dy Could beauty, learning, talents, virtue, . 2 
From the dar coined. of th' inſatiate grave, 
his frail memorial had not aſted a tea 

der Hrs Id relies fadly mouldering here. 
ie 0 ſte fame ker ardent boſom fed, 
And brig it rele on's alt her foul inſpir'd; © 
Her ſoul, tob heavenly for an houſe of clay, 
Sbon wore ft Lark bal 58 to A 
In the laſt ſtruggles of d 
She faw her S our g ud the bas bed ** death; 
ae Bis mild nook 5; 'tun'd to peace and love, 
ive on vs welcome to the realms above; 
Peter 75 hat celeſtial ſnore, 
tohig loſt al meet to part no more; 
Lord. T Coins?" my hopes have not t been 


When 


mu 
Upon her leet Fhock exratic ſmiles remain. 
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moſt of her confidence who profeſſed ſuperior 


warmth of devotion, or affected peculiar ſanQity 
of manners. But if it is weakneſs to be impoſed 
on by hypocriſy in others, let thoſe only claim a 


right to ridicule ſuch weakneſs who have never 


deen duped by it themfelves; who deaf to all 
| eta of indolence, avarice, or amorous 


on, haye never been lulled to the loſs of fame 
by any intereſted promoters of an idle life, or ſti- 
mulated to the ruin of an aſſſuent fortune by pro- 
jectors, who promiſed ta ſwell it into an enormous 


Ohe. wr? "wy 2 4544. feet * f ex4'; +» a4 F l 
Among, theſe | enviable heroes of impregnable 
. 12 n 13 
caution our Doctor never did pretend to rank 
himſelf; his publick writings, private letters, and 
ſecret meditations, alike confeſs that he paſſed 


many hours in}, impoſing upon himſelf, and 


many more in ſelf-condemnation, for having fuf- 
fered himſelf to have been ſo impoſed upon. Every 


acquaintance poſleſſes ſome anecdote, .confirming 


his earneſt defire and daily reſolution to attain by 


| diligence that chriſtian perfection which flies from 


human approach, and eſcapes the graſp even of 
the wiſe and good z ſike the Deity in Homer that 


calls from the cloud, and checks the warrior who 


wiſhes to pierce it, in words tranſlated thus by 


Mr. Pope 2 . * of ; * 


Oh, ſon of Tydeus, ceaſe ; be wife and ſee” © | / 
How vaſt the difference twixt the gods and thee ! 
That immeaſurable diſtance was indeed I think 
ſcarce, ever more diſcernible than when he quar- 
led with his trueſt friend Dr. Taylor of Aſh- 
ourne, for . recommending to him a degree of 
temperance, by which alone his life could have 
been faved, and recommending. it in his own un- 
altered phraſe too, with praiſe-worthy intentions 
to impreſs it more forcibly. | - Fg 
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This quarrel however, if quarrel it might be 
called, which was mere ſullenneſs on one ſide and 
ſorrow on the other, ſoon healed of itſelf, mutual 
reproaches having never been permitted to widen 
the breach, and ſupply, as is the common prac- 
tice among coarſer diſputants, the original and 
perhaps almoſt forgotten cauſe of diſpute. - 
After ſome we Johnſon ſent to requeſt the 
ſight of his old companion, whoſe feeble health 
held bim away for ſome weeks more, and who 
when he 8 urged that feebleneſs as an excuſe 
for appearin ner at the call of friendſhip 
in ares; . Johnſon, who was then, as he ex- 
preſſed it, not fick but dying, told him a ſtory of 
a lady, who many years before lay expiring in 
ſuch tortures as that cruel diſeaſe a cancer natu · 
rally produces, and begged the converſation of 
her earlieſt intimate to ſoothe the incredible ſuffer- 
ings of her body, and relieve the approaching ter- 
rors of her mind : but what was the friend's A 
logy ſor abſence ?. Oh, my dear,“ ſaid 
„ have really been ſo plagued and ſo pained of 
2 b 2 that indeed it was quite 
impo ble for me till to-day to attend my Lucy's 
4 call.“ I think this was not more than two days 
before his difſolution. 
Some Lichfield friends fancied that he had half 
is minds die. where he was born, but that the 
hope of being buried in Weſtminſter Abbey 
overpoyered the inclination; but Mr. John- 
ſon loved London, and many people then in 
London, whom I doubt not he fincerely wiſhed to 
ſee again, particularly Mr. Saſtres, for whoſe 
aps ſome of the following letters manifeſt a 
11 and of whoſe talents I have of. 
1 him ſpeak with great eſteem. That 
gentleman has told me, that his fears of death 
Neves with bis hope of 222 . 
ande y 
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days of his life paſſed in calm reſigriation to God" 8 
will, and a fim truſt in his merey. 1 | 
= He'burned many letters in the laſt wh Loa 
told, and 'thele written by his mother drew from 
him a flood of tears, when the paper, they were 
written on was all conſumed; Mr. Saſtres ſaw bim 
caſt a melancholy lock upon their aſhes, which he 
took up and examined, to ſee if a word was ſtill 
le ible. Nobody has ever mentioned what became 
Miſs Aſton's letters, though he once told me 
himſelf, they ſhould be the laſt papers he would 
deſtroy, and added theſe lines with a Gp ular ; 


ing voice: ze on oa A, 
0 Yo if Rl: b 160" 510 
„ Then 18 his cloſing patty form ſhall rt, 1 
Ab the ook pang, ſha] 952 thee from his heatt; 

3 Lite s idle bug neſs at, ale be o'er, ED up 

Tue Muſe borgot, an they de lo a no mote; 15 8 


2 Tue high opinion he had formed, and the pro- 
digious value he always retained for his wife; is 
preſerved in a, funeral ſermon, written on her 
death, of which it is no more than bare juſtice tb 
aver, that: Pere” Bourdalode has done nothing 
fiber. Sublimity and tenderneſs mingle in his 
praiſes, rekgien and morality! inſpire every pre- 
.cept, and Ae from the extinction een of ca 
common marked as I am told by nd ſu- 
periority during its continuance, inferencesg of 
er . to animate che coldeſt in the pur- 
bg of. Nera and to-reſtrain the e 
m arrögancb of ill- founded hope. 

07 key 5 ſocti deſtrable publication has aach. 
*therto with Held from the preſs, we owe to Dr. 
Taylor's ſerupulous 7 When Mrs: John - 
on died, Rer huſband” requeſted. him to cnmpoſe 
"her Oraifon Fuiebie, which the friend refuſed: up- 
on this honourable prinei ley that he would not 
"comment . character he little eſteemed. Doctor 
* Is 1 | Johnſon 
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Johnſon then ſate down, and compoſed the ſermon 
J have read; and begged Taylor to preach it if 
he would do nothing more; but even this he ob- 
jected to, for the reaſon he had already given, 
and provoked the writer to tear the manuſcript, 
which was carefully put together again and copied 
fair, but which the Doctor ſtill perfiſts to with- 
hold from publication, becauſe he thinks the per- 
Jon undeſerving of the panegyriek it contains. 
I have the honour to print in this collection a 
letter of gallantry, addreſſe 1 to another lady, who 
deſires that her name may remain concealed, 
though few people except herſelf, who had as 
much pretenſion to be praiſed, would have had 
modeſty enough to retire from being known. 
Theſe obliging contributors have indeed forced 
me once more to obtrude myſelf upon the publick, 
and to talk with a tired tongue upon à half. 


forgotten topick; as among the freezing echoes - 


of Nova Zembla it is ſaid, that we may hear in 
the following winter fome ſcraps of that conver- 
ſation which engaged us a twelvemonth before. 
Had much of this been omitted, I had certainly 
left leſs for criticks to cenſure, or for friends to 
forgive: the publick however has been ſtill in- 


dulgent, though individuals have been ſpiteful, 


and | 
Non nimium curb ; ham ccenæ fercula noltrz © 
Malim convivis quam placuiſſe cocis. 

Doctor Johnſon was no complainer of ill uſage : 
I never heard him even lament the diſregard ſhewn 
to Irene, which however was a violent favourite 
with him, and much was he offended when having 
aſked me once, what ſingle ſcene afforded. me 
moſt pleaſure of all our tragick drama ;” I, little 
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with haſty. impropriety, iety, © the dial between 
Syphax and Juba, in Addiſon's Gio . 
nay, replied he, if you are for d 
hope my two ladies have the better of them 21. 
This piece however lay dormant many years, Hei- 
806 (in the manager's phraſe) from the time Mr. 
eter Garrick preſented it firſt on Fleetwood's 
table, to the Toke when his brother David ob- 
tained due influence on the theatre, on which it 
crawled through nine nights, ſupported by cordials, 
but never. obtaining popular applauſe. I aſked 
him then to name a better ſcene; he pitched on 
that between. Horatio and Lothario, in Rowe's 
Fair Penitent; but Mr. Murphy ſhewed him after- 
wards that it was borrowed from. Maffinger, and 
had not the merit of originality. 
It is well known that Johnſon deſpiſed the pro- 
feſſion of an actor: when Garrick was talked of 
as candidate for admiſſion into the Literary Club 
many —_ ou he does apply, ſays our Doc- 
tor to rale, Pl black-bal bim. Who, 
Sir? Mr. Garrick, your friend, your companion, 
— black-ball him” Why, Sir, I love my little 
David dearly, better than all or any of his flat- 
_terers do, but ſurely one e ought to ſit in a * 
like ours. | 


Unelbow'd by a gameſter, pimp or play'r. 


In ſpite of this ill founded contempt, he per- 
ſuaded himſelf to treat Mrs. Siddons with great 

liteneſs, and ſaid when ſhe called on him at 
n e and Frank could not immediately pro- 
vide her with a chair, You ſee, Madam, where- 
« ever you go there are no 7020 to be got.” John- 
ſon's readineſs was indeed conſpicuous above all 
his other uncommon powers. I aſked him one day, 
why the Idlers were publiſhed without . 
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he replied, that it was forborne the better to con- 
ceal himſelf and eſcape diſcovery: But let us think 
of ſome now, faid he, for the next edition ;. we 
can fit the two volumes in two hours, can't we? 
Accordingly he recollected, and I wrote down 
theſe following, till ſome friend coming in, in 
about five minutes, put an end to our further pro- 
greſs on the ſubject, nor did I ever again ſee the 
card they were written on till two or three weeks 
ago. | 


Motto for the paper of he Bracelet. No. 39. 


Nec genus ornatus unum, quod quamgue decebit 
Ebgat. of Ovip. Ars A. 3. 135. 


For the Anatomical Novices, No. 17 TAR. 
| 0 tandem Carnifex, > IN] In 
Mic anas to Aucusrus. 
. For No. 88. 
Hodie quid egifti ? 
For the paper about the Debtors. No. 22. 
Ob nomen dulce libertatis / Obj jus eximium notre 
civitatis ? ra CICE RO. 
For Tim Ranger's Letters. No. 62. 64. 
Quid faciam? præſeribe. | 
Luieſeas. Hon. 
For Omar the Prudent. No. 101. 
Carpe hilaris fuget heu ! non revocanda diet. 


For Hacho, King of Lapland. No. 96. 
Qui ſe volet eſſe potentem, 


 Animos domet —— feroces: 
147 


W 
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Nes wicls libidine tolls, - 
Ned - Fadia ſubmittat babenis. ; 3 


For Dick Shifter. No. ). 
Colne ſhe angus, ani ed orgi © 


| Dentro i it lor verde. AMINTA ont — | 


e Molly Quick. No. — 


Fugit ad ſalice, fed fe cupit ante videri. We 


And now what remains ? after having r 
the letters of a dead friend, whoſe lips while living 
breathed ſentences of inſtruction, ſurpaſſed by 
thoſe of no un· inſpired teacher, and whoſe writings 
called in elegance to adorn, and erudition to en- 
grave thoſe precepts ; whoſe lite paſſed in the prac- 
tice of refined morality, ending in à death which 


atteſted the pureſt faith; . what remains but to re- 


flect, that by that death no part of Johnſon periſhed 
which had power by form to recommend his real 
excellence; nothing that did not diſgrace the ſoul 


Which it contained® like ſome fine ſtatue, the 


boaſt of Greece and Rome, plaſtered up into de- 
formity, while caſts are preparing from it to im- 
prove ſtudents, and diffuſe the knowledge of its 
merit; but dazzling only with complete perfec-. 
om Oy the grow — awkward W is re- 
mov * l 


* * | e 7 2 


180 3 4 ar \ Sit 
3 A a. - g 1 4 8 TC 171 
\ of 6%} * 1 „ {4344 10 uu — mn 51 k 34 
17758 a + N 1 * 
”Y [1+ * ©. 4 * „ 3 
0 ie N23 ' et > W Ss 
5. * 3 
EL 7 * © þ 
* * 1 . FS. 2 — %Y 8 
' Y3IT * a 1 2 


ears | | LETTER 


*. 


u SAMUBLOJO HNSON: - " 28t- 


"4, FS - 
NN 2 


/ Weitz Sy 393105 $5757 WE S915 1,447 
y. F 3} —T * F? 3 Cz 1 — 100 — - hs 
fy off 37 mt or) bich el 
LJ 11 5 31 11 COND nf 4 bad 
"LE T TE R ceciu. 1 
7 : 
789 wy 4 5 ; an 17 A 47: *0 * 51005 
| 'D# gm SON #6 Mih vor. 
1 r. 10 9 * 
* — * 1 #3 


DEAREST MADAM, _ ae 1 1758. 


HOUGH I am afraid your 1 
you little leiſure for the reception of airy civilities, 
yet I cannot forbear to pay you my congratula- 
tions on the new year; and to declare my wiſhes, 
that your years to come may be many and happy. 
In this wiſh indeed I include myſelf, who have 
none but you on whom my heart repoſes; yet 
ſurely I wiſh your good, even though your ſitua- 
tion were ſuch as ould permit you to communi- 
cate no gratifications to, 


Deareſt, deargit Madam, 7 
Your, Tc. 
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the diſtreſs which J ſuffered on Monday night. 
10 


Having 


— 


— 
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avoided, and againſt which no precaution can de 
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Having en Dr. Lawrence to let me know, 
at whatever „the ſtate in which he left you 


I concluded when he ſtaid ſo long, that he ſtaid - 
to ſee my deareſt expire. I was compoſing myſelf 
as I could to hear what yet I hoped not to hear, 
when his ſervant brought me word that py were 
better. Do you continue to grow better? Let my 
dear little Miſs inform me on a card. I would 
not have you write leſt it ſhould hurt you, and 


TE Tour, Sc. 
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LETTER CCCLVIL 
8 To the Same. 
DEAR MADAM, Dec. 30, 1755. | 


Ira a I midnight, T am again alone. 
With —— Iamuſe 2 hour 


ol darkneſs and vacuity? If I turn my thoughts 


upon myſelf, what do I perceive but a poor help- 
leſs being, reduced by a blaſt of wind to weakneſs 
and miſery? How my preſent diſtemper was 
brought upon me I can give no account, but im- 


= — it to ſome ſudden ſucceſſion of cold to heat; 


uch as in the common road of life cannot be 


Of 


— — 
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Of the fallaciouſneſs of hope, and the uncer- 
tainty of ſchemes, every day gives ſome new proof; 
but it is ſeldom. heeded, till ſomething rather felt 
than ſeen, awakens attention. This illneſs, in 
Which L have ſuffered ſomething and feared much 
more, has depreſſed my confidence and elation ; 
and made me conſider all that I have promiſed 
myſelf,” as leſs certain to be attained or enjoyed. 
1 have endeavoured to form reſolutions of a better 
life; but I form them weakly, under the con- 
ſciouſneſs of an external motive. Not that I con- 
ceive a time of ſickneſs a time improper for recol- 
lection and good purpoſes, which | believe diſeaſes 
and calamities * ſent to produce, but becauſe 
no man can know how little his performance will 
anſwer to his promiſes; and deſigns are nothing 
in human eyes till they are realiſed by execution. 
Continue, my Deareſt, your prayers for me, 
that no good reſolution may be vain. Vou think, 
I believe, better of me than I deſerve. I hope to 
be in time what I wiſh to be; and what I have 
hitherto ſatisfied myſelf too readily with only 
wiſhing. 
Your billet brought me what I much wiſhed to 
have, a proof that I am ſtill remembered by you 
at the hour in which I moſt defire it 
I) he Doctor is anxious about you. He thinks 
you too negligent of yourſelf ; if you will promiſe 
to be cautious, I will exchange. promiſes, as we 
have already exchanged injunctions. However, 
do not write to me more than you can eaſily bear; 
do not interrupt your eaſe to write at all. 
Mr. Fitzherbert ſent to-day to offer me ſome 
wine; the people about me ſay I ought to accept 
it, I ſhall therefore be obliged to him if he will 
ſend me a bottle. in nie ell rere 
Ibere has gone about a report that I died to- 
day, which I mention, leſt you ſhould hear it and 
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be alarmed. x eden po cantly: dafels may 
alarm you ; which.for me is to think very highly 
of.carthly friendſhip. I believe it aroſe from the 
death of one of my urs. Tou know Des 
Cartes's argument, I think, therefore I am.” 
It is as good a c- i I write, therefore 
am alive.” I might another, I am 
«alive, therefore 1 — 118 Bocthby;“ but 
that I hope our Pn nen * | 
ene Som: fe: 


| Jam, der ee, 115 yr 
Your, Ge. 
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re de s 


"MY SWEET ANGEL, Ke "Dee. 31. 


I HAVE read your bock, 3 afraid. you will 

think without any great improvement; whether 
you can read my notes I know not. Lou ought 
not to be offended; I am perhaps as ſincere as the 
writer. In all things that terminate here I hol 
be much guided by . your influence, and ſhould 
take or leave by your direction; but I cannot re- 


N — human hand. _ 


* 
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Tg maps. and am far from 

f. return the book when you have 

locked into it. I ſhould not have written what 

is in the margin, had I not had it from 2 os 
had L not intended to ſhew it you. 

It affords mea new conviction, that in theſs 
books there is little new, except new forms of ex- 
preſſion; which may be ſometimes nn, even 
by the writer, for new doctrines. 

L ſincerely hope that God, whom you fo mucti 
deſire to ſerve aright, will bleſs you, and reſtore 
you to health, if he ſees it beſt. Surely no hu- 
man underſtanding can pray for any thing tem- 
poral otherwiſe than conditionally. Dear Angel, 
do not forget me. My heart is ful of tenderneſs. 

It has pleaſed God to permit me to be much 
better ; which I believe will pleaſe you. 

Give me leave, who have thought much on 
medicine, to propoſe to uy an eaſy, and I think 
a very probable remedy for indigeſtion and lubri- - 
city of the bowels. Dr. Lawrence has told me 
your caſe... Take an ounce of dried orange-peel 

. finely powdered, divide it into ſcruples, and take 
one ſeruple at a time in any manner; the beſt 
way Is perhaps to drink it ina glaſs of hot red port, 
or to eat it firſt and drink the wine after it. If 
you mix cinnamon or nutmeg with the powder, it 
were not worſe; but it will be more bulky, and 
ſo more troubleſome. This is a medicine not 
ing, not coſtly, eaſily tried, and if not 
found uſeful, eaſily left off. 
b. would not have you offer it to the Doctor % 
mine. Phyſicians do not love intruders; | 
not take it without his leave. But do not be — 
put off, for it is in my opinion very likely to help 
— and not likely to do you harm ʒ do not take 
ioo much in haſte; a cafe once in chtee hours, 


2000 or 


2 — 
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or about five ſeruples a day, will be ſufficient to 

begin, or leſs, if you find any averſion. I think 

ang gr gar with it might be bad; if ſyrup, uſe 

uinces : but even that I do not like. 

L ſhould. better of conſerve of floes. Has 

the 3 mentioned the bark? in powder you 

| — Ang 4g, moneys your guns tae 

infuſion. 

Do not F 

I love you and honour you 3 and am on _ 
IR loſe ads | 


Ab — 
lan, Madam, 
| | COT we. 
[complies v en dex n. bas 
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| "pound: TEE: u for the kind- | 
neſs of your enquiry. After I had written to 
you, Dr. Lawrence came, and would. have given 
Tome oil and ſugar, but I . and wa- 
ter, and recovered my voice. _— cough much, 
N — dvds ed by another 
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Doctor to-day ; but I laughed at his Balſam of 


Peru. I faſted on Tueſ y, Wedneſday, and 
Thurſday, and felt neither hunger nor faintnels. 
I have dined yeſterday and to-day, and found lit- 
tle refreſhment. I am not much amiſs ; but can 
no more ſleep than if my deareſt lady were angry 
at, : 


Madam, 


| LETTER CCCLX. 
re the Same. 


| HONOURED MADAM, January 8, 1756. 


1 zr6 of you to endeavour to live. I have re- 
turned your Law, which however I earneſtly en- 
treat you to give me. I am in great trouble; if 
. can write three 2 to me, be pleaſed to do 
Vit am afraid to ſay much, and cannot ſay no- 
thing when my deareſt is in danger. 

 all-merciful Gop have mercy on you. 


er kan, Madam, 
e Wm Wh 


LETTER 


— I. — _ 


1288 LEP VE RS TO A ND FROM 


* 

1 7 * 1 mw : * 
1 Ag. 28-15 e 32: 1105 9 10 ot 

* 

a . > > * * A "4 þ 7 
. aba ebe no baue 1 4 5 
ar 1 N ' 12 cis , { 
BIAS TORS . Ab e 


n E 2: r BR. | COCLA. 


4 1 0K. It 1 Mat 1 


weh J son is" 1 · Wy OY 
MADAM, =» July 19, 555. 


I KNOW not how Tiberatly our generoſity 
would reward thoſe who ſhould do you any ſer- 
vice, when you can ſo kindly E ess a fa- 
vour which I intended only 1 myſelf. That ac- 
cidentally hearing that you were in town, I made 
haſte to enjoy an interval of pleaſure which I found 
would be 1 was the natural conſequence of that 
ſelf- love which is always buſy in queſt of happineſs ; 
of that happineſs which we often miſs when we 
think it near, and ſometimes find when we imagine 
it loſt. When Thad nũſſed you, I went away dil- 
appointed; and did not know that my vexation 
would be fo amply” repaid'by ſo kind a letter. A 
letter indeed can but imperfectly ſupply the . 
of its writer at leaſt of ſuch A4 write? dg bu 
and a letter which makes me {till more dad 7c 
pteſence, is hut a weak ed gen unde. t 7 


| 5 of 8 ITE Wr: wick this 
; Keeper k ih iatt a wins ach, '2s thnch 
Tontent at feat as dil. * fuffet te Tor 
Mr. Barett Being a Ris 4 ug in THis" rt of 


the world, and entire r alt 
mente bake; the Ane m indepe . — 


and will come before me; for which Fa I could 


blame him, I ſh6old® pun "+ im ; but my own 
heart tells me, ,that he only does to me, what, if 

I could, I ſhootd do to him. | 
0 hope Mrs. —, when ſhe came to her fa- 


e Wa found her houſe dry, and her woods 
| growing, 


g, and the breeze. whiſtling, and the birds 
p __ her own heart dancing. OW 

„Madam, whoſe: heart cannot yet dance to 
5. muſick, I know not what to hope; indeed I 
could hope every thing that would pleaſe you, 
except that perhaps the abſence of higher pl 
is neceſſary bo keep, © _ lie place racan in 
your 1 3 | | 
| Madam, | 

Tour, &c. 


LETTER ccolxm.” 


* ' * : 


Dr. IOMNION to Þ— $—— Kh | 


DEAR $18; | 
OMMUNICATE your letters 8 


| Your father's inexorability not only grieves. but 
amazes me, He is your father. He was always 


accounted a wiſe, man; nor do I remember any 
thing to the difadvanta 


good. nature, fatherhood, nor wiſdom. 
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tage of his good =p 
but in his refuſal to a you, there is neither 


It is the praice of good nature to overlock 
faults, which have already by the conſequence 
puniſhed the deling 83 
ther to think more ourably than others of chil. 


dren; and;it-is always wiſe to give aſſiſtance, while 


a little help will prevent * neceſſity of greater. 
. II. If 


f 


nm Were ro l vnn. 


at am age when du had ar — 
| 27 fe” would be hard if 
4 his own wife who has a right toplead befor 
judges of his cou fl 
910 your im prudence has ended i in Aiffebltles wat 
WS Coker iy you are yourſelf to ſupport them; 
and with the help of a little better health you 
would ſupport them, and conquer them. 
Surely that Want which accident and ſickneſs 
produce is to be ſupported in every region of hu- 
manity, though there were neither friends nor 


fathers in the world. You have certainly from 


your father the higheſt claim of charity, though 
none of right ; and therefore I would counſel you, 
to omit no decent nor manly degree of importu- 
ni 
our debts i in the whole are not large; and of 
the whole, but a ſmall Re is troubleſome. Small 
debts are like ſmall ſhot; they are rattling on 
every ſide, and can ſcarcely be eſcaped without a 
wound. Great debts” are like cannon of loud 
noiſe but little danger; you muſt therefore be 
enabled to diſcharge petty 2 that you 
may have leiſure with ſecurity to ſtruggle with the 
reſt. Neither the great nor little debts diſgrace 
I am ſure you have my fon for the 
courage with which you contracted them, and the 
ſpirit -with Which you'endure them. Twin wy 
eſteem could be of more uſe. 
I have been invited, or have invited myſelf 0. 
ſeveral parts of the kingdom; and will not incom- 


mode tny dear Lucy, by coming to Lichfield while 


her preſent lodging is of any uſe to her. I hope 
in à few days to be at leiſure, and to make viſits. 
Whither 1 hall fly is matter of no importance; a 
man unconnected is at home every w where, unleſs 
be _ be ſaid te de at home no where. I am 


ſorry, 
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ſorry, dear Sir, that where you; have parents, a 
man ny your merits. ſhould not have & home. 1 
wiſh I could give it you. e 
W Fer. en der an. * 


| AﬀeRtionately your' "_ = 


"LETT E cer kur. a 


's Du. JOuNSON " Mr. SASTAES. 


DEAR. SIR, ; Rdn 1 0 


1 AM glad chat a letter has at laſt reached you 3 
what * of the two former, which were Aredded 
to Mortimer inſtead of Margaret Street, I have no 
means of knowing, nor is it worth the while to 
enquire; they neither incloſed bills, nor contained 
ſecrets. 
| health was for ſome time quite at a ſtand, if 

it id not rather go backwards ; but for a week 
paſt it flatters me with appearances of amendment, 
which 1 dare yet hardly credit. My breath has 
been certainly leſs obſtructed for eight days; 
and yeſterday the water ſeemed to be diſpoſed to 
a fuller flow. But I get oY ſs ſleep; and 
my legs do not like to carry 

You were kind in . = forfeits at the 
club; it cannot be _ that many ſhould 
meet in the ſummer, however they that continue 
in town ſhould keep up appearances as well as 


they can. Eh to be a am _-- 
7 ope 5 nong y 2 


* LEFPFERS T0 2 


Ad gen Ka Hold Tile” ihaly the | 
pd 1205 —.— e bo 
and ſubor e part our Exact. 
neſs, however, in all parts g neceflary, thou 
complete 22 cannot be attained; 
. o well ſtocked with e 
a little Ro — may eaſily keep you ſafe from 
groſs faults ; and as you work on, your vigilance 
will be quickened, and your obſervation regu- 
lated ; you will better know your own wants, and 
learn better Whetice they may be ſupplied. Let 
me know minutely the whole ſtate of your nego- 
ciations. Dictionaries are like watches, the work 
is better than none, and the beſt cannot be ex- 
pected to go quite true. 

The weather here is very ſtrange mer wea- 
ther; and we are Here two . 25 nearer the 
north than you. I was I think loath to think a 
TE in July, till 1 found one in tlie ſer- 
vants hall Ag thought myſelf entitled to as much 

1 mh you would make it à talk to ry to 
Write to mie me twice a week 3 u letter CR 
refer 1 


7 5 
16 2e 1 44 01 $3.4 


E 


- * 8 . 
4 a * . = * 7 #4 * 
4 bs . ; 0 * 
8 * 4. £4 Ez — * 6 1 
, . . 
- * - 1 4 
637. 7 32 48 71 2 rasse 
* F 3 vv 434 z 4 # %.& # Pp 
' * 7 
5 * 7 « * 1 wen 1 
„ ; 4 . 
„ +4 KS SS #3 Wy — - * ys 
— 
* * * 
* + © 3 . 
— - 


* _ 
% 4 „ 9 5 . 
— — 5 ASS 4 — a 4,44 2 F 
. - 
7 J. N ; 
— 310 1 
"_ 7. a ; 
_ 7 * * : & # 4 
- - 
4 a F 8 , L# g* ht 
10 20 f 1318 6 1. ec. a 
u » 
| Ch 115 ' . 3 . 5.4 : 
1 "i w 4 "ay W #F „ * 5 % 4.4 > + & 
2 
C++ * 7 — P 
FI ” 2 ©. # * + 4 ; „ 
. - — . 
4 8 "y 4 E N 1 £5 
33 841 . & #3 # . * / . 
4 
x 4 
ws & * - » A 4 * — 
FX : Z 1144 , 7 YI ; 11 F 
1 ' + 4 
— 104 4 * 2 72 * 4 3 e © 14 : 1 
— "op > 27 217 #4 +} * r 
— SN v.23 - 2 * £ % + i 34 1 
1 5 : * 
— wy + 
ICT, 20 e bd. 02 LETTER 
SY LY OP 
I 
7 \ 
; « * — 


D, SAM ET JOHNSON ; 293. 


* 


LETTER CCCLXIV. 
To the . 


DEAR SIR, Abende, Sept. 2, 1784. 


Yo UR critick ſeems to me to be an exquiſite * 
| Frenchman; his remarks are nice; they would 
at leaſt have eſcaped me. I wiſh you better luck” 
with your next ſpecimen ;- though if ſuch' ſlips as 
theſe are to condemn a dictionary, I know not 
when a dictionary will be made. I cannot yet 
think that Freie is gs” but 1 have here 
No means erifying a 8 v7 
My health, dy the or God, fill im- 
gers; Wi xe Nops-of Randing the Eaglig 
winter, and of ſeeing you, and reading Petrarch' 
at Bolt-court; - but let me not flatter myſelf too 
much. I am yet weak, but ſtronger than was. 
I ſuppoſe the club is now almoſt forſaken : but 
* all J hope meet again. We have loſt poor 
len; A very worthy man and to me a very 
kind and officjous neizhbs bour. 2 
Of the pieces aſcribed by Bembo to Virgil, the 
Dirce (aſcribed I think to Valerius Cato), the 
7 
and Ceiris, in Scaliger's ndix lium. 
The The reſt 5 de a the — of befor. | 
T am his hly 7 — with your account of the 
gentleman Tad lady with whom you lodge; fuch 
cares have ſufficient attractions to Uraw me 
towards them ; you are lucky to li t upon them 
in Saigon Boch of i. 2 
Continue, dear Sir, to write to me; and let 
me hear any thing or nothing, as the chance of 
the day may be. 


1 am, Sir, Your, Se. 


LETTER 


„ 


2% LETTERS' TO AND FROM | 


LETTER CCCLXV. 
Vc Shs ane. | 


, * 7 * } TE 4% . * * s 
—. > us A : 1 uy * ' * ® 7 8 
a 12 e Ta $4 „ — 
] * 
« 9 
> , I : 1 q 1 * T-4 | * « 4 # 
DEAR SIR, Aſubourne, Sept. 16, 1784. 
- 1 
= 
. - 7 * * : £ - 


: 1171797 7 2 98 77 54 2 2 131 
: W HAT you have told me of Jour landlord 
e 


and his lady at Brompton, has made them ſuch 
favourites, that I am not ſorry to hear how you 


are turned out of your lodgings, becauſe the good | 
is greater to them than the evil is to bd... 


The death of dear Mr. Allen gave me pain. 


When after ſome time of abſence l viſit a town, 


I find my friends dead; when I leave à place, 1 


am followed with intelligence, that the friend 


whom I hope to meet at my return is ſwallowed 
in the grave. This is a gloomy. ſcene; but let 


us learn from it to prepare for our own removal. 


Allen is gone; Saſtres and Johnſon are haſting af- 
ter him; may we be both as well prepared! 
1 again wiſh your next ſpecimen ſucceſs. Pay- 


miſtreſi can hardly be ſaid without a preface, (it 


may be expreſſed by a word perhaps not in ule, 
„ eons} of a Eo: 

The club is, it ſeems, totally deſerxted; but as 
the forfeits go on, the houſe does not ſuffer; and 
all clubs I ſuppoſe are unattended in the ſummer, 
We ſhall Lhope meet in winter, and be cheerful. 
After this week, do not write to me. till you 
hear again from me, for I know not well where 


ſhall be; I have grown weary of the ſolitude, of 
this place, and think of removal. 


I am, Sir, Your, Sc. 


2 LETTER 
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LETTER CCCLXVL. 
To the Same. 


SI ä. llichfield, October 287 178 
784 


U have abundance of naughty tricks; id 
your way of writing to à poor ſick friend 
— a week!? Poſt comes after poſt, and'brings: 
no letter from Mr. Saſtres. If you know any 
thing, write and tell it; if ou know anni 
write and ſay that you know nothing 
What comes of Netgear. If ebodkſelters 
want a ſpeeimen, in which a keen critick can ſpy! 
no faults, they muſt wait for another generation. 
Had not the Cruſea faults? Did not che Acade. 
micians* of France commit many faultz? It ig 
enough that a 8 betigr thas) others of 
the ſame kind. A perfect performance of any 
| kind'is not to be expeRted,' and _cernituly" not a 
dictionary. 

Mrs. Deſmoulines never erde and Ino not 
how things go on at home; — me, dear Sir, 
what you can. 

If Mr. Seward be in town tell me his direction, 
for I ought to write to him. 

| am very weak, and have bad nights. 


I am, dear Sir,, 


Your, So. 


LETTER 


% LETTERS DO AND/FROM; ac. 
LET 108 BM CCOLXVIL 


— Same. 


DEAR SI. 1 Lichfield, Nor. 1, 2786. 


1 BEG yo to. 3 frequency of your 
letters; every letter is a. cordial; hut you muſt 
not nder that I de not anſwer with exact pune. 
tuality. Non may always have g to tell: 
yon hve: among the; various orders of -mankind, 
and may make n letter from the exploits, ſome - 


times Sf the philoſpher, and ſometimes of the 
2 nant on ie —— eas 
ome milcerry, and a thoufand Rrange an Ur: 
ſand. fooliſh things. But I ſee notbing ag yr 


make my letter rem 2 what I feel 
wich ſo inde delight, that I cannot love 4p lk of 
it. 4 3995191 7 bail 5 
1 not. to: oeome to Lawn; but ao net 
omit to write; for I know not When all come, 
and the 4e of a letter is t mut. 


Mc 1691; et 1151 n 1 - & 85 ti 10 
3 FTIR" C3 TH ' 
"IE, a 1 am, dear Sur, N 
+1101359T4D)- sid m 901 1: D 
5 . * 
rr t i oi: 7112 


enge ad aver — 


n eb ems | 


END OF THE LETTERS, 


2 4 8 


k #3 \ 


VERSES addiefſcd to Dr. Eire, 


compoſed by. Dr. Jou xsox, as he lay | 


confined with" an PE Bye, 


Se dum tumido ſuffuſus flagrat ocellus, 
Delicia t ſolitas ſolit labores ; ; 
J Cds bee af 
Druid mecum peragam, Fu : 
Laurenti faltem Frail, e N 
Humane mentis, rerum ſe paſcere formis, 
Ei 2 et quavis captare indayine verum, 
ibus unus amor, non ęſt modus unus amoris. 
| curriculo timidi verſantur in arcto, 
Sur (i ducunt ſenſus, ſolus decet uſus; _ . 
ibi at  [apiunt, contenti noſcere 9 Lantum 
2 40 ti * 7 oculus vel ent et auris : 
Tantundem eſt illis, 7 7 hats ſpatia ers 3 
Materia, vaſtum an $9 
Scire vices ponti facile &ft, 4 3 optant 
To ugrunt quid lung tuo cum fluftibus orbt. 
i di 75 lenta experientia curſum -«aby 
$a replant # tuti per Jubrica ute. 


— * - 0 88 
— . 60LPET 47 
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end 
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L'ET 108 Ri CCCLXVIL) 
Toe che Same. 


DEAR SIR. Lenſßeld. Nov. 1, 784. 


1 BEG you to e eee of your 
letters; every letter is à cordial; but you muſt 
not Wender that 1 de not anſwer with exact pune- 
tuality. Von may always have ſomething to tell: 
you lid among the various orders of monkind. 
and may make R letter from the exploits, ſome· 
times gf the philoſpher, and REG of che 
pick-pocket. Von ſee Tome —— _ 
lome da . and a thoufand ſtrange 
ſaud fookdh things. But I ſee: no 
make my 2 wy —— 
with ſole —— that 1 cannot love 49 a 
it. 30 144 151159 4 baia 
ne not. — town, but ao net 
omit to write; for I know not ben. _ e, 
vA, of = letzer is Dt muct 


2 40 8 8 n 
e 18 {th J. 91 £ ii 1 14115 8 E tl! N 


Hg: 4 1 ff 7 
{OOTY I, am, dear Sir, Here e 
none i 52 Evre 5 ii bn it 4 

| - — 


4117 01 ine of 109": 


Elgin! DEG vad TR 12 


OT T9905 [ 


1 
* - 


END OF THE LETTERS. 


FA +. 4% 


VERSES adteſſed to Dr. Edirne, | 


compoſed by. Dr, .Joun$9N, as he lay 
confined a" an 2 "Bye, | 


SF ANGUINE dum tumids fuffufus Ads ocellus, 
Deliciaſque fugit ſolitas ſolitoſque labores 3 
Damnatus tenebris, leftoque affixus inerti, 

Luid mecum peragam, £ — tu doctiſſime poſſes 
| Laurenti ſaltem facili, di aure ? 
Humane mentis, rerum ſe paſcere formis, 
ERR proprium, et quavis captare indayine verum, 
Nees e untus amor, non unus amoris. 
curriculo timidi verſantur in arcto, 
Sur (i ducunt ſenſus, ſolus decet uſus; _. 
S for ſapiunt, camenti noſcere quantum 
vel digiti tractant, oculus vel ſentit et auris : 
Tantundem eſt illis, r lea ſpatia ardua cli 
Materia, vaſtum an late pandatur inans. 
Scire vices ponti facile eft, nibil amplius optant 
* guid lung two cum fluckibus orb. 
i di fs, lenta experientia curſum 
en reptant # * per Jubrica e 


„„ Et 8 
Altera par 
Permiſſum credit, nudas ſibi fiſtere cauſas ; 
| rydem, ue parentis adeſſe 
-facros rectadere fontes.) 
Gens illa, impatiens per fingula queque vagandi © 
Tentat iter brevius, magno conamine ſummam 
Nature invadens, mundique elementa refingens 
_ Levia ſerratis miſcens, quadrata rotundis, 


Corpora cuncta ſuis geſtit variare figuris. 
Particulaſque locant certas certo ordine, pulchram 
em edificat, cœlorum atque etheris ignes. 
Accendit, rerumque modes ac fædera ponit. 
Hi ſunt, quos animi generoſa inſania magni 
In ſublime, x; i uels terra es pontus et Meg n 7 
- Sub pedibus ſubjetta jacent ; queis ultimg prini: 
Nexa putem; bi. fant quor nil mirabile tur- ar 
Nil movet infolitunt, ſub legibus omnia ici:, 
Dum ftatuunt, cauſiſque audent prefigere metam. 


1 
nne nne Uedem m Kk. 
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'RANSLATION, of the foregoing Vnrs, - 

«a wy $24 #44. 4 . FS » © . "+ 1s C4 4 *. . f 1 
VID: IL ION "bay een wn wiki) 
THonen * By Mrs. ＋ 2 f , 

IVY ID 3 *þ\ 4-6 WY 102 \ I. 2% 


in | Wy (e 
ConDEMND to hun bright ors ba 
While my tir'd ſight ſhrinks at th approach of day, 
Lach plealing talk become my preſent dread, 
Chain d down by darknels to à lazy bed; 80 : 
What Happy periods, worthy of thy. care. 
Oh learned Lawrence! Can thy friend 78 94 
"Mong ſhadowy forms the phantom Truth to find, ) 
Is ſtill the hope of ev'ry human nds. ON. 
Inclin'd by paſſion all, but variouſly incliy'd. 


"Id a Some 


— 
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Some roll cheir timid wheel at ſmall expence, 
O'er the known track of Cuſtom and of Senſe, 
Depending on their touch, their taſte, their eyes, 
Newton alike and Berkeley they deſpiſe : by 
Careleſs through emp —. though planets roll, 
Or cluſt' ring atoms fill the crowded whole; 
Such ſouls unmoy'd can Ocean's waſtes 21 
Nor aſk what influence. its tides obey: 
Contented creep in cold Experience train, 
Lurk in the furrow, and neglect the grain. 

Others, all glowing with romethean fire, 


Strain their ſtrong pow'rs to ſearch and to enquire; | 


Hunt parent Nature to her laſt rece 

Force her retreats, and rend her ſacred refs; 
The ſource of Truth impatient to purſue, 

Her winding paths they ſeorn, cut out a new, 
Form fancy'd — of elemental ſtrife, 

Exalt material beings into, life, 


Find neither ſquare, nor 1 55 nor rough ail "i 


All bend before the warm hypotheſis ; 

Till tortur'd Nature feigning to obey, _ 
Her fires they li ht, her — PO 
Build airy fabricks in th' offended ſky, 
And term the bold attempt —Diſcovery. 

Such ſouls ſublime ſee earth, and air, and light, 
Stretch'd at their feet, nor wonder at the ſight; 
No knot perplexes, and no labour tires, 
While thirſt of knowledge urges and inſpires; 
For Deſtiny ſtill faithful to his charge, 
Conjecture only leaves to rove at large. 


TRAN- 
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TRANSLATIONS: hs BOETHIUS | 
l eee d . 


Book II. / Metre G nan"! 


HOUGH conf geen of 
That roll at Eurus* loud IM a 
Though cduntleſs as the lam 


That reed hae hey ju) n 
Fair Plenty, gracious queen, 45 
The bleſſings of a golden ſhow'r, 
Not all the gifts of Fate combi d 
Would eaſe t] | hunks of the n ee 
But ſwallowi en the mighty ſtore, 
Rapacity would call for more; 
_ ſtill hte Nick os yori 
nquen 18 we 

In vain the ſhining gi jt ea, 0 ö 

For none ape 1 rich v wut I 


. 4 p 
% * - 
7 „ 711 : 
* » * * * 4 4 „ a 
* 
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at 


| Wournsr thou to ſome ſtedfaſt ſeat, 
Out of Fortune's pow'r retreat? 
Wouldit thou, when fierce Eurus blows, 
Calmly reſt in ſafe repole ? 
Wouldſt thou ſee the foaming main, 
Toſſing rave, but rave in vain ? 
Shun the mountain's airy brow, 


Shun the ſea-ſapp'd ſand below ; ; 
2 8 


Soon 
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Soon th' aſpiring fabrick falls, 
When loud Auſter ſhakes her walls, 
Soon the treach'rous ſands retreat, 
From beneath the cumb'rous weight. 
Fix not where the tempting height 
Mingles danger with delight; 

Safe upon the rocky ground, 
Firm and low thy manſion found ; ; 
Tha mid tempeſts loudeſt roars, 

waves and ſhatter d ſhores, 
= t fit and ſmile to Tee 
All the world afraid but thee, 
Lead a long and peaceful age, 
And deride their utmoſt rage. 


* 


Book III. Metre 1. 


By Dr. john and Mrs. Piozzi * 


THE prudent hind, Viitent tn yain, 
Muſt clear the ground to fow the grain, 
And Ceres richeſt yifts abound, 

Where late the rankeft weeds were fad; 


To him whom painful taftes arinoy, 
Stoeet honey yield a double Joy ; 


The tempeſt gives the tab nets, 

The morning owes her charms to night ; 
And thus the mind tormented long 
With wild viciſſitudes of wrong, 
Contemns at length the treach'rous toys, 
And real happineſs enjoys. 


The lines printed in Naſcs were written by Mrs. Proz zl. 
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Book m. "Mev 3. 


ty Dr. | Jomivon and Mrs. Piozzl. 
THROUGH Gris Bs vunds let rich Paoli roll, 


ry ono, can 20 bis ſoul; 
Tags c pearl bow his penſive bead, 
Though a whole 22 his acres tread, - 
No wealth his life from weary care can ſave, 
No care his wealth MINI the BYE 155 


Book III. Metre 4. 
By Dr. JotinsoN and Mrs. Pram 


VA4INLY the Tyrian purple bright, © 
Vainly the pearl's pellucid white, 
The tyrant Nero ſtrove ! adorn, 


Who liv'd our hatred and our ſcorn; _ + 
His choice our ſacred ſeats diſgrac'd. 
His conduct human kind debas'd: . 
If ſuch on earth can bliſs beſtow, _ 
Say, what is happineſs below? ? "Ed 


{1 
FI? 


2 — f * — 
2 o 1 ** 


| Book 1. Mere 5. ; of b . 
By Dr. 9 vent, 0 


Tur man who pants for ample way, 

Muſt bid his paſſions all obey | 

Muft bid each wild defire be ſtill Ne 

Nor yoke his reaſon with his will? 

For though beneath thy — FA 

Warm India's ſupple ſons ſhoul wn, 

Ho northern-climes confeſs thy ſway, 
erſt in froſt and freedom lay, 

If Sorrow pine or Avarice crave, . 

Bow down and own thylelf a Nlave. 
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By Dr. Jonxson and Mrs. Piozzr. 


LEI 


* 
hp „ 7 N « i ; 
X x 
4&4 a+ 5 \ 18 1 
p . — F A 
* * 


Au: men, throughout the peopled earth, 
From one "ſublime beginning ſpring ; ' 5 
All from one ſource derive click birth, 
The ſame their parent and their kings | 
| a 
At his command proud Titan glotos, 
And Lunalifts her born on high; 
His hand this earth on man beſtows, -' 
And ftrews with ſtars the ſpangled fly. 
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Hares 29 the following hound, 


III. 
From her hi ſeats he drew the 
-And in 1 Der 


cage 
To wond' ring worlds produc'd the 


Eflence dir with matter join'd. 


From God himſelf their noble race, __ |} 
ſhould the witleſs mottals Rrive | 
Wann n 


V. 
Why boa thetr birth enen nod! 
Who holds no human ture mean; 4 de. | iy ; 


| Save him whoſe ſoul enſſlay'd'to Vice, 


Deſerts her nobler origin nne | 
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Bock III. Mah: 12. 


By Dr. Jonxsox and Mrs. Prozzs. 


H APPY he, whoſe & have view'd , 
The tranſparent Fount of Good; | 4% ment 
Happy whoſe-unfetter'd mind ml 
Leaves the load of earth behind. 
Though when Orpheus made his moan 
For his lovely conſort gone, 

Though the hind proach NN 0. 
Where the lioneſs ſtood near, 4 eb 
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And attentive to the ſound: 


4* 
4 44 


tad 
2 VE Þ:5 ant ef 
p2 GAE N 8.3 
0 . 


Round him danc'd the liſt'ning woods, 


Silent wonder ſtopt the floods, 
Grief and madneſs unrepreſs d, 
Rag'd within the maſter's breaſt, 
While t' aſſuage the pangs of love, 
Verſe and mufick vainly ſtrove ; 
Now he ſighs to Heav'n, and now 
Ruſhes on the realms. below. 

There he breath*d his am'rous fire, 

There he touch'd his trembling lyre, 
Warbling there his ſofter ſorrows, | 
From his parent muſe he borrows 
Notes to touch each tender feeling, 
Numbers to each boſom ftealing, 

Sighs that ſilent meaſure keep, 

Groans that grieve and ꝛuardi that weep. 
Theſe the hapleſs poet trist 
To regain his beauteous prize ; 

Nor in vain—the ſtrings obey, 

Love and mufick bear the feway, 

Cerberus rage their powers farm, 
Stern Alecto feels the charm, | 
Tears from fierce Megera flow ; 
While attentive to bis woe 
Suddens ſtops Ixion's wheel, 

Hell's fierce hawk forgets his meal; 
Tantalus aſtoniſh'd ſtood, 

Scorning now th* o'erflowing flood: 
Till at length ſtern Pluto cried, 
Conquering Poet, take thy bride; 
Purchas'd by the powerful ſong,, 
All her charms to thee belong ; 
Only this command obey, 

Lak not on her by the way; 
Though reluQant, ſtill refrain, 
Till the realms of light you gain. 
But what laws can lovers awe ? 

Love alone to love is law : 
Vor. II. X 


Juſt 


A 


) 


A 


306 f p. On. E 7 Wo 8.— 
Juſt emerging 1110 light: bonn abt 


Orpheus turn'd his eager Agde, 


Fondly view'd his following bride, 
| Viewing loſt, and as died. 


os 


To you whats; gen? rous wide ae T7 
To court communion with the. fues, -- 
To you the tale is told, 


When graſping bliſs th' flasch win 
Looks back on what ſhe left behind, 


She faints, _—_ nt ber Hold. 
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